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Art. I. Account of Dr. Kennicott’s Bible, and general Differtation, 
CONTINUED. See Rev. March. 


HE Jewith teftimonies which are produced by our learned 
Editor, and of which we have already taken notice, are 
fucceeded by the teftimonies of the Chriftian writers; the firft 
of whom are the Evangelifts and Apoftles. And here Dr. Ken- 
nicott enters upon a very interefting difquifition, as to the quo- 
tations made in the New Teftament from the O/d. With re- 
gard to thefe quotations, he infifts, that whenever they are 
brought for proofs (as for inftance that Jefus was the Meffiah), 
they were always made juftly, and agreeably to the true fenfe of 
the Old Teftament. He obferves, that thefe firft difciples of Chrift 
claim from us great refpe€t as very ancient writers; but as 
writers infpired, and confirming their doétrine by their miracles, 
they demand our affent and veneration, That they fometimes 
only alluded to, and merely accommodated, the words of the Old 
Teftament, he allows; but he will not allow, that any one pro- 
phetic paflace, when urged by an Apoftle as proof, is urged in a 
fenfe different from the true fenfe of the prophet. As to the 
contrary opinion, he maintains, that it has been founded on the 
luppofed purity of the printed Hebrew text: whereas a juft cor- 
rection of that text, grounded on the authorities of Hebrew 
manulcripts, the Samaritan Pentateuch, and the ancicnt ver- 
fions, will in many places reftore to the O/d Teftament that 

harmony with the New which it has long wanted, 
The firft example produced is Gen. ii. 24.; where-the Sa- 

U1 


Matitan text, and the four ancient verficns, confirm the reading 
Quoted twice by St. Paul; and twice alfo by our Saviour, who 
“ the words as fpoken by God himte:if. Another example. is 

Vor. LXIV, Y tise 
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the word in Pfalm xvi.; where 180 Hebrew copies eftablith 
the reafoning of two Apoftles. A farther inftance is Pfalm xl, 
where a reading, neceilary to the argument in the roth chapter 
to the Hebrews, is confirmed not only by the Greek verfion, 
but by fume copies, likewile, of the Syriac and Arabic. In 
confirmation of St. ‘fobn (xix. 36, 37-), Dr. Kennicott has re. 
covered to us a prophecy, before very obfcure, if not quite 
unintelligible, by correcting a word now fingular into the plu- 
ral number, in Pfalm xxxiv, 22. 5 in confequence of which, we 
fee (in verie 21.) the uf? One, that is the Meffiah, a bone of 
avhom was not to be broken: and the fecond quotation of the 
Apoftle is authorifed by forty Hebrew copies. ‘The laft example 
is ‘Seremiah xxxi.3; where, though the New Teftament (Heb, 8.) 
quotes it as {peaking of a law then future, the printed Hebrew 
{peaks of a law before given: yet twenty Hebrew manuf{cripts 
juftify the Apoftle. A Jewifh Rabbi had remarked, that the pa/ 
fenfe makes againft the Chrifiians. 

There can be no doubt of the rage of the Jews, foon after 
the deftruction of Jerufalem, again{t all who embraced the reli« 
gion of Jefus. As the Chriftian doctrine, in particular, of the 
call of the Gentiles was very odious to the Jewifh nation, the 
corruption of Amos, chap. ix. in oppofition to 447s chap xv. is 
eafily accounted for: whilft the true reading, refidue of men, in- 
ftead of remnant of Edam, is confirmed by the context, by the 
Greek verfion, and by fome manufcripts of the Syriac. During 
the fecond and third centuries, the Hebrew text was almoft en- 
tirely in the power of the Jews; and as the old Greek verfion 
was ufed by the Chriftians, we fee the reafon why three new 
Greek verfions were made by the Jews, in order to difgrace the 
old one. Thus, in the new verfions, they put veane for rap- 
Osvos in Dfaiah vii. 14. Nor was greater attention paid to the 
prophetic deicription of the Meffiah’s dirth, than of his death: 
for a ftriking proof is given, that the Hebrew text, in J/a, lit. 
is corrupted to that very fenfe which the Jews wanted, but 
could not produce, in their difpute with Origen. After giving 
four inftances of the old Greck verfions being corrupted out of 
oppofition to Chriftianity, Dr. Kennicott remarks, that fome 
important alterations have been made only by tranfpofing the 
Hebrew words or letters: as P/al. \xviii. 1g. Hof. xiii. 14. 
Amos v.26. Deut. xxxii. 5. and Hab. ii. 4.—on which latt 
place it is obferved, that the New Teftament is confirmed by He- 
brew manu(cripts five times in the compafs of ten words. 

Our able critic next proceeds to the Chronology from the 
Creation to Abraham 5 where the Jews have either taken away, 
or added, 1300 years. Here many arguments are offered to 
‘A that this great corruption is not in the Greek verfion, 


ut in the Hebrew text, and that it was contraéted in the fecond 
century. 
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century. The following is the reafon given by Oriental wri- 
ters; It being a very ancient tradition that the Meffiah was to 
come in the fixth Chiliad, becaufe he was to come in the laft 
days (founded on a myftical application of the fix days creation), 
the contrivance was—dio fLorten the age of the world from abscut 
5500 to 37603 and thence to prove, that “fefus could not be the 
Meffiah, becaufe at bis birth the time for the Meffiah 5 Advent was 
not come. As to the time of this great corruption, Dr. Kenni- 
cott hath afterwards fhewn, with wonderful precifion, that it 
was made between the years 175 and:200. ‘To the authorities 
firt quoted, namely, ‘fofephus, Demetrius, Origen, Abul- Phara- 
jius, the Samaritan Pentateuch (after the Deluge), and the ‘Jews 
themfelves, it is added afterwards—that fome Hebrew copies, 
having the larger chronology, were extant till the time of Eule- 
bius, and fome till the year 7cOo. 

The old Jtalic verfion, made from the Greek about the year 
100, is fhewn to be of great ufe in confirming fome ancient 
readings of the Greek verfion ; particularly, as to the larger chro- 
nology. After fome remarkable quotations from /gnatius, Fu/iin 
Martyr, and Irenaeus, notice is taken more at large of Tertullian. 
It relates to J/a lilt. 4. in proof, that in his time this verfe ex- 
prefled the very fenfe afcribed to it in the 8th chapter of St. 
Matthw, where the Evangelift quotes it as foretelling that the 
Mefiah foould heal bodily difeafes. \t is here fhewn, that the 
prelent Hebrew words fairly admit this fenfe; that they are fo 
exprefled by Tertullian ; and therefore, that they were fo ex- 
prefled in the old Greek verfion, though fince ftrangely altered 
there out of oppofition to the Gofpel. 

Origen furnifhes many interefting notices, as to the differences 
inthe Hebrew copies, and the true readings of the Greek ver- 
fon. Great ufe is alfo made of Eufebius, Theophilus Antiochenus, 
and Ephraim Syrus; but more copioufly ftill, of “ferom. In- 
deed, our fagacious Author’s obfervations on this eminent Fa- 
ther are as interefting as they are copious; though they fill 
nearly fix folio pages, few parts of which can be here fpecified. 
Remarks are made on Jerom’s ftudy of the Hebrew language ; 
on his acquaintance with learned Rabbis, and his deference to 
them; on the hatred of the Jews to the Chriftians; on the 
wilful alterations of the Jews in their Hebrew text, and the 
variations of their copies ; and on the excellence of the Samari- 
fan manufcripts, from which this Father cited fome valuable 
readings, fince loft: particularly the numbers 187 and 182, now 
67 and 53, in Gen. v. 25. and 28. With regard to Deut. 
*XXll, 43. quoted in Rom. xv. 10, many obfervations are here 
made on manufcripts, confirming the Apoftolical quotation. It 
s added, that Jerom himfelf muft have had the fame reading 
(though fince altered) in Deuteronomy, becaufe he elfewhere 
Y 2 twice 
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twice fays, Letamini gentes cum populo ejus; and that he muff 


have confidered this as a prophecy, becaufe he adds, Imp.epr. 
TuR illud Deuteronomu, &e. 

It is impoffible to avoid taking particular notice of the 8th 
fection, which contains matter of fingular moment, with refpea 
to the confirmation of a quotation in Matth. xiii. 35- Accord- 
ing to the Evangelift, it had been foreto/d that the Meffiah thould 
fpeak in parables; and he infers, that Jefus, {peaking in pa- 
rables, gave one proof of his being the Meffiah. But where is 
fuch a prophecy to be found? No where, at prefent, but at the 
head of a P/alm, which is void of every thing parabolical, and 
entirely hiftorical: fo that whilft fome have doubted, others 
have denied that this introduction to fuch a Pfalm could have 
any relation to the Meffiah. But that thefe two verfes are now 
out of place, and that they belong to //aiah, is here proved on 
the authority of Porruyry; for he fpeaks of the word J/aiah 
as the true reading in the Gofpel. So wonderfully doth this 
famous unbelieving pltilofopher confirm the Evangelift! Thefe, 
with many other remarks upon Jerom, are followed by the 
teftimonies of Epiphanius, Auguftin, and Sulpicius Severus. The 
firft period of the Chriftian Writers finifhes with the oldeft ma- 
nufcripts of the Greek verfion; particularly the Vatican and 

lexandrian manufcripts, written about the year 400. 

The petiod from 500 to 1000 begins with the Milan manu- 
fcript; which is a Syriac verfion from the Greek, with the 
marks ufed by Origen. It is fuppofed to have been written 
about the year 800, and is in the Eftrangelo character. In the 
fame hiftory, and the fame character, is another Syriac manu- 
fcript, tranflated from the Hebrew, and probably of equal anti- 
quity. But another Syriac manufcript is mentioned, containing 
Kings and Daniel, which is ftill older; having the date 704, one 
of the oldeft dates affixed to any manufcript by the writer of it. 
The utility of thefe manufcripts is here proved, by obfervations 
on Pfal. x}. 6, 7.9.3 and alfo on 2 Kings vii. 16. In this lat 
place, three words are now interpolated in the Hebrew text; 
which words, though found alfo in the Vatican and Alexan- 
drian manufcripts, are not in the Complutenfian and Aldine 
editions. The Hexaplar manufeript of Kings before mentioned 
has not thefe words; nor are they in fome of the beft manu- 
{cripts and earlieft editions of the Vulgate. The excellence of 
this manufcript appears farther from fome remarks on 2 Kings, 
Vii. 13. and xxiil. 16. Thefe obfervations on the importance 
of the Greek and Graco-Syriac manufcripts, are concluded 
with Pjalm \xv.2.; where the words, in Ferufalem, omitted 
now in the Eebrew copies, and alio in the Vatican manuicripty 


are preferved in fourteen other Greek manufcripts. ' 
Avout 
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About the year 700 flourifhed venerable Bede, who was con- 
fdered as an heretic, for defending the Hebrew chronology 
againtt the Greek: and the Greek continued, long after that 
timc, to have very powerful advocates; fuch as Syncellus, in 
7925 Eutychius Alexandrinus, about 900; and Lbu-Raheb, in 
1257. Laftly, the Vulgate verfion of Jerom was greatly altered, 
about the year 800, by command of Charlemagne; and it was 
probably much corrupted, by being brought nearer to the He- 
brew text, where that text was become erroneous. ‘This ver- 
fion, after fuffering other fimilar corrections, was altered in 
Koco places by Ifidore Clarius, in 1542. Its final corrections 
were made in the editions of Sixtus and Clement. 

From the year 1000 to 1450 the teftimonies of Chriftians are 
few. Yet foon after the Jews fled from the Eaft into Europe, 
in 1030, the Hebrew language was learned by feveral Chriftians; 
and particularly by Lanfranc and Anfelm, Grofihead and Roger Ba- 
cn. This laft great man, with his Francifcan brethren at Oxford, 
bought many Hebrew manufcripts, when the Jews were expelled 
from England in 1289. Inthe 13th century lived Raymund Mar- 
tin, who acculed the Jews of corrupting the Hebrew text. As 
this Author fpeaks of the manu(cripts differing in Zach. xii. 10. 
Dr. Kennicott takes notice, that forty copies have here the very 
reading exprefled in obn xix. 37. The other writers here 
quoted are Nic. Lyranus, Radulph. Armachanus, Toftatus, Perez 
de Valentia, and Marfilius Ficinus. 

Under the laft period, from 1450 to 1780, the firft emi- 
nent teftimony is that of Zuinglius; who extols the Greek ver- 
fion, and remarks the corrupt addition of Fer. chap. 52. Luther 
Is next mentioned, and well vindicated from fome charges 
brought againft his German verfion: becaufe it is here proved, 
that his own copy of the Hebrew Bible (printed in 1494) agrees 
with his verfion, where the latter Bibles differ from it. Bid- 
lander is celebrated on account of his excellent criticifm on 
Exech. xiii. 21. And whoever contiders the great improbability 
that the news of Yerufalem’s being taken fhould be nearly eighteen 
months in reaching Babylon, will be glad t. know, on the au- 
thority of the Syriac verfion, and eight Hebrew manufcripts, 
that it was not more than fix months. The editions of Sixtus 
and Clement are next deferibed. The prefent Englifh verfion is 
then fhewn to exprefs frequently, not what the tranflators found 
in their Hebrew text, but what they thought fhould have been 
there, A remark is added, with regard to the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, that the fourteenth Pfalm, as there inferted, 
Contains three verfes, which the Hebrew text of that Pfalm does 
hot contain at prefent; but which, according to our able Critic 
(in one of his remarks upon Jerom), are probably genuine. 

x 3 Scaliger 
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Scaliger (befides his correction of t Sam. xiii. 1. 2 Kings viii, 
16. and xxiv. 8.) accounts for fome errors in the numbers 
from their having been formerly exprefled by numeral letters, 
Buxtorff the father fhews the force of prejudice, in aflerting the 
abfolute agreement of all the ancient manufcripts. Even after 
that corruptions, in the Hebrew text, had been proved by Cap- 
pellus, by every argument excepting that of manu(cripts, Buxtorff 
the fon, in his reply, affirmed, that no Hebrew manufcript in 
the world contained any various reading which agreed with ei- 
ther of the ancient verfions. Had he been now living, he would 
have feen thoufands of inftances to the contrary: and yet this 
critic owned the exiftence of various readings, and recommended 
a collection of them. Glajfius, though he allows many varia- 
tions in the ancient manuicripts, aflerts, that all thefe have been 
corrected ; and that our prefent copies are perfect, notwithftand- 
ing one or two corruptions. ede contends, very juftly, that 
the Hebrew copies ufed by the Apoftles may at leaft as fafely be 
followed, as the cepies handed down by the Maforets: and he 
gives reafons why fome chapters, now at the end of Zachariah, 
probably belong to Jeremiah. His criticifms are excellent on 
Ifa. xxix. 13. Zach. xi. 13. 2 Kings xxv. 3. 1 Chron. vi. 13. 
and Gen. xi. 32. His Correfpondent de Dieu, on the other 
hand, makes ‘a very different figure, in maintaining, that the 
Keri were not various readings—that the Hebrew copies all 
agreed—and particularly, that the very fame differences, be- 
tween 2‘Sam. xxii. and P/alm xviii. exifted univerfally. Ujher, 
though a favourer of the Hebrew integrity, allowed — Hebraum 
Veteris Teftamenti codicem feribarum erroribus non minus effe ob 
noxium, quam novi codicem et libros omnes alios. After him are 
celebrated Morinus, Beveridge, and Walton; whofe fentiments 
are well known. Hammond confiders a comparifon of parallel 
places as a fafe method of correction ; particularly in 2 Sam. 
xxii. and P/al. xviii. which he fuppofes to have been originally 
the fame. Bochart ftrongly confirms the Samaritan text, as to 
the number 145 in Gen. xi. 32.; and accounts for the corrup- 
tion in the Hebrew, from the miftake of a numeral letter. 
Hottinger’s opinion, in favour of the Hebrew text, is contrafted 
with that of Huetius; who allows, that marginal glofles may 
have crept into the Hebrew text; and he fhews, how the fame 
miftakes may exift in the Samaritan text, and in the Hebrew. 

Pocock, though he did not hold the abfolute integrity of our 
Hebrew text, was fo ftrongly prejudiced in favour of it, that in 
his edition of Maimonides, where he prints the old and true 
reading of Jeremiah (xxviii. 8.) as preferved by that Rabbi, he 
has put oppofite to it the Latin word of the prefent falte reading 


——printing malum, inftead of fames. And becaule this ——?* 
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gid not know what to make of the Keri, and yet confidered 
them as marks of profound erudition, the futility of this opi- 
nion is proved by fix decifive examples. “fablonfki was the fir ft 
editor of an Hebrew Bible, who {poke of any Hebrew manu- 
fcripts ; fpecifying their contents, with the places where pre- 
ferved ; and he names four, by the help of which he made a few 
corrections. But, though he was convinced that the Maforetic 
text is fometimes wrong, he omitted the two neceflary verfes in 
‘fybua : and as he recommends an examination of Hebrew ma- 
nufcripts in the moft diftant countries, Dr. Kenuicott obferves, 
that, in confequence of this examination, thefe two verfes are 
eftablifhed by 149 copies. After the mention of Le Clerc’s fen- 
timents, on improper feparations made by the points, and wrong 
combinations of the letters into words, Opitius is taken notice 
of, who declares, that in his edition he obeyed the Mafora, in 
defiance of all the manufcripts and editions of the world united. 
Vitringa fatisfactorily accounts, how a miftake, made in one ma- 
nufcript, may obtain afterwards in many, from the practice of 
correcting many manufcripts by one as their ftandard. His 
conjectural emendation of 2 Chron. xxvi. 5. is confirmed by fifty 
copies: and his reading of J/a. xix. 18. is eftablifhed by the 
Talmud and fixteen Hebrew copies. 

In the Bible printed at Hall, in 1720, ‘fohn Hen. Michaelis 
publifhed various readings, extracted from five manufcripts at 
Erfurth : but it has Jately been difcovered, that he omitted many 
variations of great moment; perhaps out of tendernefs to the 
advocates of the Hebrew integrity. One of thefe advocates was 
Volfius ; who maintained, that miftakes might exift in fome co- 
pies, but not in all ; becaufe fome one manufcript, or fome one 
edition, always (he thinks) had the true reading. Carpzovius 
contends, that the Hebrew text is come down to us in the fame 
purity with which it was firft penned: not, indeed, fo pure now 
in all the copies, but in thofe of the better fort: not, indeed, 
in thefe feparately, but in thefe altogether. Nor yet does he 
think it neceffary that all thefe be collected from every quarter 
of the globe ; becaufe thofe which are near at hand will do the 
bufinefs, By this conceffion his former doétrine is abolifhed. 

In the year 1729, were publifhed Notes on the Holy Scriptures 
by Mr. Hallet, whofe opinion is here given; which is—that 
the reafon, why the New ‘Teftament frequently differs from the 
Old, as to the quotations, is, becaufe the Hebrew copies have 
been aliered fince the days of the Apoftles. Our learned Edi- 
tor’s catalogue of the Chriftian writers ends with the teftimony 
of Bifhop Hare, who contends earneftly for admitting the He- 
brew text to be much corrupted ; rejects the titles of many of 
the Pfalms, as not from the authors of thefe Plalms; con- 
demns the practice of varnishing over, inftead of correcting, the 
Y 4 eorrupted 
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corrupted readings ; and laments, that the chief fupport of eri. 
ticifm was here wanting, namely, Hebrew Manufcripts. 

Such have been the fentiments of the moft learned men, both 
Jews and CuristIans, concerning the ftate of the Hebrew 
text. And though the weight of evidence, again/? the integrity 
of that text, fo much preponderates ; yet certain it is, that the 
perfection of the printed Hebrew text was generally believed 
till the middle of the prefent century. 

1K. 


[To be concluded th another Article. 





Art. Ul. 4 Difertation on the Sumination sf infinite converging Series 
avith algebraic Divifors. Exhibiting a Method not only entirel 
new, but much more general than any other which hath hitherto 
appeared on the Subject. ‘Tranflated from the Latin of A.M. 
Lorgna, Profeffor of Mathematics in the Military College at Ve- 
ronae With illuftraiive Notes and Obfervaticns. To which is 
added an Appendix, &c. by H. Clarke, 4to. tos. 6d. Boards, 
Murray. 

Art. WI. Obfervations on converging Series, occafioned by Mr, 
Clarke’s Tranilation of Mr. Lorgna’s Treatife on the fame Subjedt, 
by J. Landen, F.R.S. gto. 18, 6d. Nourfe. 

HE latter of thefe two publications is rather a fevere re- 

4. view of the former, and the defign of it is to fhew, that 
the late Mr. ‘T. Simpfon, in his Mathematical Differtations, 
publifhed in 1743, has pointed out a very ready method of com- 
puting the fuins of a great number of feries, comprehending, at 
Jeaft, all that can be done by the method exhibited in Mr. Lorg- 
na’s book. 

Mr. Lorgna begins his Differtation with the fummation of 
the feries of fractions, that have unity for the common nume- 
rator, and whofe denominators are p+ 9, p-+29, p+ 34 Xe 

p49. 
I # x“ 

Thefe fums he fhews to be equal to the fluent of —, “an and 

which, placing m in the denominator inftead of unity, he fhews 

at his sth propofition, will be the fum of the feries, when each 
refpective denominator above, is multiplied by its correfponding 

term of the geometrical progreflion m, m*, m3, &c. 
In his fecond fe€tion he propofes to find the fum of a feries, 

when the terms have either unity, or any other common nume- 

rator, and when the denominators confift of any number ol 

fimple facfors, or have the form paz. mtnz.rtsZ. t--uz- 

&c. x being the index of the terms, the fum of fuch a feries be 

fhews to arife, from the fluent exhibiting the fum as in the fir 

min—prq—-t. 
fection, when it is firft multiplied by —. * ‘ 
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and the fluent taken, which fluent will be the fum of the feries 

the denominators confift of two factors; and this fluent in 
‘ ris—min—! 

ke manner multiplied by ra — 


when 


quent taken, will be the fum when the denominators confift of 
three factors ; and fo we may proceed on without limit. He 
then in a Lemma confiders thefe compound fluxions, as members 
of the fluxion of a compound product of unknown variable 
quantities, on this foundation, that xj-by« being the fluxion 
of xy, if the fluent of x) be known, or can be exprefled, that of 
yi may be exprefled alfo, being equal to «y minus that fluent; 
and thus he refolves compound fluentials, meaning thofe fluents 
fo found one from another, into fimple ones. And this is the 
foundation of his whole method of procedure, not only in this 
fection, the remainder of which is taken up in illuftrating the 
method when applied to feries having two factors in the deno- 
minators, but through the whole book. 

The third is employed in the application of this method, to 
feries with three fimple factors in the denominators. The fourth 
fection treats on thofe with four. The fifth, on thofe whofe nu- 
merators conftitute an arithmetical progreffion, the denomina- 
tors being as before. Now, as thefe numerators would be the 
indices of a feries of powers in geometrical progreffion, it is 
manifeft, that fuch a /eries will be produced, by taking the 
fluxions of the feveral terms of ove that has its numerators in 
geometrical progreffion, and dividing each of them by the fluxion 
of the common ratio. And thus fluential expreffions for the 
fummation of thefe feries are produced. And the exemplifica- 
tion of this, in feries whofe denominators confift of two factors, 
either drawn into the terms of a geometrical progreffion or not, 
is the fubjeét of this fifth fection. 

The fixth is an exemplification of the fame, when the deno- 
minators confift of three fimple fa¢tors. 

The feventh propofes to find the fum of a feries, whereof the 
humerators confift of two fimple factors, which would form two 
arithmetical progreflions: the denominators being as before.— 
And here it is manifeftly neceflary to double the operations in the 
fifth fetion, twice taking the@uxions, and dividing by * that 
of the common ratio. The application of this to feries with 
three factors in the denominators takes up the remainder of this 
fe&ion ; and the fubjcét of the eighth is thofe with four factors. 

The ninth fe@tion propofes to inveftigate the fuins of feries 
fing the reciprocals of the powers of the natural numbers, by 
Means of the areas of tranfeendent curves, found by the method 
of Mr. Jotes in his Traét on the Newtonian diferential Me- 
thod, publifhed at the end of his Harmonia Menfurarum. 

° i The 
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The method followed by Mr. Lorgna in his eight firft fe. 
tions is certainly curious, regular, and extenfive ; but whether 
it has any peculiar advantages, fo as to warrant Mr. Clarke in 
extolling it to the fkies, can only be feen by comparing it a little 
with others. 

The moft fimple and perfpicuous method that has hitherto 
been given for the fummation ef thefe feries, is doubtlefs that 
of Mr. James Bernoulli; who, in his Traét on Infinite Series 
publifhed about the beginning of this century, explains an arti. 
fice, by which we may find as many feries of this kind, all fum. 
mable, as we pleafe ; and, moreover, fhews how, in moft cafes, 
a regrefs may be made from a given feries to its fum, in finite 
terms when thus determinate, and without quadratures or flux 
ions; and when not determinable in finite terms, he fhews how 
to do it with quadratures or fluxions. This artifice confifts in 
affuming fome certain feries beginning with unity (whether it 
be accurately fummable or not, it does not fignify, provided its 
terms continually converge to nothing), from which he fubtraéts 
the fame feries when its firft term unity, or its two firft terms, 
or its three firft, &c. are wanting ; from whence it follows, that 
the remainder, or feries produced by fuch fubtraction, fhall ei- 
ther be equal to the firft term of the affumed feries, or to the 
two firft, or to the three firft, &c. And the operation may be 
repeated with the feries produced by fuch fubtraction, from 
whence new feries at pleafure will arife, and all of them fum- 
mable. M. De Moivre has given a way to contraét the work in 
very complicated cafes, but it is neither fo fimple nor perfpicu- 
ous; nor is it more extenfive, as the author feems to intimate, 
fince whatever can be done by it, may likewife be done by Mr. 
Bernoulli’s method, a little improved by fome additional fimilar 
artifices and contractions, which would doubtlefs have been given 
by the author himfelf if he had lived. And it will be found, 
that the foundation of Mr. Lorgna’s method is near of kin to it, 
Mr, Bernoulli fubtracting the feries themfelves, and A/r. Lorgna 
the fluxions whofe fluents, when x= 1, exprefs the fame feries. 
All this will be clearly underftood, from what it is quite necef- 
fary for us to add, in order to fhew the comparative merit of the 
Differtation before us. 

Mr. Lorgna at Art. 26, Sect. 2, fays, © We might produce 
a great many more examples, from feveral eminent mathema- 
ticians ; but thefe we have already given, it is prefumed, are 
abundantly fufficient to evince the fuperiority of our method to 
thofe who can judge of the fubjeét, in refpeé of its elegancy, 
fimplicity, and generality ; for it is obfervable, that it is applied 
with the fame facility to feries of which the figns change altet- 


nately from pofitiye to negative, as to thofe affected with res 
an 
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ne is the fum of the propofed feries.. The remaining ex- 


ample is the alternate feries —- — —— 
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fant igns. And from the four laft examples it is obvious, that 
ig not neceflary for the factors in the denominators of the 
: of of the feries to be immediately confequent to each other, 
neo need they be in the fame arithmetical progreffion ; but 
i the authors we know of, that have confidered this fubject, 
have thought one or other of thefe conditions abfolutely requi- 
fte, for the fummation of the feries to be exhibited in an alge- 
braic expreffion.’ Certainly then, if there be any thing parti- 
cular and extraordinary in this, it will appear by confidering 


thefe four examples : 


_ i I I 1 
The firft is 38 “Lt sae 


&c. but this mani- 
6.12 g-16 12.20 








I — I I I ; 
=— he feries + — + — &c. which 

feltly tad the feries —— 23 + = 4- rs. 
tries by Mr. Bernoulli’s method is equal to the difference of 


1 I I .1 I 
the two feries I += sik” ill Sia and ae sie &c. 


that is to unity, and confequently ~~ is the fum of the pro- 














poled feries. ‘The next example is aT — + ine + 

= &c, = the fixth part of the feries “s + = + = + 
; 1 I 

= he or of | +43 4= - yr 

rided by 2, confequently -. X : ri +. - = o The next 

example + ey + 3 &c. =7% + = + 


! . 
7 &c. where the factors in each denominator having 3 for 


their common difference, we have by the Bernoullian method 
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common difference of the factors, therefore it is = = K:re 
12 


1 I I I I I I I 
a ee ee es ee 
+. aoe 3°43 24 
If now we compare this with the trouble of making each par 
ticular feries that may occur agree with the general formul, 
and finding the fums thereby, we fhall be judges of the alvin. 
tages or difadvantages of our Author’s method. For as to the 
criterion of the pofibility of f{ummation, mentioned in the article 
above quoted, Mr. Landen has fhewn that there is nothing in 
it. Let us try then one of the feries with three factors, as ex. 


ample the 2d, feétion 2d, where the feries is a oo 
P 30, 345 mag? agat 
I ' , I I 1 I I 
— + &c. which is = — — — + — — —+— 
3°45 1.3 2.3 2+3 2.4 - 355 
I I I I I I I 








— — ke, = ——— — hn, 


rea h 
45 45 4.6 130 24 © 355 46 


I I I I I I 
=—Xi1—-— $= &. — + — ke. = 
2 2 3 4 he 


the fum of the feries. 
Let us try then fome of feries whofe fums cannot be had in 


I I 
=; &c. evi- 
4-5 7.8 
I I I I I 
dently = 1 —— + —— — + —— — &c. = dy the bi 
‘ 2°44 517 8 9 
nomial theorem to the fluent of ————— = — - when x 
I— x3 1t+x +x 
== 1, which is given in all books of fluxions. His next ex- 
ample is the moft common and well known feries for the Arc 


whofe tangent is unity and radius ,/3. And the following one 
evidently from what is done above = the hyperb. Log. of 2. 
In the next example the feries is evidently = the fix times 
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finite terms, the fir example is —— + 
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res thus exprefied involve no ambiguous or infinite expreffions ; 
ad the want of this contrivance has led Mr. Lorgna here into 
. ert0F he giving, as Mr. Landen obferves, a falie fum to this 
ase and Mr. Landen himfelf has not given us this manner of 
dering the fluxions. .. «- Mr, Lorgna’s next example is evi- 


dently = — ee Bm he 


3 
2 
ee &C. — 37 | 2.— 2. 
5 : Ld a 
— be thought perhaps that more complicated feries will 
hew the excellency of Mr. Lorgna’s method better than thefe 
fmoler ones, it may therefore be neceflary to give an example or 
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= Co ee owe a —a—— & 2 
woof thefe. ‘Taking then ree + —— + 8.13.20 - 











Art. 445 DP» 47+ =~ Mio + aos bree &e, = 3 
tet tons toe eo = p+ —+ 
I I I 1 
ai oe areca = Big tia t 
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er he a ee ~ td eal te 
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cue. L. 3— 3¥ 3) Are f.. rad. 1. agreeing with 
04 32 160 2 

Mr. Landen. Mr. Lorgna having here made the fame mif- 
take as before, by not dividing the numerator and denominator 
ofthe fluxional fraétion each by 1—wx. Let us then try one 
with four fa€tors in the denominator, as for example, the feries 
at Art. 52, p- 67, which is fo complicated, that Mr. Lorgna 
dimielf, as Mr. Landen obferves, has made more blunders than 
one in finding the fum. But this is evidently = 6 times the 
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> 7 + &c. but the firft of thefe feries = 3X: ~~ 
34021 1.2.4 
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tan ta tke. isevidently = 24 times that in the laft 
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example here given plus 3 X: - And the latter ~2y., 

















1.2.4 

I I I I 
5.2.2 + 2.3:5 34:7 a ™ - 2.3.4 ? =" t 
3 &c. asa ry eal Gy Oem Oxi 4 
Sotec, e288 Xi a — 4 ——~— deo Ox: Sa 
ol g. L. 2. confequently a oe fum of the wit, ‘ 


Jaft example above +- 7" — 6+ 8 L. 2. is the fum of the pie. 


fent feries. The method here made ufe of is far more perfpicu. 
ous than M:. Lorgna’s, and would be more fimple too, if we had 
a table of fl.» ons with their fluents in feries to refer to. Ap 


example of this is Art. 45, p. 47, where the feries twitd 
1.205 
: * _&c, = four times the feries whofe denominators 
3.37 3409 7 
are 2.4.5, 4.6.7, 6.8.9, &c. where, all the three faétors in 
each- having conftant differences, it eafily and evidently refolves 








i I 1.1 2,2 4. 1 
2 at gts ats 3° 3 

I T I I I 2 I 

5 4°68 77 9 : 3 2 


+ — &c. 42 eT eee ae 2 ee 
3 5 7 3 


~., where the firft infinite feries is that for the hyperb. Log. of 
2, and the fecond the well known one for 4, the arc whofe tan- 


gent and radius are each of them unity, confeq. 24.9 4 


3 


7h — */ is the fum of the feries ; and not — ~ - which 1s 
j 
probably an error of the prefs at p. 48. Let this be compared 


with Mr. Lorgna’s fummation and Mr, Clarke’s comment a 
p. 60 and 61 of his Treatife. 

There are feveial more miftakes in this Treatife, which are 
neither corrected by Mr. Clarke nor Mr. Landen, but may caule 
no fmal! perplexity to the Reader. It is no pleafure to us to be 
finding fault, where we would much rather with to commend; 
at the fame time we fhould ill perform our duty as Readers for 
the Public, not to point out for their fervice the moft material 
errors we have found, and fhew how to correét them. And in 
doing this it will appear, how the method of Mr. Bernot 
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sided by fome fimilar artifices, may be applied to the moft com- 
lex feries that are fummable by Mr. Lorgna S method. It is 
to be obferved, that the algebraic factors mentioned in the title- 
oe, are not the things that create difficulties in thefe inquiries, 
but sre meant to obviate them ; and our Author has made ufe 
of no algebraic faGtors, but fuch as ferve for elucidating the 
law obferved in numeral ones, fo that it 1s in thefe alone that all 
the difficulty #s contained ; and the method of Mr. Bernoulli is 
equally applicabie to the feries when they are thus exprefled al- 
gebraically. ae 
The firft inftance we fhall give is example the 4th, Sect. V. 
2 4 3 
34-2 5-7-4 = 710.8 
kc, which is the difference of the two feries 1 + ie iim 
3+2 5°4 
— &¢ i1}——4- Jy anne &c. or putting ¢= 
+7” an 73 - 8 , ge= 
the {quare root of 2, and a@= the cube root of 2, the former 


fries becomes ¢ X 3 -- -+ —— + —— &e. = —c X hyperb. 
c 3¢° 56° 2 
—% I I I 
te. ; and the latter —~a@X¥ — + — + 
7a 


c—41 a 4a*% 
~ £ xX A the are. 


when x is = 1, is 











which is evidently = twice the feries 


&e. = 








' 
log, of 





2ax . ay 
whofe tangent is —-2-. “—— and radius 3 
4a4-2«* 


the fum of this latter feries, which taken from that of the for- 
mer, and the remainder doubled, will be the true fum of the 
propofed feries, which is wide enough from that found by Mr. 
Lorena, who has committed two errors in his operation at p. 71, 
which are overlooked by both the gentlemen that have done hinr 
jV2 


2—y* 








the honour to comment on his performance; for firft 


I 1/2 
has for its fluent —. L. ty 
2 fr2—y 





or only half the value that 


u 





he gives it, and fecondly the fluent of is not + hvyperb. 


a—u 
log. of a—u, but that fame quantity made negative. And he 
Commits two fimilar miftakes at Art. 91, p. 99; and Mr, 
Clarke has wrote a comment on that fame article, containing 
nore than three pages of clofe letter-prefs in quarto, without 


difcovering either of them ; for frit the fraétion 55? there given 
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fhould 
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fhould be only 42"; and fecondly 
741 





) j 
is not = —— 
; I-+ y3 I+y 
yy ‘ , a y I 
- as he makes it; but it is =>— XK¥—— Be 
1—y+y" my wae hee yt 3 
. eae La - ¥ymegs 4 La y 
a—yty 3 tty OB ITY I y4y” 
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and the fluent of the fecond term or — e L. 1 —yty 
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vanifhing when y = 1, the fluent in that cafe willbe , L, 2 


I 
4- ——X Arc tang. 4/3 rad. 1. and the true fum of the feries 
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which is = -X: —— ———- + et ae en 45 _ 
9 2 1,57 Aes O 79:41 /4! 

] 7 14 H 
win, Are fanz. I rad. I. -t. - . i = a 4 . Are 


tang. 4/2, radius xr. And the fame will readily appear by 





transforming the numerators of the feries to 5 — 3, 7—4, 








— 3. 9—4, 9 — 3 11 —4, Xe. for by this eafy artifice 

the feries will be refoived into others wherein the numerators 

are all unity. In fome cafes this is more readilv done by 

an artifice fomewhat different; thus taking the feries —— 
1.4.7 

7 ; 

. ae —-— &c. at p. 85, the fum of which Mr. Lorgna 

2.0.9 3.5.51 

makes lefs than the firft term itfelf, though all the figns are 

affirmative; here the numerators are refpectively, 5—4, 


2xX5—6, 3x5 —8, &c. and the feries by divifion = 5X; 











73 -+ = on &c. — = 27; Se. = 3 
I I I 
pes ster s © — 5 "3-744 4 
4G Gj he SSeS toto en 
Be i a te ee Xr + &e. = #3 “2.1 
2 =the truc fum of the feries. Mr. Lorgna’s error feems (0 


arife here from the perplexity of the method, it being difficult 
to avoid errors, in feeking out fo many different quantities, af- 

. ’ e ad ; - h 
fected with various figns, from genera] formula that are fo muc 
compounded. At Art. g2, p. 100, he has committed one 
error wpon another; the icrics he there  propofes, 1s en) 
dently equal to one half of the following one; names 
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Stott Arc 45° rad. 1 2 Xi — ~*~ 
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sto hee Xtra L.a+ 2X Arc—— 
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Sn es 2 a ee 
te Xits “a 1.2 + EAre 45° rad. 1. Ee 


530081 &c, the true fum of the feries, which Mr. Lorgna 
makes lefs than the four firft terms connected under their proper 
fins, Atp. 110, Examp. V. he has fallen into an error of 
another nature, by miftaking the form of his own feries; for 
that, the fum of which he has there given, is very different from 
the propofed one: but it is high time to draw towards a con- 
clufion, we fhall therefore finifh our exemplifications with Mr. 
Lorgna’s finifhing example at p. 111, where the great perplexity 
of his general formula has again led him into errors, and made 
him give the fum of the feries much greater than it ought to be. 


The feries is manifeftly = obtees, a + = &c. 


1.2.5.6 2-3-7038 3 4-9.10 
the numerators of which are refpectively 6 — 5. 25— 175 
8—s. 35-17, 10—5. 45 —17, &c. and then the feries 


divides at fight into <i Nat -- ae | + Ga ie 
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+—___. &, But the fecond of thefe feries is = pe . x z 
ira 25 , 35 i 
ound above, and ow" +. - &c, = 5 X 1. moreover the 
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third feries is evidently = 85 X: jeer + _a + : + 
Rey, May 1781, yA &c. 
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& >=: : acs ia & ° 
, $.:.%.2 2 + 223-4 + 34:5 c. and the latter of 
‘thefe = af x nw hence the original feries = 5 — ct Bn.. 
2 5 ¥ 
I I I 70 
eo nn © &eo = — St are x 
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Jv 
1.206457, &c. the true fum of the feries, which Mr, Lorgna 
makes more than fix times as great as it fhould be. 

Mr, Clerke feems to have been ftrangely prepoffeffed in fa. 
vour of his author, and his method ; fer he has filled many pages 
of clofe quarto letter-prefs, in commenting on feveral of the 
feries, whofe fums we have given above; and that, without dif- 
covering any one of the errors here {pecified. 

It may be proper to obferve, that the method by which we 
have transformed the numerators and denominators above, is 
fubje& to fome certain rules, and rcafons; which to give here 
would be taking up too much rcom. 

Mr. C. has indeed greatly extolled the method made ufe of 
by Mr. Lorgna, in his gth fection; but, for the even powers of 
the reciprocals of the natural numbers, it is certainly much in- 
ferior to that made ufe of by Mr. John Bernoulli, in the fourth 
volume of his Werks, aad by Mr. L. Euler, in the 1f volume 
of his Introduction to the Analyfis of Intinites ; and as to the 
odd powers, it is far from being the thing that is wanted. The 
method is taken from Mr. Cotes’s account of the Newtonian 
differential method, publifhed at the end of his Harmonia Ma- 
furarum, On the whole, Mr. Lorgna’s is a very unequal pet 
formance, fome things in it being curious and accurate, and 
others as much the contrary. 

To his Author’s Differtation, Mr. C. has added a long Ap- 
pendix, intitled, the Summation of Series, exhibiting genera 
formula, for the fumming of both a finite and infinite number 
of terms, of all pojfible numeral or literal feries whatfoevtr, bc. 
Surely this is faying a great deal, and more than Mr. C, or ° 
greatelt mathematician living, could be certain of the truth i 
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He has, however, written an advertifement, by way of preface, to 

ualify this boafting title; and then given 53 forms of the moft 
ufual feries, and added fome examples, which may be ufeful and 
entertaining to all lovers of thefe {peculations, But there are 
many kinds of feries whofe fums are attainable both in finite 
terms, and by means of the conic fections, of very different 
forms from any contained in Mr, C,’s table. 

Mr. Landen’s Obfervations are an excellent elucidation of the 
method of f{umming feries given in Mr. Simpfon’s Differtations, 
which, of itfelf, is obfcure and intricate enough ; and, like moft 
other general forms, much wants that perfpicuity, which, next 
totruth, is, in our opinion, the chief beauty of the mathe- 
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Art. Ill. Chemical Obfervations and Experiments on Air and Fire: 
By Charles William Scheele, Member of the Royal Academy at 
Stockholm, &c. Tranflated from the German by J. R. Fortter, 
LL.D. F.R.S. and S.A. &c. 8vo. 38. Gd. fewed. John- 
fon, 1780. 

‘HE Public is much obliged to Dr. Prieftley, to whom this 
valuable treatife is very properly dedicated by the Tranfla- 

tor, Dr. Forfter, for the pains which, we learn, he has taken to 
procure a tranflation of it from the German into our language. 

It is the production of ‘a philofophical chemift, to whofe cenius 

and induftry we are indebted for feveral excellent anaiyfes of 

mineral fubftances ; particularly for the difcovery of the fparry 
or fluor acid, or the analyfis of the fparry fluor, or Derbythire 
fpar. A tranflaticn of his curious memoir on that fubje& was 
formerly given to the Public, by the Tranflator of the prefent 

performance.—[See M. Review, Vol. xivii. December 1772, 

pag. 460. | 
One of the moft ftriking difcoveries contained in this work, 

and which the Author appears to have made before he could 
have received any intimation of Dr. Prieftley’s prior difcovery 
of the fame fubftance, is that of dephlogifficated, or, as Mr. 

Scheele has called it, Empyreal air. Alluding to this and other 

difcoveries, the Tranflator, addreffing himfelf to Dr. Prieftley, 

fays, “the Northern philofopher has treated the fubjeét as a 

chemift, you as a philofopher : he came in many refpecis to the 

fame conclufions, grounded however on different premifes. You 
new nothing of his experiments, and he was ignorant of your 
efeat and numerous difcoveries when he made his experiments : 


"and you both, independent of one another, contributed by very 


erent ways and methods to enlarge the field of fcience.’—It 
appears further, from the Author’s preface, that he * had al- 
ready elaborated the chief part of his eflay, when he firft got 
ht of the excellent experiments of Mr, Prieftiey.’ 
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The Author’s intention being to inquire into the true nature 
of fire, he commenced this arduous undertaking by firft attempt- 
ing to inveftigate the nature of air; without the prefence of 
wnich, or its agency in fome manner or another, no fire will 
burn, From a feries of experiments here related, in which air 
was diminifhed no lefs than one third (by including hepar ful 
phuris, burning phofphorus, &c. in a given quantity of it), he 
concluded, thac atmofpherical air confifted of two kinds of fluids; 
—one, refpirable and wholefome, and which he fuppofes to be 
the one third part that difappeared in the abovementioned expe- 
riments ;—and the other portion, or the two thirds remaining in 
the veflels, perfe@ly noxious. To the firft of thefe fluids, or 
that peculiar part of common air by means of which fre burns, 
he gives the name of Empyreal air [Fire-air]; and to the re- 
maining two thirds he gives the appellation of foul air. We 
fcarce need to add, that the firft of thefe is the dephlogi/ticated, 
and the latter the phlogifficated, air of Dr. Prieftley ; whofe ex- 
periments, however, of a fimiJar kind to thofe above mentioned, 
do not indicate the fame proportions as thofe here affigned by 
Mr. Scheele. 

The Author does not follow the laudable method employed 
by Dr. Prieftley, of relating his proceedings in an hiftorical 
manner, and indicating the motives which actuated him in each 
procefs. A reader who is really anxious to receive information, 
particularly re{pe&ting matters in which the minuteft circum- 
ftance is frequently of the greateft importance, cannot furely 
grudge the trouble of perufing a few pages, or even fheets, extra- 
ordinary, employed in this narrative ftyle ; when the additional 
trouble thus occafioned is fo amply repaid by the advantages it 
procures towards underftanding the views and motives of his 
author ; whom he accordingly accompanies with equal fatisfac- 
tion and intelligence, or, as a Frenchman would fay, connoiffance 
de caufe, through every ftep of the procefs.—We fpeak with 
doubt; but, from the context, we are inclined to infer, that the 
Author difcovered, or firft became pofltfled of, empyreal air on 
the following occafion : 

On diftilling fuming fpirit of nitre, after the procefs had con- 
tinued fome time, he applied to the end of the retort a flaccid 
bladder, moiftened on its infide with Lac Calcis, or lime-water, 
containing more quicklime than water can diffolve ; in order to 
prevent the bladder’s being corroded by the acid which came 
over. The bladder becoming inflated by an elaftic fubftance, o 
air, he transferred the air to a glafs vefiel: into which, he lays, 
‘I put a fmall burning candle: when immediately the candie 
burnt with a large flame, of fo vivid a light that it dazzled the 
eyes. I mixed one part of this air with three parts of alr 


which fire would not burn; and this mixture aforded air, ™ 
every 
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every refpect fimilar to the common fort.’—But the Author’s 
eafieft method of procuring empyrea/ air is the following : 

¢ [ put one ounce of faltpetre, purified for diftilling, into a 
glafs retort, and employed a moiitened bladder, emptied of air, 
in lieu of areceiver. As foon as the faltpetre became red hot, 
it began boiling ; and at that period of time the bladder was ex- 

anded from the air that pafled over. I continued the diftilla- 
tion, till the boiling in the retort ceafed; and the faltpetre 
was on the point of penetrating through the foftened glafs retort. 
In the bladder I found the pure empyreal air, taking up the 
fpace of 50 ounces meafure.—This is the beft and cheapeft me- 
thod of obtaining empyreal air.’ 

Several of the Author’s experiments, as well as thofe above 
alluded to, in which he confined hepar fulphuris and other fub- 
ftances in air, and experienced a lofs, amounting to a third part, 
of empyreal air, led him to form a very fingular hypothefis 
with refpect to the nature of fire; and to conclude that this 
fubftance is a compound con/ifting of empyreal air, and of phlogifion, or 
the univerfal inflammable principle. In the procefs with the 
liver of fulphur, for inftance, he. fuppofes that the (empyreal) 
air, which difappears in the experiment, is really converted into 
heat, or fire, by its union with the phlogi/fon of one of the ingre- 
dients; and that it efcapes in that form, through the glais or 
otherwife, into the atmofphere. 

It is true, the Author owns, that no heat is obferved during 
this procefs; but it muft likewife be obferved, that many days, 
or even fome weeks, pafs before it is completed : the heat there- 
fore is diffipated as faft as it is generated. In many other pro- 
cefles however, conducted likewife without fire, and in which 
common air is diminifhed in a fimilar manner, an evident warmth 
is produced. Thus, in a mixture of a ftrong folution of liver 
of fulphur with pounded chalk, in which the decompofition of 
the air took place in @ fbort time, the heat generated was foon 
very fenfibly indicated by athermometer. We may add, to this 
obfervation of the Author’s, that it is well known that heat is 
produced in various other phlogi/fie proceffes, as they are called by 
Dr. Prieftley. 

_ In the two experiments above recited, in which empyreal air 
is produced (in the diftillation of nitrous acid, and of nitre alone), 
the Author fuppofes that the empyreal air comes from the che- 
mil’s fire, or the ignited charcoal.—This feems to be the fub- 
Hance of his hypothefis in a few words:—Empyreal air and 
phheiften conflitite fire or heat : but it is well known that heat paffes 
freely through glafs and all other veffels. Having got however into 
the cavity of the retort, it there meets with fubftances that decom- 
pound it, and refolve it into its two tonftituent principles, neither of 
which, fingly, can pafs through glafs; viz. empyreal air and phlo- 
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gifton.—In the former experiments, with hepar fulphuris, &c. 
the empyreal air that difappeared, together with a portion of 
phlogifton, is. fuppofed to be converted into frre: in thefe two 
Jaft trials, the converfe takes place; and the fire in the furnace 
is fuppofed to be converted into empyreal air, on its entering 
the retort, through its fides. —Such, at leaft, appears to us to be 
the Author's doctrine concerning this matter ; which is however 
nowhere very clearly expreffed. 

This hypothefis of Mr. Scheele’s—that fire is compofed of 
two fuch fubftances as empyreal air and phlogifton—is indeed 
fingular: but the mere fingularity of a philofophical hypothefis or 
opinion ought not certainly to prejudice philofophers againtt it; 
efpecially in thefe days, when the face of philofophy, and particy- 
larly of chemiftry, has undergone fuch wonderful changes as we 
have experienced within even thefe few years paft. Were Stab/ 
or Boerhaave to revifit the earth, and be informed, only in ge- 
neral terms, of the new chemical and philofophical propofitions 
deducible from the writings of Prie/ley only, or from the difco- 
veries of the ingenious Author of the prefent work, without being 
informed of the faéts on which they were founded ; they would 
confider them as the dreams of two unenlightened vifionaries, or 
empyrics. Even Newton, with all his candour, would f{carce 
condefcend to liften to Franklin, on his undertaking to knock 
down a bullock, on bringing a metal rod within a {mall diftance 
of him.; or on his pretending to extract lightning from a cloud, 
juft then hanging over their heads, and to preferve it for future 
ufe in an empty vial which he had brought in his pocket. In 
fact, we, wha have lived in the age when theie and many other 
ftriking difcoveries have come to our knowledge, in a gradual, 
though by no means flow, progreflion, can fcarce properly efti- 
mate the furprize into which the philofophers of the lait age 
would be thrown, on fuddenly announcing to them fome of the 
difcoveries of the prefent. 

But though the fingularity of the Author’s hypothefis does 
not juftify the rejection of it; it will naturally and juftly render 
his Readers more nice and difficult, with refpect to his proofs. 
‘Vhe Author relates a variety of experiments and obfervations, 
which he confiders as furnifhing ‘ the moft incontrovertible 
arguments’ in fupport of his fyftem ; for which the philofophi- 
cal Reader muit /2udy the work itfelf. We fhall obferve, however, 
chat the greater part, if not the whole, of the phenomena produced 
by him, will admit of an eafy folution on other principles 5 
without having recourfe to the hypothefis which he has formed 
to account for them. Many of thefe are neverthelefs curious, 
and merit the attention of the philofophical inquirer. We thall 
only make one obfervation on one of the tria!s above alluded 
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In the decompofition of diver of fulphur in a certain quantity 
of common alr, in which, as well as in many other procefies, a 
certain portion of air difappears ; and the remainder-is left in the 
fate of foul air; it would furely have been more-natural for the 
Author to look for the empyreal air, which he had loft, in the 
remaining .vitriolated tartar; where be might naturally fufpect 
that it was lodged, and from which.pofibly he might afterwards 
have fucceeded:in expelling it: rather than have recourfe to the 
fuppofition, that the miffing empyreal air had been converted 
into heat, and had, in-that form, pafled through the glafs. In 
the other cafes, likewife, where the empyreal air appears to be 
mnerated, it was furely not only the moft obvious, but the moft 
probable conjecture, that it proceeded from forme of the ingredi- 
ents contained in the retort; and not that it was, a con/liluent 
principle of the fire, which had pafled through the fides of the 
veflel, and had been decompounded on entering its cavity. 

Mr. Scheele’s hypothefis concerning light is equally fingular; 
and is founded on the preceding hypothefis refpecting heat. He 
fuppofes ¢ that cach particle of light is nothing more than a: fubtle 
particle of empyreal air, which is more charged with’ phlogitton 
than an equally fubtle particle of heat ;’—or, in other words, that 
light is fire fuper-faturated with, or containing a fuperfluous 
quantity of, phlogifton. On this head he relates fome curious 
experiments, to prove that phlogifton is contained in light, and 
may be feparated from it: 

A calx of gold, precipitated from agua regia by means of falt 
of tartar, is reduced to its metallic ftate, merely by the /olar light, 
collected into a focus by a burning glals.—Red precipitate like- 
wife, lying on a gold coin placed in the fame focus, was reduced 
into running mercury, fo as to make the gold white. .In thefe 
two cafes, as well as in various others, Mr. Scheele fuppoles that 
the metallic calces acquire the phlogifton, by which they are re- 
duced, folely from the light of the fun. 

Luna cornea becomes black, or acquires phlogifton, on being 
expofed fimply to the rays of the fun; though the fame fub- 
lance, wrapped up in paper, and kept two months on a warm 
cathen-ware ftove, had not its colour altered, Nay, Mr. 
Scheele affirms, that there is a diverfity in the action of the dif- 
ferently coloured rays on this fubftance, Placing fome /una cornea 
ona paper, and expofing it to the fun-beams refracted through 
@prifm, he found that part of it on which the violet ray fell be- 
came fooner black than any other part of the powder; and he 
hence infers, that the calx of filver feparates the phjogifton 
looner from the violet ray than from any other. 

In the Notes with which Mr. Kirwan has illuftrated many 
obfcure parts of this treatife, and corre¢ted others, he accounts 
otherwife for thefe and many other reductions, by objerving, 
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tht the above-mentioned calces of gold, mercury, and filver 
{till contained either fixed or nitrous air, or retained a certain 
quantity of the nitrous or marine acid; and that the fire onl 
expelled the phlogifton adhering to thefe airs or acids, which 
uniting with the calces effe&ed their reduction, We muft ob. 
ferve, however, that the Author in a fubfequent paffage (pag, 
96) affirms, that the /una cornea, for inftance, will not under 
any change, or become black, though expofed to the heat of 
the fun’s rays during many days fucceflively ; if his light be ex. 
cluded, by covering the vial containing it with a thick coatin 
of black paint. He makes a fimilar aflertion with refpe& to the 
precipitate of gold above mentioned: but we do not fee how a 
fimilar experiment, made in a vial painted black, could be pro- 
perly executed with this calx ; which, in the trial above men. 
tioned, was not expofed, like the /una cornea, to the fimple fun- 
fhine, but to the folar focus. 

Some curious experiments, made on manganefe, are likewife 
produced by the Author, to demonftrate that the folar light con- 
tains phlogifton. Mr. Scheele has made fome interefting dif. 
coveries refpecting the true nature of this hitherto heteroclite 
- fubftance ; which were publifhed about five or fix years ago, in 
the Tranfaftions of the Swedifh Academy. On the prefent occa- 
fion it wiil be fufficient merely to premife, that manganefe can- 
not be diffolved in the nitrous acid without an addition of phlo- 
gifton. Onadding, however, fome inflammable fubftance, fugar 
for inftance, it is readily diffolved, and the folution is colourlefs, 
On adding falt of tartar to this folution, a white precipitate falls 
down, which is manganefe united with the phlogifton of the 
fugar. If this phlogifton be expelled from the white precipitate, 
by fire, or otherwife, the manganefe is left, of its natural black 
colour. 

The Author added a little manganefe, reduced to a fubtle 
powder, to a quantity of nitrous acid ; and expofed the vial two 
hours to the fun/bine. In that time, the mixture lolt its black 
colour, and the manganefe was diffolved, in the fame manner 
as if fugar, or an inflammable fubftance, had been added. Add- 
ing more manganefe, and again expofing the acid to the funs 
light, this portion too was diflolved. Diluting the folution 
with water, and adding fale of tartar, a white precipitate fel! 
down. This white precipitate, according to the Author, was 
mangancfe united with phlogifton, as in the preceding cafe; but 
with phlogijton attraéied from the beams of the fun—with the ad- 
dition however of fome fixed air from the falt of tartar. 

That the precipitate had actually thus acquired phlogifton, 
the Author afcertained—by finding that it had the property of 
volatilifing vitriolic acid, or converting it into volatile ful phu 
reous acid :—-by its alcaliling nitre; and at the fame time ” 
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sfuming its original black colour :—and by keeping it red hot 
for a fhort time, in a vial loofely {topped (in order only to ex- 
ithe fixed air from it, the prefence of which would prevent or 
check its ignition afterwards), and then, when it was tolerably 
hot, throwing the ftill white powder on a paper; where it foon 
afterwards deflagrated or burned, and the manganefe again be- 
came black as before :—or fuffering the white precipitate to be- 
come quite cold, and throwing it on a hot, but not red hot, 
metal plate; when it — or becomes red hot, and is re- 
red, as before, to its original ftate. 
af we adopt Mr. Kirwan’s manner of accounting for the re- 
duction of the calces of gold and filver above mentioned, and of 
the red precipitate; yet a ftil] more difficult problem remains to 
be folved, the fubjeét of which has incited fome even to queftion 
the truth of the Stahlian doctrine of phlogifton—the corner-ftone 
of modern chemiftry. We mean the complete reduction of 
mercurius calcinatus in clofe veflels ; apparently without the ad- 
dition of any foreign phlogiftic matter, and which had not, like 
the calces above mentioned, undergone the action either of acid 
folvents, or alcaline precipitants, from which it might be fup- 
pofed, according to Mr. Kirwan’s hypothefis, to have acquired 
the phlogifton requifite to its reduction. This cafe has appeared 
fo dificult and important, that it has given occafion to various 
fytems ; and fome refpectable philofophers have even been 
driven to adopt the fuppofition, tha: the phlogiftor’ which the 
mercury muft neceflarily have loft, during its calcination, mutt, 
during its fubfequent reduction, have been fupplied to it ab extra, 
from the burning fuel, and have paffed through the pores of the 
glafs retort in which it was contained. 

Though Mr. Scheele does not particularly treat of this fub- 
ject, he would find a ready folution of this difficulty in his hy- 
pothefis. He would fay that fire (that is empyreal air combined 
with phlogifton) pafles through the retort. In its cavity, it is 
decompounded : its phlogifton reftoring the calx to its metallic 
fate; and leaving the empyreal air naked, or uncombined ; 
which is accordingly caught by the operator, in the apparatus 
conftruéted for that purpofe.—But may not this difficult pro- 
blem be fatisfact=rily folved in the following manner? 

It is, we believe, generally allowed, that the mercury, in the 
Art part of this procefs, as it pafies from its fluid or metallic 
tate into that of a calx, attracts a certain quantity of air from 
the atmofphere, in the room of the phlogifton which is gradually 
expelled from it by the heat. To account for its fubfequent 
reduction to a metallic ftate, is it not fufficient to fuppofe, that, 
during its calcination, it does not attract from the atmofphere 
KS empyreal (or dephlogifticated) part folely ; but likewile fuch a 
portion of its phlogifticated, ox impure past, as is ju? fuffictent to 
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furnith the proper quantity of phlogifton requifite to its fubfe. 
quent reduction: for when the experiment is. performed ing 
clean glafs retort, the air which 1s collected is, in general 
or dephlogifticated. 

According to this theory, as crude mercury is a metallic earth 
combined with phlogifton ; fo mercurius calcinatus is the fame 
earth, which has Joit a part or the whole of its phlogifton, but 
has, in its room, attracted from the atmofphere air of a certain 
flandard; that is, not pure or dephlogifticated, but Containing 
fuch a portion of phlogifton as is fuficient to tupply that which 
it had loft in the calcination, On applying the proper degree 
of heat, this new combination of mercurial earth, and air fomee 
what impure, is deftroyed. ‘The earth retains the whole of the 
phlogifton contained in this air, and accordingly recovers its 
metallic ftate and fluidity ; and parts at the fame time with the 
remaining air, thus completely dephlogifticated. Ina fomewhat 
{imilar manner, plants are fuppofed to attract air, more or lefs 
pure, from the atmofphere, or from water; and, while they re- 
tain the phlogifticated, they are found to emit the dephlogifti- 
cated . part. : 

We offer thefe refleCtions on this fubje&t, as feeming at leaf 
to afford a fimple and fatisfactory folution of this great difficulty: 
nor do we, at prefent at leaft, recollect any. phenomena that .are 
irreGoncileable with it. 


» pure 


The Author’s obdfervations on fulminating gold contain many 


curigus novelties; and, in particular, evince ftill more fatisfac- 
torily than even the experiments of the Chevalier Bergman, that 
the prefence of nitrous acid is not a neceflary circumftance 
towards the producing the fulmination of that power. It 
is true, that the Chevalier Bergman made Aurum fulminans from 
precipitates which did not appear to contain any nitrous acid, 
He precipitated gold, for inftance, from its common folvent, 
agua regia, by a fixed alcali; and then diffolving this precipitate, 
(hrft well edulcorated) in vitriolic, or marine acid, or even in 
diftilled vinegar, and again precipitating it from thefe folutions 
by a volatile alcali, he {till obtained fulminating gold. | Nevers 
thelets, we think that a doubt may fti!] remain, which we very 
lately expreffled at fome length [See Appendix to our 63d or laf 
Volume, December 1780, pag. 505], that, as nitrous acid bad 
been employed in the original folution of the gold in agua regia, 
tome of that acid might till be retained in the precipitate, and 
might obftinately adhere to it in all the fubfequent operations 
upon it. Mr. Scheele’s experiments abfolucely remove this 
doubt. His theory and difcoveries refpecting this curious fub- 
ject deferve to be abridged, and explained. 
Gold is a compound of an earth fui gencris, and of phlogifton. 
It is infoluble in any acids, til! it has parted with its phlogifton 
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an acid rapacious of that principle. The marine acid has the 
reatelt affinity to its earth, which however it cannot attack till 
the phlogilton has been detached from it. This laft office is 
erformed by the nitrous acid in the agua regia, which evidently 
acquires phlogifton in the procefs ; and the marine acid is thus 
“eft at liberty to diffolve the earth. 

But the Author having difcovered a method, not here indi- 
cated, of dephlogifitcating marine acid (by means, we believe, of 
mangane/e) found that the marine acid, thus deprived of its own 
phlogifton, was capable, /imgly, of diffolving gold in its metallic 
fate; in confequence of the avidity which, by its own dephlo- 
giftication, it had acquired for phlogifton, A folution of gold, 
thus effeGted, being diftilled in a retort with a ftrong heat, the 
gold is reduced without addition ; for it recovers back again the 
very phlogifton which, during its folution, it had before parted 
with to the marine acid; and the acid accordingly pafles over 
into the receiver in its prior dephlogifticated ftate. 

Gold, thus diflolved by the dephlogifticated marine acid alone, 
jsactually precipitated, on the addition of a volatile alcali, in 
the form of fulminating gold. From this procefs it appears 
clearly that the peculiar qualities of this powder are not to be 
accounted for from the prefence of any xitrous acid {uppofed to 
be contained in it. 

That the earth of gold + attracts a volatile alcali more ftrongly 
than the Jatter is attracted even by the vitriolic acid, the Author 
fhews by digefting this calx in a folution of Glauber’s fal ammo- 
ma. In this cafe, this mextral folution of volatile alcali and 
vitriolic acid became acidulous ; in confequence of its parting 
with a portion of its volatile alcali, which had left the vitriolic 
acid, and united itfelf with the earth of gold; conftituting with 
ta true aurum fulminans, which, from thefe and other experi- 
ments, appears evidently to be nothing more than a combination 
of the earth of gold and volatile alcali ;—particularly from the 
following : 

The Author diffolved fulminating gold in marine acid, and 
put feveral pieces of copper into the folution, The gold was 
precipitated, on recovering its phlogifton from the copper ; and 
the volatile alcali which had been a conftituent part of the ful- 


' Minating gold, and which had been expelled from it on its re- 


duction, and had entered into the folution, was readily recog- 
hifed, on adding fome fixed alca.i to expel it from the folution 
Previoufly evaporated to drynefs. 

The Author’s analyfis of fulminating gold, particularly with 
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Ph this term the Author denotes the precipitate thrown down 
om a folution of gold, on the addition of a fixed alcali; and which 
S&ROWN not to pofiefs a fulminating quality. , 
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refpet to its accenfion, furnifhes us, as Mr. Kirwan welt ob. 
ferves in his Notes, with a new and important difcovery ; — the 
decompofition of pure volatile alcali. “This calx of gold, at the 
infant of its explofion, is fuddenly reduced to a metallic flat 
hy means of the phlogifton which it attracts from the volatile 
alcali *: while the other conftituent part, or parts, of that @, 
line fubitance appear, from fub{cquent experiments, to affume 
the form of a particular {pecies of air; which Mr, Scheele cop. 
fiders as agreeing with pdiogi/iicated air in its principal proper. 
ties. At leaft, a candle was extinguifhed in it; it was not abe 
forbed by water; nor did it make lime-water turbid. The Ay 
thor refers on this occafion to his Memoir on Manganefe, above 
ailuded to; where he has fhewn, that, whenever a body attracts 
the phlogifton which is an integrant part of the volatile alcali, 
fuch air is always produced :—particularly in the diftillation of 
crocus martis and fal ammoniac; the precipitate thrown down 
from mercury fublimate by volatile alcali; and in the detonation 
of nitrum flammans, or nitrous ammoniac. 

Pafling over many of the Author’s experiments and reafon. 
ings, more or lefs connected with his peculiar theory, we thal! 
defcribe a fimple and eafy method propofed by him, of difco. 
vering whether water contains empyreal, i.e. dephlogiflicated air, ow 
mot. In q preceding experiment, when he was inquiring into 
the nature of atmofpherical air, he found ‘hat the green preci- 
pitate, formed on adding fixed alcali to a folution of martial or 
green vitriol, fhut up in a vial containing common air, during 
a fortnight, had decompounded the air, and had itfelf acquired 
the colour of crocus martis: and at the fame time, out of 40 
parts of common air, 12 were loft. The air which difappeared 
was the Author’s empyreal air; and the remaining 28 parts were 
his foul air, in which a candle would not burn. By a modeoi 
trial founded on this experiment, he difcovers whether any pal- 
ticular water contains dephlocifticaied air. 

‘T'o an ounce of the water, for inftance, he adds about fou 
drops of a folution of vitriol of iron, and adds two drops of 3 
folution of falt of tartar fomewhat diluted with water. The 
dark green precipitate thus formed changes into a yellow colour, 
in a couple of minutes, if the water contain empyreal air: bu 
if the water has been very lately boiled, and cooled without 
having had free accefs to the air, or has been lately diftilled; 
the precipitate retains its green colour, and does not turn ye 
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* There are fome peculiarities refpecting eat, in the Asthor's 
mode of explication, which differ fomewhat from this account: bu 
they cannot be here eafily explained, as they are founded on his pa 
ticular theory of fre; and the fcb'e& is cersainly yeadered clearer bj 
the omiflion of them. 

Jor, 




























































Scheele’s Chemical Obfervations on Air and Fire. 3.49 


iw, unlefs about an hour afterwards; and it never acquires a 
lw colour, if it be kept in full glafles, fo that the air have 
go accefs tO iC. 

Before we conclude our Review of the prefent interefting per- 
formance, we fhall gratify our philofophical Readers by taking 
gotice of a late difcovery of the Author’s; though it be here 
only incidentally mentioned, with a view to corroborate his par- 
ricular fyftem refpecting the conftitution of empyreal air. It 
has indeed likewife induced him to propofe this fingular opinion 
that metallic and earthy fubftances confift only of acids com- 
bined with phlogifton. We allude to his difcoveries relating to 
that fingular mineral, arfenic; which at once poflefles the cha- 
riders of a faline and of a metallic fubftance. 

M. Macquer, whote analyfis of this mineral is well known to 
our chemical Readers, had indeed detected an acid in it; as 
forming a conftituent part of it; or rather had difcovered that 
itcontained a certain principle, capable of conftituting a xeutral 
fit, when combined with a fixed alcali: but he entertained no 
fufpicion that this heavy metallic fubftance had not an earth for 
its bafis. In a Memoir printed in the Tranfaétions of the 
Swedifh Academy, the Author has fhewn, that the common arte- 
nic of the fhops confifts only of an acid, fui generis, combined 
with a certain quantity of phlogifton ; and that even the regulns 
of arfenic, in which this heteroclite fubftance affumes the torm 


Of a femi- metal, conlifts only of the fame acid, combined with a 


ftill greater portion of phlogifton. 
. We did not fpeak at random when, at the beginning of this 
aticle, we obferved that chemiftry had, in our times, aflumed a 
new face, In the inftance before us, we find a fober and or- 
thodox chemift inferring from his experiments, that all earths 
ae a {pecies of acids; and hinting, that even metals in general 
confift of acid and phlogifton only. Mr. Schecle founds this opi- 
hion not merely on his analyfis of arfenic, but likewife on other 
fatts and obfervations ; particularly on his former difcovefics 
relative to the fparry acid. He ftill confiders the fluor cruff or 
earth, as confifting of this acid fixed by an union with water. 
This conclufion, however, is liable to objections: neverthelefs, 
that great chemift, the Chevalier Bergman, in an excellent pre- 
fatory introduction to this work, feems to hold the fame lan- 
guage with the Author, as well with refpeét to this fubject, as 
to extenfion of the principle to metals, &c. Thefe are his 
Words ; 
‘ Since the acid of fluor and water, meeting one another in 
the form of vapours +, coagulate inte filiceous earth; and acid 
of 


+ This is exprefled too generally. From Dr. Prieftley’s mode of 
experimenting, it appears that the water need not be in a ftate of va- 
pour; 
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of arfenic with phlogifton coagulates into folid white arfenic’_ 
and with ftill more phlogifton (he might have added), into a true 
regulus or femi-metal; ‘ there is fome indication that terreyy, 
fubftances, as well as metallic calces, may be confidered in their 
firft principles as acids; which, in the firft cafe, are become 
fixed by water, and, in the laft, by phlogifton,’ 

The Reader will meet with many obfcurities in this work 
befides thofe incidental to a tranflation ; and which arife fren 
the Author’s great concifenefs on many fubjects, where, it will 
naturally be wifhed that he had been more explicit and circum. 
ftantial ; and from the want of a proper arrangement of his ma 
terials. Though the philofophical Reader may probably rejeg 
the Author’s theory of fire; he will here meet with many Curis 
ous facts, difperied in various parts of the work, which may, 
in future, lead to important confequences ——‘ In chemiftry,’ 
as the Chevalier Bergman well obferves, ‘ there are none of the 
Veritates Otiofa. ‘The leaft phenomenon, when examined in all 
its caufes, is always connected with others of the greateft im- 
portance; in fuch a manner, that every thing is fhewn con- 
neéted in the great ceconomy. of nature.’ 


pour; as the fi'iceous earth appears as oon as the fluor acid vapour, or air, 
reaches the wader {urface of the water refting on mercury: and from 
many of his experiments, on other occafions as well as the prefent, it 
feems probable that the fuor acid air holds the fluor craft or earth in 
folution, previoufly to its meeting with the water; which only de 
compounds this air by condenfine, and uniting with, its acid: while 
the earth, deprived of its former aerial folvent, is precipitated, and 
becomes vifible, under the form of fluor cruft. LB . 
yr 


Art. IV. An Examination of Dr. Crawford's Theory of Heat and 
Combuftion: By William Morgan. Svo. 1s. 6d. Cadell, 1781. 


HOUGH we have, in thofe parts of our work which are 
fpecified below *, already given a pretty full account of 
Dr. Crawford’s theory of fire ; yet, as the fubject is rather of an 
intricate nature, we fhall endeavour to throw a little more light 
upon it, by availing ourfelves of the prefent Author’s general 
expofition of that hypothefis: the refutation of which, at leaftin 
fome of its moft eflential parts, is the profefled object of this 
publication. In fhort, we fhall only, except perhaps in a few 
inftances, take upon us the office of Relaters; and confine oul 
felves to fuch parts of the performance as are not much involved 
in calculation. 





— 


* See M. Review, Vol. Ixi. November 1779, pag. 3785 and 
Mr. Magellan’s explanation of Dr. Crawford’s theory of fire, 19 the 
Appendix to our 63d volume [1780] pag. 49@. That 
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That ‘wo heterogeneous bodies (fuch as mercury and water, for’ 


‘atance), of different temperatures, and which are not known 
to have any chemical action upon each other, fhould, on their 
admixture, indicate a temperature, in many cafes, very different 
fom that which would refult from a mixture of two homogeneous 
bodies, the temperatures of which differed in the fame ratio as 
the former—is certainly a fac? of no fmall importance towards 
the acquiring fome knowledge of the nature of that myfterious 
slement—if it be an element—called Fire. Dr. Crawford ac- 
cordingly, availing himfelf of this fac?, has deduced certain im~ 
ortant confequences from it; the juftice of which however is 
arraigned by the very acute and ingenious Author of the prefent 
performance. 

According to Mr. Morgan’s expofition of Dr. Crawford’s 
fyftem, fire, or heat, ¢ is contained in a great quantity in moft 
bodies, when at the common temperature of the atmofphere ; 
but being in this cafe Jetent, and producing no effects which 
render it the objeSt of our fenfes, he diftinguifhes it by the ap- 
pellation of abjolute heat: and if this fame principle be fo in- 
creafed that it {hall exceed the heat of the furrounding medium, 
and become obvious both to fight and touch, or to the latter 
feparately, he denominates it fex/fible heat.’ In other words, if 
fire, conlidered as a companent part of bodies, exifls in them 
only in fuch a quantity, as not to render them warmer than the 
atmofphere, it is called ab/olute heat: but if its quantity be fo 
large as to produce what is vulgarly called heat, it is then de- 
nominated fenfible heat: fo that Dr. Crawford’s diftribution of 
fire into two clafles regards only the quantity, and not any dif- 
ference in the quality of this principle. According to this idea, 
equal weights of heterogeneous fubftances may contain unequal 
quantities of abfolute heat; and the powers which certain bo. 
dies pofleis, of collecting and retaining the element of fire in 
greater quantity than others, Dr. Crawford calls the capacities 
of bodies for containing heat. 

This capacity is greater, for inftance, in atmofpherical, and 
dephlogifticated, that is, pure air, than in fixed and phlogifticated 
air. Dr. Crawford’s experiments lead likewife him to maintain, 
that the earths or calces of metals poflefs a capacity of contair- 
ing, and that they actually contain, more heat than the metals 
themfelves : and combining thefe two general facts, he deduces 
from them this confequence ;—** that bodies when joined to 
pologifion contain lefs abfolute heat than when they are feparated 
from it ;” and therefore, ‘that if phlogifton be added toa body, 
4 quantity of the abfolute heat of that body will be extricated ; 
and if phlogifton be feparated again, an equal quantity of heat 
wil] be abforved.” From thefe principles he infers, ** that heat 
and phiogifton appear ta be two oppolite principles in nature ;” 
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and from thence he deduces the whole myftery of com. 
buftion. | 

Such is the fubftance of part of Mr. Morgan’s explariation of 
Dr. Crawford’s theory of heat, which the latter afterwards ap. 
plies to account for the production of animal heat. This part 
of Dr. Crawford's hypothefis, fays the Author, © depends 6 
much on the repugnancy of phlogifton to fire, that if thefe two 
principles can be fhewn not to be averfe to one another, a theo 
founded on this mutual averfion, and fupported likewife by fo 
few experiments, will hardly be thought to ceferve much atten. 
tion.’ 

The Author then inquires into the principles on which Dr, 
Crawford has founded his theory; and particularly examines the 
experiment, which was, we believe, firft made by Fahrenheit, 
in which a pint of water at 100° I. is mixed with a pint of 
quickfilver at 50 degrees. In this cafe, we are told that the 
common temperature of the whole will be nearly 80 degrees; fo 
that the water will have loft 20 degrees of its heat, and the 
quickfilver will have gained 30 degrees. Hence it is inferred, 
that the comparative quantities of abfolute heat in water and 
quickfilver are as 30 to 20; or, that a pint of water has more 
heat than a pint of quickfilver in the proportion of 3 to 2; and 
therefore, the Author adds, the fame quantity of ire, accord. 
ing to Dr. Crawford’s reafoning, which will require only two 
parts of water to contain it, will iiot be contained in lefs than 
three parts of quickfilver. 

Mr. Morgan endeavours to fhew, that the conclufions which 
have been drawn from experiments of this kind, allowing the 
truth of the refults, are not well founded ; and illuftrates his ob- 
jection by alluding to fome cafes refpecting faline folutions. He 
does not fee that the experiment in queftion proves any thing 
more than that fome bodies, as Dr. Franklin has obferved, are 
better condudfors of fire than others; or are more or Jefs capable 
of being acted upon by heat, whatever itis. In fhort, he dots 
not perceive that facts of this kind are adapted to prove any par- 
ticular theory of heat; and on the whole contiders the matter a 
a fubgeét which is much more eafily controverted than unéet- 

ood.’ . 

_ The Author afterwards relates various experiments, which 
feem to render very queftionable the accuracy of the manner io 
which Dr. Crawford’s experiments were made; and to invali- 
date the rule on which they are founded. ‘Thus—to give only 
a few inftances—ufing always equal weights (not bulks) of met 
cury and water, of different temperatures ; in one cafe, thea 

folute heats of mercury and water are found to be to each other 
in the ratio of 1 to 15.9; in a fecond experiment, of 1 to 34-93 


in a third, the ratio turns out to be 1 to 32.8. In this yo 
me 
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- (at 65°) gained only 3% degrees. In a fourth trial, the abfo- 
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ment, the mercury (at 181°) loft r12 degrees; and the water 


- 


lute heat of the mercury to that of the water, was in the ratio of 
;1021.6. In fhort, the Author produces many experiments, 
and offers various other obfervations, to fhew that the conclu- 
Gons, deduced by Dr. Crawford from his experiments, muft be 
rendered precarious, at Icalt, by the inaccuracies, and the various 
fources of inaccuracy, which he has pointed out. 

Thofe propofitions particularly, on which Dr, Crawford has 
founded bis theory of Animal heat, are next examined, with the 
fane attention and precifion; as well as the experiments from 
which Dr. Crawford inferred the very great quantity of abfolute 
heat contained in atmofpherical and deplogifticated air: while 
fixed, or impure air, heated, and contained in bladders, is faid 
to have imparted no more heat to water, than would have been 
communicated to it by the fame bladder empty, or in a coiapfed 
fate. 

In our Review of Dr. Crawford’s performance, we queftioned 
the practicability of deducing any fatisfactory refults from this 
clafs of his experiments, relative to azr, on twoaccounts, [See 
M. Review, November 1779, pag. 385, 385.] Thefe were, 
the extreme /mallne/s of the fcale; and the miitake which we 
conceived he had made, and which we {till conceive to be a 
miftake, in his confounding fixed and phlogifticated air; or, in 
other words, in confidering atmotpherical air, in certain pro- 
celles, fuch as refpiration, combuition, &c. to be changed into 
hxed air: —an opinion, which, though maintained by many re- 
fpeftable phitofophers, has not, to the beft of our recoll-ion, 
been hitherto jupported by any deciiive or even plaufible experi- 
ment; while there are numerous confiderations that militate 
againit it: the appearance of a /imall quantity of fixed air, in cers 
tain phlogiftic and other procefles, being eafily accounted for, 
by confidering it as cither previoufly exiiting in, and now pre- 
Cipitated from, the atmofpherical (or even dephlogifticated) air, 
in Waich the experiment was made; or as furnifhed by fome of 
the materials employed in the procefs. With refpe& to this laft 
particular —the fame portion of charcoal, for inftance, will, for 
along time, continue to furniih fixed air in numerous and va- 
nous procefies ; and even, when at length its phlogifton is all 
difipated, and it is reduced to white afhes, the {mall quantity 
of alcaline falt contained in them, is {till found :o be in a mild 
tate, that is, to contain fixed air.—But to return from this 
leeming digreifion from our immediate (ubjet ;—though it can 
Icarce be properly called a digreifion: as Dr. Crawford, in ac- 
Counting for the heat produced in combuition, founds his reafon- 
Ing on the fuppofition that fixed air is a Combination of common 
_ Rev, May 1781, Aa air 
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air and phlogifton; and that, in the procefs of combuftion 
common air is immediately changed into fixed air. : 

His prefent Examiner, who likewife controverts this laft po- 
fition (from which Dr. Crawford had inferred that * atmofphe. 
rical air, by being fuddenly converted into fixed air, is capable 
of raifing the latter 13,400 degrees, or to 12 times the heat of 
red hot iron’) relates feveral experiments, made with the affift. 
ance of a particular and commodious apparatus, here defcribed 
and delineated. From thefe it appears, that no onc kind of air 
feems to have a greater power of heating water than another; nor 
does one fpecies of air contain more abfolute heat than another, 
In fhort, according to his experiments, to which we cannot 
avoid giving full credit, the effects of heated air, pure or im- 
pure, mixed with cold water, are nearly imperceptible ; or, if 
perceptible, are fuch as may very eafily be accounted for, from 
the unavoidable inaccuracies in making the experiment, 

Dr. Crawford’s third propofition —** that the capacities of bodies 
for containing heat are diminifhed by the addition of phlogifton, and 
increased by the feparation of this principle.” —is contefted by the 
Author ; firft, as being founded only on a few experiments, and 
thefe too, made on one clafs of bodies: they cannot therefore juf- 
tify a general conclufion applicable to a// bodies. —* To fay that 
every fubftance in nature has lefs heat in proportion as its phlo- 
gifton is increafed, merely becaufe metals may have this property, 
is to take a vaft deal too much for granted, and to betray a 
greater fondnefs for fyftems than appears to be confiftent with 
true philofophy.’—In the fecond place, admitting even that tin, 
lead, iron, and antimony, nay that all metallic fubftances have 
their heat diminifhed in proportion as their phlogifton is in- 
creafed ; or that they contain lefs heat than their calces; the 
Author proceeds to fhew, by a few experiments, that this pro- 
polition is mot true with refpeét to fome other bodies; and con- 
cludes from thence that Dr. Crawford’s fyftem is not founded 
upon an wniverfal law of nature. The objects of the Author's 
four experiments, re{pecting this fubject, are drawn from the 
vegetable and mineral kingdom, Saw duft, or wood, containing 
all its phlogifton, is put to the trial with potafhes, or wood de- 
prived of its phlogifton ; and pit coal is oppofed to its afhes. 
Both thefe fets of experiments feem to bear their teftimony 
againft Dr. Crawford’s too general propofition. The abfolute 
heat of crude wood to that of calcined wood was found to beim 
the ratio of 23.6 to 7.8, or of 3 to 1; and the heat of coal to 
that of calcined coal, in the ratio of 5 to 3.4. 

The Author’s laft fection contains many pertinent obferva 
tions, with refpect to feveral remarkable faéts relating to heat 


and combuftion ; and which Dr. Crawford had noticed, as fe 
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ceiving an eafy folution from his fyftem. Mr. Morgan fhewss 
that the heat which is known to be produced in thefe cafes, and 
for the production of which Dr. Crawford accounts, by fup- 
pofing it to be occafioned by a decompofition of the air, may be 
produced likewife in vacuo, or in an exhaufted receiver, in air 
containing phlogifton. Thus the heat produced by a pafte 
formed of iron filings, fulphur, and water, takes place even 
when the materials are expofed to impure, that is nitrous air. 
Again, the heat and flame produced on the admixture of ef{>n- 
tial and other oils with fpirit of nitre; the heat occafioned by 
the attrition of a flint and fteel; and thar produced by the 
electric {park, have all been obferved to take place in vacuo. In 
the laft mentioned cafe, the Author drew the {parks from a very 
large conductor, through a vacuum one inch long, and 3 of an 
inch in diameter. ‘The mercury rofe in lefs than a minute two 
degrees; nor did he find it rife much, if at all, fafter, when he 
made the {parks pafs through common air, exactly in the fame cir- 
cumftances. 

One of Dr. Crawford’s obfervations, or rather deductions 
from fomie complicated experiments, which the Author particu- 
larly notices, iss that ‘ the fame heat which raifes common air 
one degree, will raife fixed air 67 degrees.’ “This aflertion ap- 
peared fo extraordinary to the Author, and at the fame time, if 
true, fo eafy to be verified, that he determined to put it to the 
tet of a direé? experiment: for if heat produced effce&ts fo im- 
menfely greater on fixed, than it does on common air; thefe ef- 
fetts fhou!d be vifible in a thermometer fufpended in each. 

Two thermometers were accordingly fufpended in two fepa- 
tate bladders, one of which contained a pint of fixed air, and 
the other an equal quantity of common air, both at the tempe- 
rature of 75 degrees, Plunging both the bladders at the fame 
infant into a pail of water at'150°; the mercury was feen to 
rife as faft in the fixed as it did in the common air. Inflam- 
mable air was tried in the fame manner ; and alfo phlogifticated 
and deplogifticated airs; * in which cafe, the one ought to have 
heated 309 times fafter than the other :’ but the refulis of ail 
thefe experiments were much the fame. | 

It May be alleged, fays Mr. Morgan, that Dr. Crawford’s 
meaning is only that common air, in a given degree of {enfib'e 
heat, Contains, in a latent /tate, 67 times as much heat as fixed 
air of the fame degree of fenfible heat; yet, ‘ if by the degree of 
adjolute heat he meant, what alone it properly fignifies, the dif- 


ferent capacities of being beatea and cooled, or diffirent fufceptibiit- 


lies of the aétion of fire; then does this experiment undeniably 
Prove, that there is no difference in the degree of this abfolute 
fat in fixed and common air. Were there any fuch difference, 
the thermometer would rife fafter in the ene than ia the other ; 
Aa 2 a3 
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as's known to be the cafe with regard to quickfilver and water 
metats and their calces, &c.’ ’ 

Tnefe and many other pertinent refleftions and experiments 
certainiy merit the attention of thofe who with to invefticate this 
curious fubjecét, and icularly of ; folk ee 

ous fubject, and particularly of Dr. Crawford ; whom we 
hope they will incite to repeat, diverfily, and extend his ex peri- 
ments. Science cannot fail to be a gainer by an amicable con. 


tention of this kind. Dp 
°¢@ “, 


Ant. LV. Confideraticns on the Efficacy of Ele&ricity in removin 
Female Obftructions, &c. By John Birch, Surgeon. ‘The Second 
Editor. 8vo. 8.6d. Cadell. 1780. 





N our Review of the firft edition of this performance, we 
| obferved, that the medical reader would naturally wih that 
the Author had been more explicit, in deicnbing the manner in 
which the eleétric {hock was exhibited, in the cates related b 
him.~—-€ “The number of defperate cales,’. fays the Author in 
the Preface to this edition, § arifing from ob{tructed mentfes, 
which have been relieved by electricity fince the firft publica. 
tion of this pamphlet, brings a fatisfactory reflection to my 
mind, and’ induces me to give a more particular defcription of 
my manner of applying it; that the practice may become ge- 
neral, and that an objection which has been illidcrally urged 
avainft it may be removed: for, if any zudelicacy atrended the 
mode of treatment, that alone would have been an infuperable 
objc€tion to the recommendation of it, and muft have difcoue 
raged the ule of fo efficacious and fo beneficial a remedy.’ 

The Author: accordingly, in his Preface to the prefent edi- 
tion of his Pamphlet, has given a fhort and general defeription 
of his method of tranfmitting the electric thock through the 
parts principally interefted ; in which the operation is fo con- 
ducted, as not to give offence to the moft {crupulous delicacy 
of the patient. In cafes of this nature, however, as well as 
in many other medical and chirurgical proceedings and opera- 
tions, delicacy is a term merely relative ; and if the Author bad 
been a little more communicative ia his firft edition, he might 
very probably have prevented what he calls the * objection 
which has been illiderally urged againft his practice.’ In opera 
tions, the {cope of which is to fave life, or even to reftore 
health, common fenfe has, by common confent, even in the moft 
refined communities, givenits fanction to certain means to ob- 
tain thefe ends; which, confidered fingly, and without a view 
to their object or confequence, might juftly be confidered 4 
indecorous, indecent, or even grofs, in an extreme degree. 


No proceeding, however, which can juflly merit any om 
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of thefe epithets, as we now learn, takes place in the — 
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method of adminiftering the fhack. One of the diveciors for 
fender metallic rods) is introduced through the pocket, or cown 
the back of the ftays, fo as to reach to tic lower part ot the 
fpine, nearly upon the os facrum, while the other 1s piaced be- 
low the peak of the ftays. When the directors are thus f:tua- 
ted, the fhock is expected to pafs immediately through that 
part of the pelvis which 1s included bitween the directors. 
One of them is then removed from under the peak ef the 
ftays, and placed under one foot, and afterwards under the 
other. Some lateral fhocks are afterwards tranfimitted acrofs 
the pelvis, after having introduced a director through each poc- 
ket-hole. 

This is an abridgment of the Author's defcription cf the 
method which he has ufed in the generality of cafes that 
have been fubmitted to his care; and © where the d feafe has 


arifen only from an obftrugtion of the uter ne veficls,’ and has 
not been attended with extreme debility, and periodical pains 
about the region of the wterus, he declares, that * tiis method 
has always proved fuccefsful ;’ and that he contiders elec?ricity 
as being ¢ as certain a fpecific for the removal of menitrual ob- 
ftructions, as the bark for the cure of intermittents, or Mer- 


cury for the /ues Venerea.’ 





Act. V. Continuation of the Account of Mr. Gibbon’s Hifory of the 
Decline and Fall of the Reman Empire. 


R. Gibbon introduces the nineteenth chapter of his Hif- 

tory with obferving, that, as Conftantius was deftitute of 
perfonal merit, either in peace or war, zs he feared his Generals, 
and diftrufted his Minifters, the triumph of bis arms ferved only 
tocfablifh the reign of the Eunuchs over the Roman world. 
Thofe unhappy beings, the ancient production of oriental jea- 
loufy and defpoti{m, were introdue:d into Greece and Rome, ke 
fays, by the contagion of Afiatic luxury. Their progrefs was 
rapid; and the eunuchs, who, in the time of Auguftus, had 
been abhorred, as the monftrous retinue of an Egyp:ian Queen, 
were gradually admitted into the familics of matrons, of Se 
nators, and of the Emperors themfelves. Reftrained by the 
fevere edits of Domitian and Nerva, Cherifhed by the pride of 
ocletian, reduced to an humble ftatien by the prudence of 
Conttantine, they multiplied in the palaces of his degenerate 
fons, and infenfibly acquired the knowledge, and at length the 
direction, of the fecret counfels of Conitantius. The averfion 
and Contempt which mankind has fo uniformly entertained for 
that imperfe& fpecies, appears, our Hiftorian fays, to have de- 
gtaded their character, and to have rendered them almoft as in- 
Capable as they were fuppofed to be, of concei ying any generous 
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fentiment, or of performing any worthy aétion. But the Ey. 
nuchs were {killed in the arts of flattery and intrigue; and the 
alrernately governed the mind of Conftantius by his fears, his 
indolence, and his vanity. Whilft he viewed in a deceitful 
mirror the fair appearance of public profperity, he fupinely per- 
mitted thein to intercept the complaints of the injured provinces, 
to accumulate immenfe treafures by the fale of juftice and of 
honours; to difgrace the moft important dignities, by the pro- 
motion of thofe who had purchafed at their hands, the powers of 
opprefiion, and to gratify their refentment againft the few inde. 
pendent fpjrits, who arrogantly refufed to folicit the protection 
of flaves. Of thefe flaves the moft diftinguifhed was the Cham- 
berlain, Eufebius, who ruled the monarch and the palace with 
fuch abiolute fway, that Conftantius, according to the farcafm 
of an impartial hiftorian (Ammian. ]. 18. c. 4.), pofiefled fome 
credit with this haughty favourite. By his artful fuggeftions, 
the Emperor was perfuaded to fubfcribe the condemnation of the 
unfortunate Gallus, and to add a new crime to the long lift of 
unnatural murders, which pollute the honour of the houle of 
Conitantine. 

Our Hiftorian now proceeds to give an account of the eleva- 
tion andideath of Gallus—the danger and elevation of Julian— 
‘the Sarniatian and Perfian wars—the victories of Julian in Gaul, 
h&and)concludes the chapter in the following manner : 

‘ His falutary influence (Julian’s) retlored the cities of Gaul, 
which had been fo long expofed to the evils of civil difcord, Barba- 
tian war, and domeitic tyranny; and the {pirit of indultry was re- 
vived with the hopes of enjoyment, Agriculture, manufactures, and 
commerce, again flourifhed under the protection of the laws; and the 
curi@, or Civil Corporations, were again filled with ufeful and ref{pect- 
able members: the youth were no Jonger apprehenfive of marriage; 
and masried perfons were no longer apprehenfive of pofterity: the 

ublic and private fettivals were celebrated with cuttomary pomp; 
and the frequent and fecure intercourfe ot the provinces difplayed the 
image of nativnal profperity. A mind like that of Julian, mutt have 
fel: the genera! happinefs of which he was the author; but he viewed, 
with peculiar fatisfaction and complacency, the city of Paris; the feat 
of his winter refidence, and the object even of his partial affection. 
That {pleadid capital, which now embraces an ample territory of 
cither fide of the Seine, was originally confined to the fmall ifland 
in the midit of the river, from whence the inhabitants derived a {up- 
ply of pure and falubrious water. The river bathed the foot of the 
walls; and the town was acceflible only by two wooden bridyes. 
forett overfpread the northern fide of the Seine ; but on the fouth, the 
ground, which row bears the name of the Univerfity, was infenibly 
covered with houfes, and adorned with a palace and amphitheatre 
baths, an squedu@, and a field of Mars for the exercife of the Romas 
troop. ‘The {everity of the climate was tempered by the neighbout 
hood of the ccean; and with fome precautions, which experieit 
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had taught, the vine and fig-tree were fuccefsfully cultivated. But, 
in remarkable winters, the Seine was deeply frozen; and the huge 

‘eces of ice that floated down the ftream, might be compared, by an 
Afiatic, to the blocks of white marble which were extracted from the 
quarries of Phrygia. The licentioufnefs and corruption of Antioch, 
recalled to the memory of Julian the fevere and fimple manners of his 
beloved Lutetia; where the amufements of the theatre were unknown 
or defpifed. He indignantly contrafted the effeminate Syrians with 
the brave and honeft fimplicity of the Gauls, and almott forgave the 
jmtemperance, which was the only ftain of the Celtic character. If 

ulian could now revifit the capital of France, he might converfe 
with men of fcience and genius, capable of underftanding and of in- 
ftrudting a difciple of the Greeks; he might excufe the lively and 

raceful follies of a nation, whofe martial {pirit has never been ener- 
vated by the indulgence of luxury; and he muft applaud the per- 
feftion of that ineftimable arr, which fofiens, and refines, and embel- 
lihhes the intercourfe of focial life.’ 

The twentieth chapter does much honour to the judgment 
and political difcernment of the Hiftorian, and contains a great 
deal of valuable inftruction. Mr. Gibbon confiders the motives, 
the progrefs, and the effeéts of the converfion of Conftantine, 
together with the legal eftablifhment and conftitution of the 
Chriftian or Catholic Church. 

‘ The victories and the civil policy of Conftantine,’ fays he, ‘ no 
longer influence the ftlate of Europe; but a confiderable portion of 
the globe ftill retains the imprefhon which it received from the con- 
verficn of that monarch; and the ecclefiaftical infliiutions of his 
reign are flill connected, by an indiffoluble chain, with the opinions, 
the paflions, and the intereit, of the prefent generation. 

‘ In the confideration of a fubjeé&t which may be examined with 
impartiality, but cannot be viewed with indifference, a difficulty im- 
mediately arifes of a very unexpected nature; that of afcertaining 
the real and precife date of the converfion of Conftantine. ‘The elo- 
quent Lactantius, in the midft of his court, feems impatient to pro- 
claim to the world, the glorious example of the fovereign of Gaul; 
who, in the firft momenis of his reign, acknowledged and adored the 
majelly of the true and only God. The learned Eufebius has afcribed 
the faith of Conftantine to the miraculous fign which was difpiayed 
io the heavens, whilft he meditated and prepared the Italian expedi- 
tion. The hiftorian Zofimus maliciovfly afferts, that the Emperor 
had imbrued his hands in the blood of his eldeft fon, before he pub- 
licly renounced the gods of Rome and of ‘his anceftors, The per- 
Pexity produced by thefe difcordant authorities, is derived from the 
behaviour of Conftantine himfelf. According to the ftriinefs of ec- 
clefaltical language, the firft of the Céri/ian Emperors was unwor- 
thy of that name, till the moment of his dea:h; fince it was only 
Curing his Jaft illnefs that he received, as a catechumen, the im pofi- 
on of hands, and was afterwards admitted, by the initiatory sites 
of baptifm, into the number of the faithful. ‘The Chriflianity of 
Conttantine muft be allowed in a much more vague and qua'iited 
(tole; and the niceft accuracy is required in tracing the flow and al- 
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moft imperceptible gradations by which the monarch declared —_ 
felf the protector, and at length the profelyte, of the church. ft was 
an arduous tafk to eradicate the habits and prejudices of his educa. 
tion, to acknowledge the divine power of Chrili, and to underttand 
that the truth of Ais revelation was incompatible with the worlhip of 
the gods. The obitacles which he had probably experienced in his 
own mind, infructed him to procecd with caution in the momentous 
change of a national religion ; and he infenfibly difcevered his new 
opinions, as far as he could enforce them with fafety and with effed, 
During the whele courfe of his reign, the itream of Chriltianity flowed 
with a gentle, though accelerated motion: but its general direGion 
was fometimes checked and fometimes diverted, by the accidental 
circuinfiances of the times, and by the prudence, or poflibly by the 
caprice, of che monarch. His mintilers were permitted to fignify the 
intentions of their mafter, in the various language which was bet 
adapied to their refpective priactples ; and he artfully balanced the 
hopes aad fears of his fubjects, by publithing in the fame year two 
ediéts; the firtt of which enjoined the folemn obfervance of Sunday, 
and the fecond direcied the regular confultation of the Arufpices, 
While this important revolution yet remained in [ufpence, the hrf. 
tians and the Pagans watched the conduct of their fovereign with the 
fame anxiety, but with very oppoite fentiments. The former were 
prompted by every motive of zea!, as weil as vanity, to exapgerate 
the marks of his favour, and the evidences of his faith. The latter, 
till their jul ‘apprehenfions were changed into defpair and refentment, 
attempted to conceal from the world, and from themfelves, that the 
pods of Rome could no longer reckon the Emperor in the rumber of 
their votaries. The fame paflions and prejudices have engaged the 
partial writers cf the times to conneét the public profeftion of Chritti- 
anity, wiih the moft glorious or the molt igrominious xra of the reiga 

of Conftantine. 
©‘ Whatever fymptoms of Chriftttan piety might tranfpire in the 
difcourfes or ations of Cenitantine, he perfevered till he was near 
forty years of age in the practice of the eitablifhed religion; and the 
fame conduct which in the court of Nicomedia might be imputed to 
h's fear, could be aferibed cnly to the inc!inatien or policy of the 
fovereion of Gaul. His liberality reliored and enriched the temples 
of the gods: the medals which iffued from his Imperial mint are im- 
prefled with the figues and attributes of Jupiter and Apollo, of Mars 
and Hercules; and his filial piety increafed the council of Olympus 
by the folemn apotheofis of his father Conflantius. But the devotion 
»f Conitantine was more p:culiarly cirected to the genius of the Sun, 
the Apollo of Greek and Roman mythology; and he was pleafed to 
be reprefented with the fymbols of the God cf Light and Poetry. 
‘The unerring thafts of that deity, the brightnefs of his eyes, his lau- 
rel wreath, immortal beauty, and elegant accomplishments, feem 00 
point him out as the patron of a young hero. ‘The altars of Apollo 
were crowned with the vorive offerings of Conftantine ; and the cre 
dulous multitude were taught to believe, that the hmperor was per 
mitted to behold with mortal eyes, the vilible majeity of their tuteiar 
deity; and that, either waking or in a vilion, he was bleffed wich the 
aufpicious omeng Of a long and vicicrivus reign. ‘The Sun was all 
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serfally cclcbrared as the invincible guide and protector of Conflan- 
dine; and the Pagans might reafonab'y expect, that the infulted god 
would purfue, with unrelenting vengeance, the impiety of bis un- 
ratefu! favourite. ; omy ; 

« As long as ConMantine exercifed a limited fovereignty over the 
provinces of Gaal, his Chrittan fubjects were protected by the au- 
thority, and perhaps by the laws, of a prince, who wilely left to the 
ods, the cure Of vindicating their own honour. If we may credit the 
wjerion of Couftantine himfelf, he had been an indignant {pectator 
of the favage c:uelties which were inflitted, by the hands of Roman 
foldiers, on thofe citizens whofe religion was their only crime. In 
the Fall and in the Wet, he had feen the different eflects of feverity 
and indulgence ; and as the former was rendered fill more odious by 
the example of Galerius, his 1mplacable enemy, the latter was re- 
commended to his imivation by the authority and advice of a dying 
{atnere Lhe fon of Conftantius immediately fufpended or repealed 
the edicts of perfecution, and granted the free exercife of their reli- 
gious ceremonies to all tho‘e, wno had already profeffed themfelves 
members of the church. They were foon encouraged to depend on 
the favour as well as on the jultice of their fovereign, who had im- 


hited a fecrer and fincere reverence for the name of Chrift, and for 
tie God of the Chriftians. 

‘ About five months after the conqueft of Italy, the Emperor made 
afolemn and authentic declaration of his fentiments, by the cele- 
brated edict of Milan, which reitored peace to the Catholic church. 
In the perfonal interview cf the two weitern princes, Conftantine, by 
the afcendant of genius and power, obcained the ready concurrence of 
his cclieaoue Licinius ; the union of their names and authority dif- 
armed the fury of M.ximin ; and, after the death of the tyrant of the 
Pall, the edict of Milan was received as a general and fundamental 
lew of the Roman world. ‘The wifdom of the Emperors provided for 
the relitution of all the civil and religious rights of which the Chrif- 
tians had been fo unjufily deprived. I: was enagted, that the places 
of worthip, and public lands, which had been confifcated, fhould be 
refored to the church, without difpute, wichout delay, and without 
expence; and this fevere injanction was accompanied with a gracious 
promite, that if any of the purchafers had paid a fair and adequate 
price, they fhould be indemnified from the Imperial treafury. The 
falutary regulations which guard the future tranquillity of the faith- 
ful, are framed on the principles of enlarged and equal toleration ; 
and fuch an equality mutt have been interpreted by a recent fea, as 
an advantageous and honeurable diftinétion. The two Emperors 
Proclarm to the world, that they have granted a free and abfolute 
Power to the Chriitians, and to all others, of following the reli- 
ion which each ingivicual thinks proper to prefer, to which he 
has acd:cted his mind, and which he may deem the beft adapted 
to his own ufe. They carefally explain every ambiguous word, 
femove every exception, and exaét from the Governors of the 
Provinces a itrict obedience to the true and fimple meaning of 
én ecict, which was defigned to eftablifh and fecure, without 
any Imitation, the claims of religious liberty. ‘They conde- 
“id to alton two weighty seafons which have induced them to 
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allow this univerfal toleration: the humane intention of COnfultin 
the peace and happinefs of their people ; and the pious hope, tha 
by fuch a conduét, they fhall appeafe and propitiate rhe Deity, pre: 
feat is in heaven. ‘lhey gratefully acknowledge the many fignal 

roofs which they have received of the divine favour; and they trug 
that the fame Providence will for ever continue to proteé the profpe. 
rity of the prince and people, From thefe vague and indefinite ey. 
prefiions of piety, three fuppofitions may be deduced, of a different 
but not of an incompatible, nature. The mind of Conftantine might 
fluctuate between the Pagan and the Chrittian religions. According 
to the loofe and complying notions of Polytheifm, he might acknow. 
ledge the God of the Chriftians as one of the many deities who com. 

ofed the hierarchy of heaven. Or, perhaps, he might embrace the 
philofophic and pleafing idea, that, notwichftanding the varicyy of 
names, of rites, and of opinions, all the fects and all the nations of 
mankind, are united in the worthip of the common Father and Creator 
of the univerfe.’ 

In the further profecution of his fubjeét, Mr. Gibbon obferves, 
that the Chriftian religion contains a pure, benevolent, and uni- 
verfal fyftem of ethics, adapted to every duty and evcry condition of 
life. Such an acknowledgment, and from fuch a writer too, 
will, we hope, have due weight with a certain clafs of readers, 
and of Authors likewife, and lead them ferioufly to confider, 
how far it is confiftent with the character of good citizens, to 
endeavour, by fly infinuations, oblique hints, indecent fneet 
and ridicule, to weaken the influence of fo pure and benevolent a 
fyftem of as that of Chriftianity, acknowledged to be admirably 
calculated for promoting the happinefs of individuals, and the 
welfare of fociety. But to return. 

In this chapter, Mr. Gibbon enables his readers to form a jutt 
eftimate of the famous vifion of Conftantine, by a diftiné con- 
fideration of the fiandard, the dream, and the cele/fial fign; by 
feparating the hiftorical, the natural, and the marvellous parts 
of this extraordinary ftory, which, in the compofition of a {pe- 
cious argument, have been artfully confounded, he fays, in one 
fplendid and brittle mafs, 

The whole of this chapter is curious and interefting, but we 
muft content ourfelves with laying before our Readers the fol- 
lowing extract: 

‘ The pride of Conftantine, fays Mr. Gibbon, who refufed the 
privileges of acatechumen, cannot eafily be explained or exculed; 
but the delay of his baptifm may be justified by the maxims and the 
practice of ecclefiaitical antiquity. The facrament of baptifm was 
vegularly adminiftered by the Bithop himfelf, with his affiflant clergy, 
in the cathedral church of the diocefe, during the fifty days between 
the folemn feftivals of Eafter and Pentecoft; and this holy term ad- 
mitted a numerous bard of infants and adul: perfons into the bofom 
of the church. ‘The difcretion of parents often fufpended the bap 


tifm of their children till they could underftand the obligations = 
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contracted: the feverity of ancient Bifhops exacted from the new 
converts @ novicia‘e Of two or three years; and the catechumens 
hemfelves, from different motives of a temporal or a fpiritual nature, 
0 feldom impatient to affume the character of perfect and initiated 
Chriftians. The facrament of baptifm was fuppofed to contain a 
full and abfolute expiation of fin; and the fou! was inftantly reflored 
ro its original purity, and entitled to the promife of eternal falvation. 
Among the proielytes of Chriftianity, there were many who judged 
itimprudent tO precipitate a falutary rite, which could not be re- 
eated ; to throw away an ineftimable privilege, which could never 
he recovered. By the delay of their baptifm, they could venture 
feely to indulge their paffions in the enjoyment of this world, while 
they ftull retained in their own hands the means of a fure and eafy ab- 
fluion, The fublime theory of the gofpel had made a much fainter 
imprefion on the heart than on the underftanding of Conflantine 
himfelf. He purfued the great object of his ambition through the 
dark and bloody paths of war and policy; and after the viciory, he 
abandoned himfelf, without moderation, to the abufe of his fortune. 
Inflead of afferting his jult fuperiority above the imperfeét heroifm 
and profane philofophy of Trajan and the Antonines, the mature age 
of Conftantine forfeited the reputation which he had acquired in his 
youth, As he gradually advanced in the knowledge of truth, he pro- 
portionably declined in the practice of virtue; and the fame year of 
his reign in which he convened the council of Nice, was polluted by 
the execution, og rather murder, of his eldeft fon. This date is 
alone fufticient to refute the ignorant and malicious fuggeflions of 
Zofimus, who affirms, that, after the death of Crifpus, the remorfe 
of his father accepted from the minifters of Chriitianity the expiation 
which he had vainly folicited from the Pagan pontiffs. At the time 
of the death of Crifpus, the Emperor could no longer hefitate in the 
choice of a religion ; he could no longer be ignorant that the church 
was poflefled of an infallible remedy, though he chofe to defer the 
application of it, till the approach of death had removed the tempta- 
tion and danger of a relapfe. The Bifhops, whom he fummoned, in 
his lal illnefs, to the palace of Nicomedia, were edified by the fer- 
vour with which he requelted and received the facrament of baptifm, 
by the folemn proteftation that the remainder of his life fheuld be 
worthy of a difciple of Chritt, and by his humble refufal to wear the 
Imperial purple after he had been clothed in the white garment of a 
Neophyte. The example and reputation of Conftantine feemed to 
countenance the delay of baptifm. Future tyrants were encouraged 
to believe, that the innocent blood which they might fhed in a long 
reign, would initantly be wafhed away in the waters of regeneration 
and the abufe of religion dangeroufly undermined the foundations of 
moral virtue, 
AThe gratitude of the church has exalted the virtues and excufed 
the failings of a generous patron, who feated Chriftianity on the 
throne of the Roman world; and the Greeks, who celebrate the fef- 
tial of the Imperial faint, feldom mention the name of Conftantine 
without adding egual to the Apoftles. Such a comparifon, if it alludes 
to the charaéter of thofe divine miffionaries, muit be imputed to the 
‘xtravagance of impious flattery. But if the parallel is confined = 
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the extent and number of their evangelic victories, the fuccet, of 
Conftantine might perhaps equal that of the Apoilles themélve:, B, 
the edicts of toleration, he removed the temporal difadvantaces which 
had hitherto retarded the progrefs of Chriitianity; and its adtive and 
numerous minifters received a free permiflion, a liberal encourere 
ment, to recommend the falutary truchs of revelation by every ak 
ment which could affect the reafon or piety of mankind. The Bh 
balance of the two religions continued but a moment; and the 
piercing eye of ambition and avarice foon cifcovered, that the profef. 
fion of Uhriftianity might contribute to the interelt of the prefent, as 
well as of a future, life. The hopes of wealth and honours, the ey. 
ample of an Emperor, his exhortations, iis irrefiitible fmiles, diffafe 
conviction among the venal and ob/equious crowds which ulually fill 
the apartments of a palace. The cities which fignalized a forward 
zeal, by the voluntary deftruction of their temples, were ciilinguithed 
by municipal privileges, and rewarded with popular donatives; and 
the new capital of tie Eaft gloried in the fingular advantage, that 
Conftantinople was never protaned by the wortiip of idols. As the 
lower ranks of fociety are governed by imitation, the converfion of 
thofe who poflefled any eminence of birth, of power, or of riches, 
was foon followed by deperdent multitudes. The falvation of the 
common people was purchafed at an eafy raie, if it be true, that, in 
one year, twelve thoufand men were baptized at Rome, befides a pro- 
portionable number of women and children; and thata white garment, 
with twenty picces of gold, hed been promifed by, the Emperor to 
every convert. ‘The powerful influence of Conftantine was not cir- 
cumfcribed by the narrow limits of his life, or of his dominions, 
The education which he beftowed on his fons and nephews, fecured 
to the empire a race of princes, whofe faith was itil] more lively and 
fincere, as they imbibed, in their earlieft infancy, the fpirit, or at 
Jeaft the doétrine, of Chriftianity. War and commerce had fpread 
the knowledge of the gofpel beyond the confines of the Roman pro- 
vinces; and the Barbarians, who had difdained an humble and pio- 
{cribed fect, foon learned to eliecin a religion which had been fo 
Jately embraced by the greateft monarch and the mo! civilized nation 
of the globe. ‘The Goths and Germans, who enitled under the 
ftandard of Rome, revered the crois which glittered at the head of 
the legions, and their fierce countrymen received at the fame ume, 
the leffons of faith and of humanity. The Kings of iberia and ar 
menia worfhipped the God of their proreStor; and their fubjects, who 
have invariably preferved the name of Chriftians, foon formed a fa- 
cred and perpetual connedtion with their Roman brethren. The 
Chriftians of Perfia were fufpetted, in time of war, of preferring their 
religion to their country; but as long as peace fubiifled between the 
two empires, the perfecuting fpirit of the Magi was effectually re- 
ftrained by the interpofition of Conflantine. The rays of the gofpe 
illuminated the coaft of India. The colonies of Jews, who had pt- 
netrated into Arabia and /cthiopia, oppofed the progrefs of Chrili- 
anity ; but the labour of the miffionaries was in fome meafure facili- 
tated by a previous knowledge of the M >faic revelation ; and Abyflinia 
fiill reveres the memory of Frumentius, who, in the time of (00 


ftantine, devoted his life to the converfion of thole fequeflered en 
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Under the reign of his fon Conftantius, Theophilus, who was himfelf 
of Indian extraction, wes invelted with the double character of Am- 
baflador and Bithop. He embarked on the Red Sea with two hun- 
dred borfes of the purett breed of Cappadocia, which were fent by 
the Emperor to the Prince of the Sabeans, or Homenites. Theophi- 
lus was entruited with many other ufeful or curious prefents, which 
might raife the admiration, and conciliate the friendthip, of the 
parbarians ; and he fuccefstully employed feveral years in a paitoral 
vit to the churches of rhe torrid zone. , 

‘ The irrefiftible power of the Roman Emperors was difplayed in the 
important and dangerous change of the national religion. ‘The ter- 
rors of amili:ary force filenced the faint and unfupported murmurs 
of the Pagans, and there was reafon to expect, that the cheerful fub- 
migion of the Chriitian clergy, as well as people, would be the re- 
fait of confcience and gratitude. It was long fince eltablifhed, as a 
fundamental maxim of the Roman conititution, that every rank of 
citizens were alixe fubject to the laws, and that the care of religion 
was the right, as well as duty of the civil magiftrate. Conftantine 
and his fucceffors could not eafily perfuade themfelves that they had 
forfeited, by their converfion, any branch of the Imperial prerogatives, 
or that they were incapable of giving laws to a religion which they 
had proteled and embraced. ‘The Emperors ftill continued to exer- 
cife a fupreme jurifdiction over the ecclefiaftical order; and the fix- 
teenth book of the Theodofian code, reprefents, under a variety of 
titles, the authority which they affumed in the government of the 
Catholic church. 

‘But the diftinlion of the fpiritual and temporal powers, which had 
never been impofed on the free fpirit of Greece and Rome, was in- 
troduced and confirmed by the legal elt-blifhment of Chriflianity, 
The office of Supreme Pontiff, which, from the tine of Numa to that 
of Auguftus, had always been exerc:fed by one of the moft emirent 
of the fenators, was at length united to the Imperial dignity. The 
irt magiftrate of the flate, as often as he was prompted by fuperfti- 
tion or policy, performed with his own hands the facerdotal func- 
tions; nor was there any order of prielts, either at Rome or in the 
provinces, who claimed a more facred charatéter among men, or a 
more intimate Communication with the Gods. But in che Chrittian 
church, which entrults the fervice of the altar to a perpetual fuccef- 
fion of confecrated miniiters, the monarch, whofe {piritual rank is 
lefs honourable than that of the meaneft deacon, was feated below the 
tails of the fanétuary, and confounded with ihe reft of the faithful 
multitude, the Emperor might be ‘aluted as the father of his people, 
but he owed a filial duty and reverence to the fathers of the church ; 
and the fame marks of refpeét. which Conitantine had paid to the 
perfons of faints and contefiurs, were foon exacted by the pride of the 
epilcopal order. A fecret conflict between the civil and ecclefiaftical 
juriidittions embarraffed the operations of the Roman government; 
and a pious Emperor was alarmed by the guilt and danger of touch- 
ing with a profane hand the ark of che covenant. The feparation of 
men nto the two orders of the clergy and of the laity was, indeed, 
familiar to many nations of antiquity; and the priefts of India, of 
trlia, of Ailviia, of Judea, of AZthiopia, of Evyps, and of Gaul, 
derived 
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derived from a celeftial origin the temporal power and poff 
which they had acquired, Thefe venerable inftitutions WE 

affimilated themfelves to the manners and government of their 
{pective countries; but the oppofition or contempt of the civil 2 
ferved to cement the difcipline of the primitive church. The Chri 
tians had been obliged to elect their own magiftrates, to raife id 
diftribute a peculiar revenue, and to regulate the internal okie? 
their republic by a code of laws, which were ratified by the ms. 
of the people, and the practice of three hundred years. When Con 
ftantine embraced the faith of the Chriltians, he feemed to contra a 
perpetual alliance with a diftin¢ét and independent fociety ; and the 
privileges granted or confirmed by that Emperor, or by his fuccef. 
fors, were accepted, not as the precarious favours of the court, but 
as the juft and unalienable rights of the ecclefiaftical order.’ ; 

The Catholic church we are told, was adminiftered by the 
fpiritual and legal jurifdi@ion of eighteen hundred Bithops; of 
whom one thoufand were featcd in the Greek, and eight hrundied 
in the Latin provinces, of the empire.—While the civi/ and mi- 
litary profeffions were feparated by the policy of Conftantine, a 
new and perpetual order of ecclefa/fical minifters, always te- 
fpectable, fometimes dangerous, was eftablifhed in the church 
and ftate. ‘The review of their ftation and attributes may be 
diftributed, our Author fays, under the following heads: 1. Po- 
pular election; 2. Ordination of the clergy; 3. Property; 4 
Civil jurifdiGtion; 5. Spiritual cenfures ; 6. Exercife of public 
oratory; 7. Privilege of legiflative aflemblies.x—We refer our 
Readers to the work itfelf for what is faid under each of thefe 
heads. 

The perfecution of herefy, the fchifm of the Donatifts, the 
Arian controverfy, the character and adventures of Athanafius, 
the diftracted {tate of the church and empire under Conftantine 
and his Sons, and the toleration of Paganifm, are the fubjetts 
treated of in the twenry-firft chapter, and the Reader will no 
where find them difcufled with fo much accuracy and ability, 
within fo narrow a compafs. 

From the age of Conftantine to that of Clovis and Theodore, 
the temporal interefts both of the Romans and Ba: barians were 
deeply involved in the theological difputes of Arianifm. The 
hiftorian, therefore, Mr. Gibbon fays, may be permitted refped- 
fully to withdraw the veil of the fanétuary ; and to deduce the 
progrefs of reafon and faith, of error and paffion, from the 
{chool of Plato to the decline and fall of the empire, ‘This 184 
curious fubject, and what is advanced upon it will afford ample 
materials for reflection to every philofophical reader. But #6 
fhall conclude this Article with obferving, that Mr. Gibbon, " 
the beginning of this chapter, has ufed the word /ubmitted in 
fenfe, wherein, we apprehend, it is never ufed.—* The com 


plaints and mutual accufations which affailed the throne 0 
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Conftantine, as foon as the death of Maxentius had /ubmitted 
Africa to his victorious arms,’ &c.—As Mr. Gibbon ftands in 
the firft clafs of modern writers, he will certainly be often quoted 
43 an authority ; it is proper, therefore, to endeavour to prevent 
the ill effects of fo powerful an example. 


[To be continued] LX , 








an 


Art, VI. Dr. Moore’s View of Society and Manners in Italy, con- 
cluded. See Review for February. 


E have given our Readers fome idea of the contents of 
the firft volume of the publication now before us ; and 


we now come to 
Vou. Ii. 


This volume opens with an account of bufts, ftatues, Hea- 
then deities, &c. on which the Author defcants in his ufual 
frain of vivacity and pleafant humour. We have then a very 
agreeable fketch of the late Pope Ganganelli; with an exceed- 
ing good ftory of a Scotch Prefbyterian parfon, who took a 
journey to Rome, to convert the Pope. The ftory ends in a 
way much to the credit of his Holineis: as doth, likewife, the 
account here given of the ceremony which took place on the 
D. of H. and our Author being prefented to the Sovereign Pon- 
tiff, The forgoing particulars are the fubjects of Letters 
XLVI, XLVII, XLVIII, and XLIX. 

In Letter L. the modern Romans are difcufled; the ladies are 
compared with thofe of England; and we have fome very perti- 
nent obfervations on portrait-painting. 

Letter LI. entertains us with the carnival, the mafquerades, 

. horfe-races, the amufements of the theatres at Rome, &c. 
C, 
In Letter LIT. we accompany this agreeable traveller in his 
journey from Rome to Naples; and in the fixteen following 
letters, we have the Doétor’s account of whatever he deemed 
worthy of his particular notice at the court, and in the domi- 
nions, of his Neapolitan Majefty. From thefe particulars we 
thall extract his character of the nobleffe : 

‘ The hereditary jurifdiGtion of the nobles over their vaffals fub- 
iis, both in the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, in the full rigour of 
the feudal government. The peafants therefore are poor; and it de- 
pends entirely on the perfonal character of the matters, whether their 
Poverty is not the leait of their grievances. If the land was leafed 
out to free farmers, whofe property was perfectly fecure, and the 
leafes of a fufticient length to allow the tenant to reap the fruits of 
'sOwn improvements, there is no manner ef doubt that the eltates 
of the nobility would produce much more. The landlord might 
ey higher rent paid in money, inttead of being collected in kind, 
‘ca dubjects him to the falaries and impciitions of a numerous train 
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of flewards; and the tenants, on their parts, would be eng) 


princes; and, from the fentiments I have heard expreffed by the 
Krench, [very much doubt, whether their high nobility would ar. 
cept of the privileges of Englifh peers, at the expence of that info. 
fent fuperiority, and thofe licentious freedoms, with which ¢dey may, 
though no Eng!:ith peer can, treat with impunity the citizens and 
people of inferior rank. We need be the lefs turprifed at this, when 
we confider that, in fome parts of the Britith empire, where the 
equable and generous laws of England prevail, thofe who fet the 
higheit value on freedom, who fubmit to every hardfhip, and en. 
counter every danger, to fecure it to themfelves, never have thewn 
a difpofition of exterdirg its bleflings, or even alleviating the bon- 
dage of that part of the human fpecies, which a fordid and unjulii- 
fiable barter has brought into their power. 

‘ The Court ot Naples has not yet ventured, by one open att of 
authority, to abolith the immoderate power of the lords over their 
tenants. ‘butit is believed that the Miniter fecretly withes for its 
‘deltrudlion; and in cafes of flagrant opprefhon, when complaints are 
brought before the legal courts, or directly to the King himfelf, by 
the peafants againii their lord, it is generally remarked that the M- 
nifter favours the complainant. Notwithfanding this, the maiters 
have fo many opportenities of opprefiing, and fuch various methods 
of teafing their vaflals, that they generally chufe to bear their 
wrongs in fijence; and perceiving that thofe who hold their lands 
immediately from the Crown, are in a much eafier fitwation thea 
themfelves, without raifing their hopes to perfect freedom, the height 
of their wifhes is to be fhel:ered, from the vexations of little tyrant, 
under the unlimited power of one common maker, The objets of 
royal attention, they ‘ondly imagine, are too fublime, and the minds 
of Kings too generous, to ftoop to, or even to countenance in their 
fervants, the minute and unreafonable exertions, which are wrung # 
prefent from the bard hands of the exhaufted Jabourer. 

* Though the Neapolitan nobility fill retain the anc 
-authority over the peafants, yet their perfonal importance de- 
pends, in a great meafure, on the favour of the King; who, 0 
der pretext of any offence, can confine them tojtheir own elt 
or imprifon them at pleafure; and who, without any allege 
offence, and without going to fuch extremes, can inflict a P* 
nithment, highiy fenfible to them, by not inviting them to ™ 
amufements of the Court, or not receiving them with (miles se 
they attend on any ordinary occafion. Unlefs this Prince rs 


ent feudal 
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live much more comfortably, and to lav up, every year, a fall bite 


tance for their families. But the love of domineering is fo predom| 
pant in the breaf!s of men, who have been acculiomed to it from theip 
infancy, that, if the alternative were in their choice, many of og 
would rather fubmit to be themfelvcs flaves to the C2prices of 2s. 
folute prince, than become perfectly independent, on the COndition 
of giving independence to their vaflals. There is reafon to believe 
that this ungenerous fpirit prevails pretty univerfally among the no. 
bility all over Kurope. ‘The German Barons are mare thocked at the 
idea of their peafants becoming perfecily free, like the farmers of 
Great Britain, than they are folicitous to limit the power of their 
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fo very impolitic as to difgult all the nobility at once, and fo unite 
the whole body apaiolt hin, he has little to fear from their refent- 
ment. Even in cafe of fuch an union, as the nobles have loft the 
af dion and attachment of their peafants, what could they do in op- 
pofition to 2 landing army ef thirty thoufand men, entirely devoted 
tothe Crown? The eftablifiment of ftanding armies has univerfally 
given Rability to the power of the prince, and ruined that of the 
oreat lords, No nobility in Europe can now be faid to inherit poli- 
tical imperiance, Or to atl independent of, or in oppofition to, the 
‘ofluence of the Crown ; except the temporal peers of that pari of Great 
Britain called Ergland. 

‘As men of high birth are feldom, in this country, called to the 
management of public affairs, or placed in there ficuations where 
ereat nolitical knowledge 1s required ; and as his Majefty relies on 
his own talents and experience iu war for the duection of the army ; 
neither the civil nor milttary efiablithments open any very tempting 
feld for the ambition of the nebles, whole education is ufually 
adapted to the parts in life which they have a probability of acing. 
Their fortunes avd titles defcend to them, independent of any efor 
of ther own. All the literary diflinGions are beneath their regard ; 
it is therefore not thought expedient to cloud the playful innocence’ 
oftheir childhood, or the amiable gaicty of their youth, with fevere 
fludy. In fome other countries, where a very {mall portion, of lite- 
rary education is thought beccming for young men of rank, and 
where even this fmall portion has been neglected, they fometimes 
catch a little knowledge of hiftory and mythology, and fome ufeful 
moral fentiments, from the excellent dramatic pieces that are repre- 
fented on their theatres. ‘They alfo fometimes pick up fome notion 
of the different governments in Europe, and a few political ideas, in 
the courfe of their travels. But the nobility of this country very f{<l- 
dom travel; and the only dramatic pieces reprefented here, are 
operas; in which mufic, not fentiment, is the principal thing at- 
tended to. In the other theatrical entertainments, Punchinello 1s the 


Shining charaer. To this-difregard of literature among the nobles, 


It is Owing, that in their body are to be found few tirefome, fcholat- 
lic pedants, and none of thofe perturbed fpirits, who ruffle the fe- 
leuity of nations by political alarms, who clog the wheels of govern- 
ment by oppofition, who pry into the conduct of minifters, or in any 
Way ditturb that total indifference with regard to the public, which 
prevails all over this kingdom. We are told by a great modern hif- 
torian *, tha: ‘* force of mind, a fenfe of perfonal dignity, gallantry 
menterprife, invincible perfeverance in execution, contempt of dan- 
ger and of death, are the characteriltic virtues of uncivilifed nations.” 
But as the nobles of this country have long been faflic.ently civiiiied, 
thefe qualities may in them be fuppofed to have given place to the 
ats which embellifh a polifhed age; to gaming, gallantry, mufic, the 
Parade of equipage, the refinements of drefs, and other name!c{s re- 
inements,’ 

From Naples we are conduéted to Tivoli, Frefcati, and Al- 


400; and thence to Florence, where we mcet with much to 
“So teentees 





* ° : 2 y , : ; 
Vide Dr. Kobertfon’s Hiftory of the Emperor Charles V. Seci. |. 
tv. May 1781. Bb engage 
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engage the attention of a curious traveller, We next Proceed 
to Milan, Turin, Befancon; and fo to Paris: and the volume 
concludes with fome excellent obfervations on * foreign travel,’ 

We muft now take !eave of thefe entertaining volumes wih 
the fincere tender of our hearty thanks to the Ingenious py: 
for the information and pleafure which the perufal of his Tia. 
vels hath afforded us.—T’o this let us add our hope, if the Doc. 
tor goes abroad again, that the favourable reception which his 
publications have met with, will encourage him to continue his 
very agreeable communications. 

*," Since this article was finifhed, a letter has been received from 
a Correfpondent, who figns R. D. complaining of Dr. Moore’s levity, 
in his account of Mr. Wortley Montagu’s perfuming his beard*, 
We heartily with that our old facetious triend, Sterne, were alive, to 
affitt us in a ferzous invettigation of this grave and momentous buf. 
nefs; but Sterne is gone, and has not lefe a man behind him, quali. 
fied, as he was, to touch a hair of Montagu’s beard. 

But it is not the liberty taken by Dr. Moore with the beard of 
Mr. Montagu, that hath offended Mr. R. D.—it is the Doe 
tor’s profane allufion tothe precious ointment of Aaron’s beard, 
which appears to have hurt the piety of our Correfpondent. *¢ There 
can be little doubt,’ fays he, ‘that the anointing alluded to in 
the Pfalms, is the Confecration of Aaron, a divine inititution, and 
ought for that reafon to have been omitted, or treated with more re- 
fpect by the Dottor.’ 

Nor is it with Dr. M. only, that R. D. is offended. He feems 
to be angry, alfo, with us, for having tranfcribed the impious paf- 
fage from the Doétor’s book, —‘ Inflead,’ fays he, * of inferting this 
impertinent, if not impious, digreflion, in the middle of an entertain- 
ing narrative, you ought to have cenfured him for doing fo ; -- for | 
am perfuaded, that there is not one of his numerous Readers, nor of 
yours, but had rather go on with the narrative, than have it inter 
rupted by this unconfcionable digreflion.’ 

Perhaps our Corzefpondent may be fomewhat in the right, with re- 
fpe&t to what he terms the ‘ émpertinence’ of the Autho:’s digreflve 
remarks on the precious ointment, and on the ola verfions of the 
Pfalms ; but really the zmpiety of the Dottor’s merriment did not 
ftrike uss We were in fuch good humour with the account, taken 
altogether, of Mr. Montagu, his reverend beard, and his delightful 
perfumes, that we never thought of mutilating any part of the tory, 
but eagerly fwallowed the whole, digreflion and all! 

Bat though our Correfpondent is difpleafed with Dr. M. he is n0t 
fo far exafperated againft him as to ‘ with him fo fevere a chaltilt- 
ment as was inflicted on fome people who ufed indecent freedoms 
with the beards of fome of David’s ‘ friends;’ but, fays he, « when 
the Doétor returns to Edinburgh, if ever he do return, may jomt 
avench, from the higheft windiw of the higheft houfe, pour ber rin’ 
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sintment on bis bead, that may flow diwn his beard, even the Deétor’s 
beard, and to the feirts of bis coat, or cloak, &c.” 

Now, verily, this may, to our friend R. D. appear to be tender 
mercy; but the Doctor, perhaps, would think it cruelty fufficient, were 
‘tin our Correfpondent’s power, as it feemsto bein his wi//, to carry 
the fentence into execution: as, in order to receive the bonny laflie’s 
favour, fhowered down ‘ from the higheft window of the higheit 
houle,’ the unfortunate culprit muft return to bis own country ! G, 








Art. IX. Monody on Major Andre, By Mifs Seward (Author of 
the Elegy on Captain Cook). To which are added, Letters ad- 
drefled to her by Major Andre, in the Year 1769. 4to. 2s, 6d. 
Lichfield printed for the Author ; fold by Cadell, &c. London. 1781. 


‘ROM the elegant fpecimen of poetical abilities already ex- 
hibited by Mifs Seward in her much admired Elegy on 
Captain Cook { (a character known to her, it feems, by fame 
only) our Readers will naturally expect a ftill higher gratifica- 
tion from her Monody on Major André; a performance, in 
which, to the motives arifing from public regard, are fuperadded 
others alfo, flowing from the tender fenfibilities of private friend- 
fhip and perfonal efteem. Her former production abounds with 
iplendid and original imagery: in the prefent, animation and 
pathos are the predominant characteriftics. We mean not, 
however, to infinuate, that it is any way deficient in the em- 
bellifhments of fancy ; this, indeed, will appear from the fol- 
lowing fpirited lines with which the poem commences : 


© Loud howls the florm! the vex’d Atlantic roars! 

Thy Genius, Britain, wanders on its fhores ! 
Hears cries of horror wafted from afar, 
And groans of anguith, mid the fhrieks of war! 
Hears the deep curfes of the Great and Brave, 
Sigh in the wind, and murmur on the wave! 

_ O’er his damp brow the fable crape he binds, 
And throws his * victor garland to the winds 5 
Bids haggard Winter, in the drear fojourn, 
Tear the dim foliage from her drizzling urn ; 
With fickly yew untragrant cyprefs twine, 
And hang the dufky wreath round Honour’s fhrine, 
Bids flee!-clad Valour chace that dove-like bride, 
Enfeeb!ing Mercy, from his awful fide ; 
Where long fhe fat and check’d the ardent rein, 
As whirl’d his chariot o’er th’embattled plain ; 
Gilded with funny fmile her April tear, 
Rais’d her white arm, and fiay’d th’ uplifted {pear ; 
Then, in her place, bids Vengeance mount the car, 
And glut with gore th’ infatiate Dogs of War!— 


a... 





, t ‘ Our account of Mils Seward’s Evegy, fee Rev. for June lait, 
: 45 ° 
* Vidor £4arland,—Alluding to the conqueft by Lord Cornwallis. 
Bb z With 
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With one pale hand the * bloody {croll he rears, 
Ard bids his Nations blot it with their tears ; 
And one, extended o’er th’ Atlantic wave, 
Points to his Andrc’s ignominous grave ! 

And fhall the Mufe, that marks the folemn f{cene, 
*¢ As tufy Fancy lifts the veil between,”’ 
Refufe to mingle in the awful train, 
Nor breathe, with glowing zeal, the votive ftrain? 
From public fame fhall admiration fire 
‘The boldeft numbers of her raptur’d lyre 
To hymn a Stranger ?——and with ardent lay 
Lead the wild mourner round her Cook’s morai; 
While Andre fades upon his dreary bier 
And + Julia’s only tribute is her tear? 
Dear, lovely Youth! whofe gentle virtues flole 
Thro’ Friendfhip’s foft’ning medium on her foul! 
Ah no!—with cvery itrong refiltlefs plea, 
Rife the recorded days fhe pafs’d with thee, 
While each dim fhadow of o’er-whelming years, 
With Eagle-glance reverted Mem’ry clears. 

Below’d Companion of the faireft hours 
That rofe for her in Joy’s refplendent bowers, 
How gaily fhone on thy bright morn of youth 
The Star of Pleafure, and the Sun of Truth! 
Full from their fource defcendcd on thy mind 
Each gen’rous virtue, and each tafte refin’d; 
Young Genius led thee to his varied fane; 
Bade thee afk { all his gifts, nor afk in vain ; 
Tience novel thoughis, in ev’ry luftre dreft 
Of pointed Wit, that diamond of the breatt ; 
Hence glow’d thy fancy with poetic ray, 
Hence mufic warbled in thy fprightly lay ; 
And hence thy pencil, with his colours warm, 
Caught ev’ry grace, and copied ev’ry charm 
Whote tranfient glories beam on Beauty’s cheek, 
And bid thy glowing ivory breathe and fpeak. 
Bleft pencil! by kind Fate ordain’d to fave 


Honora’s femblance from her § early grave. oh! 





* Bloody feroll.—The Court-Martial decree, figned at Tappan, for 
Major Andre’s execution. 

+ Julia.—The name by which Mr. André addreffed the Author in 
his correfpondence with her. 

} All his gifts.—Mr. André had confpicuous talents for poetry: 
mufic, and painting. The news-papers mentioned a fatiric poem 0 
his upon the Americans, which was fuppofed to have ftimulated theif 
barbarity towards him.—Of his wit and vivacity, the letters {ub- 
joined to this work afford ample proof.—They were addrefied to the 
Autnor by Mr. Andre when he was a youth of eighteen. ’ 

§ Early grave.—Mifs Honora $ , to whom Mr. Andre's attac® 
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ment was of fuch fingular conftancy, died in a confumpion 
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Oh! while on * Jalia’s arm it fweetly fmiles, 
And each lorn thought, each long regret beguiles, 
Fondly the weeps the hand which form'd the {pell, 
Now throuclefs mou'd’ring in its earthy cell! 

But fure the Youth, whofe ili-ttarr’d paflion flrove 
With all the pangs of inaufpicious Love, 
Full oft deptor’d the fatal art, that ttole 
‘The jocund freedom of its Matter’s foul! 

While with nice hand he mark’d the living grace 
And matchlefs fweetnefs of !1onora’s face, 
Th’ enamour’d Youth the faithfal traces bleft ; 
‘hat barb’d the dart of Peanty in his breaft; 
A-ound his neck th’enchanting portrait hung, 
While a warm vow burit ardent from his tongue, 
That fiom his bofom no fucceeding day, 
No chance fhould bear that talifman away.’ 

The image of Valour chacing his dove-like bride, &c. if the 
epithet enfeedling, applied to Mercy, be excepted, is fingularly 
beautiful. Lt muft, however, be obferved, that the general idea 
is not altogether new, as will be obvious to any one who recol- 
leéts the firft ftanza of Collins’s Ode to Mercy. 

If there be any part of this ingenious poem to which we 
would object, it fhould be the anathema again{ft General Wafh- 
ington. If we impartially examine the conduct of the Ameri- 
can Chief towards his unfortunate prifoner, we fhall find, that 
he could not, confiftently with the eftablifhed rules of military 
law, have acted otherwife than as he did. Befides, it does not 
appear, that he had any abfolute authority to mitigate the 
feverity of the fentence which is complained of ; and even fup- 
pofing that he had, there might have been reafons why it would 
have been neither fafe nor prudent to have exercifed fuch difcre- 
tionary power, We think it would have given a better turn to 
the poem, and have placed the character of the gallant André 
in a more diftinguifhed point of view, to have adhered ftrictly to 
well-authenticated facts, and to have reprefented his judycs, 
at the fame time that they were compelled by the unrelenting 
neceflity of military juftice to condemn the criminal, venerating 
the man, and fympathizing with the fufferer. 

The Letters fubjoined to this performance were written at the 
aze of eighteen. “They exhibit a picture of an amiable and ac- 
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mor ths before he fuffered death at Tappan. She had marsied another 
Gentleman four years after her engagement with Mr. Andre had ‘becn 
auliolved by parental authority. 

* Fulia’s arm.—Mr, Andre drew two miniature pitures of Mife 
Honora § on his firft acquaintance with her at Buxton, in the 
ear 176), one for himfelf, the other for the Author of this poem. 
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complifhed mind. To gratify our Readers’ curiofity we thal] 
lay before them the following : 
‘ London, O&eber 19, 1760. 
€ From the midit of books, papers, bills, and other i 
> papers, bills, and other implements 
of gain, let me lift up my drowfy head a while to converfe with dear 
Julia.—And firft, as | know fhe has a fervent with to fee me a quill. 
driver, I muft tell her, that 1 begin, as people are wont to do, to 
Jook upon my future profeflion with great partiality. I no longer 
fee it in fo difadvantageous a light. Initead of figuring a merchant 
as a middle-aged man, with a bob wig, a rough beard, in {nuf. 
coloured cloaths, grafping a guinea in his red hand; I conceive a 
comely ;oung map, with a tolerable pig-tail, wielding a pen with 
\] the noble fiercenefs of the Duke of Mariborough brandithing a 
truncheon upon a fign-poft, furrounded with types and emblems, and 
Canopied with cornucopias that difembogue their ftores upon his 
head: Mercuries reclined upon bales of goods; Genii playing with 
pens, ink, and paper;—while, in perfpective, his gorgeous veffe!s 
“* Jaunch’d on the bofom of the filver Thames,” are wafting to diftant 
Jands the produce of this commercial nation—Thus ali the mercantile 
glories crowd on my fancy, emblazoned in the moft refulgent co- 
Jou:ing of an ardent imagination—Borne on her foaring pinions I 
wing my flight to the time when Heaven fhall have crowned my la. 
bours with fuccefs and opulence. I fee fumptuous palaces rifling to 
receive me—! fee orphans, and widows, and painters, and fiddlers, 
and poets, and builders protected and encouraged; and when the 
fabric is pretty nearly finifhed by my fhatiered pericanium, I caf 
my eyes around, and find John André, by a {mall coal fire, in 
a gloomy compting houfe in Warnford Court, nothing fo little 
as what he has been making himfelf, and in all probability 
never to be much more than he is at prefent. But oh! my 
dear Honora!—it is for thy fake only I with for wealth.—Yonu fay 
fhe was fomewhat betier at the time you wrote laft. I mut flatter 
myfelf that fhe will foon be without any remains of this threatening 
difeate. 

‘It is feven oclock—You and Honora, with two or three more 
felect friends, are now probably encircling your drefling-room fire- 
place.—What would I give to enlarge that circle! The idea of a 
clean hearth, and a fnug circle round it, formed by a few fincere 
friends, tranfports me, You feem combined together againift the in- 
clemency of the weather, the hurry, bufile, ceremony, cenforioulnels, 
and envy of the world. ‘lhe purity, the warmth, the kindly influ- 
ence of fire, to all for whom it is kindled, is a good emblem of the 
friendfhip of fuch amiable minds as Julia’s and her. Honora’s.— Since 
I cannot be there in reality, pray imagine me with you; admit me 
to your converfa:iones ;—-Think how I with for the bieling of joining 
them !—and be perfuaded that I take part in all your pleafures, 1 
the dear hope, that e’er it be very long, your blazing hearth wil 
burn again for me. Pray keep me a place ;—le: the poker, tong’ 
or fhovel reprefent me;—But you have Dutch-tiles, which are 1° 
finitely better;—So Jet Mofes, or Aaron, or Balaam’s Als be my Fe 
prefentative. + Bet 
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‘ But time calls me to Clapton.—I quit you abruptly till to-mor- 
row: when, if I do not tear the nonfenfe [ have been writing, I may 
erhaps increafe its quantity. Signora Cynthea is in clouded ma- 

ey. _-sjlver’d with her beams I am about to jog to Clapton upon 

y own ftumps ;—Maufing as I homeward plod my way—Ah! need 
[ name the fubject of my contemplations! 
Thurfday. 

‘| had a fweet walk home lJaft night, and found the Claptonians, 

with their fair gueft, a Mifs Mourgue, very well—My Sifters fend 
een emitics and will write in a few days, 

‘ This morning I returned to town It has been the fineft day 
imaginabie—A folemn mildnefs was diffus’d throughout the blue ho- 
rizon;—— Its light was clear and diitingt rather than dazzling ; the 
ferene beams of the autumnal fun !—Gilded hills, variegated woods, 
—glittering {pires,—ruminating herds,—bounding flocks,—all com- 
bined to enchant the eyes, expand the heart, and ‘* chace all forrow 
but defpair”—In the midft of fuch a fcene, no lefler grief can prevent 
our fympathy with nature—A calmnefs, a benevolent difpofition 
feizes us with fweet infinuating power. The very brute creation 
feem fenfible of thefe beauties ;—’ There is a fpecies of mild chearful- 
nels in the face of a Lamb, which I have but indifferently exprefs’d 
in a corner of my paper, and a demure contented look in an Ox, 
which, in the fear of expreffing ftill worte, I leave unattempted 

‘ Bufinels calls me away—I! mufl difpatch my letter,—Yet what 
does it contain ? ——-No matter You like any thing better than 
news —Indeed you never told me fo, but I have an intuitive know- 
ledge upon the fubject, from the fympathy which [ have conftantly 
perceived in the tafte of Julia and Cher Jean,—What js it vo you 
or me, 


If here in the City we have nothing but riot, 

If the Spital-field Weavers can’t be kept quiet, 

if the weather is fine, or the tlreets fhould ” dirty, 
Or if Mr. Dick Wilfon died aged of thirty ? 


——Buat if I was to hearken to the verfifying grumbling I feel within 
me, | fhould fill my paper, and not have roomn left to intreat that you 
would plead my caufe to Honora more eloquently than the inclofed 
letter in the power of doing.—Apropos of verfes, you defire me to 
recollect my random defcription of the engaging appearance of the 
charming Mrs. . Here it is at your fervice—— 














Then ruftling and buftling the Lady comes down, 
With a flaming red face, and a broad yeilow gown, 
Anda hobbling out-of-breath gait, and a frown. 


* This little French coufin of ours, Delarife, was my fitter Mary's 
play-fellow at Paris. His fprightlinefs cngazes my : filters exiremely. 
Doubilets ahey talk much of him to you in their letters. 

‘ How forry | am to bid you adieu! Oh let me not be forgot by 
the friends moft dear to you at Lichheld!— Lz chfteld ! Ah! of what 
Mavic letters is that little word compes’d! Liow graceful i looks 
Wha j Uy is written !}———Let nobody talk to me of its original meaning 

Lb b 4 ai z he 
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3-6 Tyers’s Political Conferences. 


. / 


‘* * The field of blood!” Oh! no fuch thieg!—lIt is the field af joy | 

** Tne beaurijul City, thac lifts her fair he.d in the valley, and fays, 

I am, and vhere is none befide me!"’-—\Who fays fhe is vain? —Juiig 
ill not fay fo—nor yet Hunora—and leait of all their devo ed 


J. ANDRE. 


* Field of bled.—Here is a fmall miftake—Lichfield is nor the 
field of blocd, but ‘*the field of dead-bod es,” alluding to a barre 
fought between the Romans and the Britifh Chriitians in the Diocle. 
fian Perfecuticn, when the Jatter were maflacred — Three flain Kings 
with their burying place, now Barrowcop-hi!l, and the Cathedral in 
miniature, ‘orm the City-arms. Zieh is fiill a word in ufe. The 
church-yard gates, through which funerals pals, are often called 


Lich-gates, C O it, 





Ari. X. Political Conferences between feveral Great Men in the 
aft and prefent Century; with notes by the Editor, Thomas 
Tyers, fg; of the Inner Temple. The fecond Edition, with 
Additions. 8vo. 35. Cadell. 1781. 

| © SAdeaien already given our opinion of the firft Edition 

HR of this agreeable and entertaining work (See Rev. for June 

Jaft, p. 453), we have only to add, that the fecond contains three 

conferences more, between perfons of the higheft political cha- 

racler, and on fubjects extremely interelting to the lovers of 

Englith hiftory. The conference held at Whittington in 

Derbyfhire, between Lord Danby, Lord Devonthire, and 

Lord Delamere, immediately before the Revolution in 1688, 

relates to the moft important events in the annals of 

England. The conference held in St, James’s Park, April 

25th, 1657, between Cromwell, Fleetwood, and Defborough, 

exhibits, in ftriking and faithful colours, three of the moft fin- 
gular characters to be met with in the annals of mankind. The 
ihird additional conference is between the Duke of Shrewfbury, 

and Lord Somers, held the frit week of January, 1705. 
Befide thefe additions to the text, the commentary is alfo con- 

fidcrably augmented. The author fhall fpeak for himfelf: 

‘ The Comacutary is become as large as the Text, and the pam- 
phict is fwelled into a volume. A candid critic, in a Monthly Pub- 
Jication, feemed to hint, that more anecdotes would be acceptabie: 
this has produced fo large a harveft of them. The fenfible author 
alluded to, is miftaken, if he fuppofes, that the Editor does not ab- 
hor tyranny and corruption as much as any of his readers. He cane 
not but be an advocate, with hand, heart, and voice, whilft in bis 
fenfes, for public Liberty, tor be is one of the People. ‘The perfonages, 
in thefe fericus political fcenes, hold their own language, on liberty, 
arbitrary power, anarchy, monarchy, fanaticifm, a republic, and mt- 
litary ufurpation, The reader feems to be as much an auditor, as 
the interlocutor, and to have the converfation almoft contrived for his 
amufement. Some readers have pronounced, that the diction of thefe 
great men is fometimes fovenly and ungrammatical. A proof, 3 
, ; Panes, 
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wanted, that it was not fabricated, but the genuine effufions of thofe 
umes. But which of the moit usembarratfed fpokefmen of either 
Houle, even in Lets Me’, thowss polleffed of-all imaginable elocu- 
rion, precends to ipeak wiih correct eloquence? The debates in the 
conate of Lilliput, compoted tor them by cur great Phidologer, in his 
younger days dilptay the arguments of thofe deceafed orators to the 
bet advantage, and sdcrn inem with the heit flowers cf rhetoric. 
Burevery body wow acknowledges thafe fpeeches to be mace for them, 
: 


I not By them. — Tithe following C1ilognes had been of elaborate come 


~ 


anu 

; sion, and fuffered to foell of ihe lamp, might not ancther Bent- 
ley, who found our the fa&itiious epritles of Phalaris, by the affay of 
Thericlean cups and Sicihan talents, have difcovered their {puriouf- 
nf, and expofed the Sopniit?—But to be more fer‘ous, and to have 
dorw—A number of characters pals in folema review before the 
Pajrer: batat as hoped, he has not wantonly, in his annotations, 


dioned his peo into ful(ome praife or defamatory petulance. He 
means nether to C&znd the living, nor beite the dead. To take ad- 
ynrage Of thofe who have been fwatched away before us, and to 
curlue their recutations with feigned or falfe accufations before the 
ribunal of the Public, for the entertainment of the Writer or the 
Reader, would demand fevere reprenention. Anthony Wood’s charge 
ef corruption, in his laborious Biography, againft Lord Clarenden, 
atthe dillance of more chan thirty years, cccafioned the burning of 
his book, by a fentence of the Univerfity; who took that method of 
vindicating their chance!lor.—Ere memory's faft figures melt away, the 
[d:tor tries to look back on fome acts and actors who attracted con- 
tenoorary notice, and to bring forward fome perfons who have had 
their day upon the tlage; and whe, according to the light in which 
they are plagec, wall be varioufly talked of by the prefent and by fu- 
ture penerations.” 

We are clad that Mr. Tyers has taken the hint given in our 
journal, and confirmed the moft doubtful paflages of his work, 
by Citations from contemporary authors. We rejoice alfo that 
the fufpicion glanced at in that ciiticifm, has given him an 
opportunity of juitifying his intentions, and of making a pro- 
fefion of his political creed, which might otherwife have been 


miltaken by feveral readers as well as ourtelves. G 7 
‘ om ] j. 
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Aer. XL. Fer/? Frinciples of Philcjophy. For the Ute of Studentss 
by John Pruce, A. M. Profeifor of Philofophy in the Univerfity 
Okdinburgh. vo, 25, 6d. Bound. Cadell. 1780. 


HOUGH this work is chiefly intended for the ufe of 
thofe ftudents in the Univerfity of Edinburgh, who at- 
tend the Author’s Leétures, and contains only the outlines of thofe 
Lectures, yet the philofophical reader may perufe it with confi- 
Cerable advantage, as it may direct his attention to fome im- 
portant fubjeéts, which may poflibly have efcaped his notice, 
and Point out the proper method of profecuting his enquiries 
Poncerning them, | 
As 
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378 Bruce's Firj? Principles of Philcfophy, 


As far as we are able to judge from fuch a fpecimen. Mr 
Bruce appears to have an enlarged and liberal turn of mind and 
to be very capable of explaining and illuftrating, with no {mall 
degree of accuracy and precifion, the many curious and interef, 
ing points, which are the fubdjects of his le€tures, 

The firft philofophy or logic clafs in the Univerfity of Edin. 
burgh, is placed, in the academical courfe, immediately after 
the ftudy of the languages. Now logic, our Author juftly ob. 
ferves, was originally formed, and ina great degree has conti. 
nued, an art without fcience. The treatifes on this fubjed 
(Lord Bacon’s excepted) have been limited to commentaries oa 
the antient fyftems, or to detached effays on metaphyfics and 
criticifm. Hence the prefent imperfe& ftate of this art, come 
pared with the other branches cf knowledge. 

‘ To remedy this defect, fays Mr. Bruce, The method of 
obferving and applying the laws of nature is to be explained, as 
forming a fcience of logic, which may ferve as the rudiments, 
or firft principles of all philofophy.’ 

The object of philofephy, we are told, is to examine the pro- 
perties and relations of the works of nature, and to difcover 
the laws which they follow. The generat departments of phis 
lofophy are, /ogic, or general philofophy ; which treats of the me- 
thod of obferving and applying the laws of nature; phy/ics, which 
treat of the Jaws of material objeéts; ethics, which treat of the 
actions of mankind. ‘The fubdivifions in thefe departments, are 
termed fciences.-— ‘The knowledge of the laws of nature, in any 
general or particular department, conftitutes a fcience. Theend 
of fcience is to Create, and to improve the arts, An art is the 
application of the laws of nature to fome ufeful purpofe in life 

The object of the fir? principles of philofophy, is to explain 
the method of difcoveriny the laws of nature, by obfervation of 
phenomena, and of applying thefe laws to the ufeful and ele 
gant arts. —The firft principles of philofopiy divide themlelves 
into two.parts: 1. The method of obferving and ftudying m 
“ture te2% The application of this method to the proper fubjeds 
of philofophical knowledge. ‘The firft part comprehends tht 
following fciences; pneumatology, or the hiftory of the power 
and faculties of the human mind; logic, or the method of Gis 
reGting our faculties in obferving and applying the laws of 
ture; metaphy/ics, or an analyfis of the foundations of the othe 
fciences and arts. The fecond part comprehends the followm; 
articles: 1. Application of the firft principles of philotophy ® 
the ftudy of nature: 2. The hiftory of philofophy. F 

We are informed that Part I. which treats of the meth 
of ftudying nature, is given as an elementary courie of phile 
fophy in the Univeriity of Edinburgh. And that Part Il. ' 
the fubject of a feparate courle, to more advanced fludents— 
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tn this courfe, the method of obfervation and experiment is ap- 
sled to the hiftory of nature ; the fciences which explain that 
hiftory, and the arts which thefe [ciences create and improve, 
and next to the hiftory of philofophy, divided into the periods in 
which the fciences and arts aflume new forms.—The tables for 
both are plain, and fimply arranged, and, with proper explanas 
tions, feem calculated to give the ftudent a view of the future 
ticles of his purfuit, and to enable his genius and tafte to make 
their felection. 

But we muft now refer our readers to the work itfelf, where 
they will find the heads of Mr. Bruce’s Leétures, together 
with fome accurate definitions, and very pertinent general ob- 


fervations. R 
a 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For M A Y, 19781. 


PoLITICAL. 


Art. 12. The Patriotic Mirror; or, the Salvation of Great 
Britaia in Embryo. 8vo. 158. 6d. Faulder, 1781. 





Violent invective againft the Oppofition,—the diabolical Con- 

grefs,—the Republicans,—the C£conomifts,—the Yorkfhire 
Committee, — American Commanders,—Lee-fhore Admirals, &c. 
kc, all in the ufual low, intemperate ftyle of our common run of 
pamphleteers, or news-paper politicians; who feldom fail to manifeft 
more zeal and promptitude, than knowledge or good manners. 

‘The Oppofition,’ fays this Mirror of political knighthood, “hall 
as foon perfuade me a fhadow can be converted into a real fubitance, 
asthat they are not meditating the fubverfion of the ftate, and the 
ruin of old England.’ Can our readers require a itronger proof of 
this gentleman’s candor? 

Art. 13. A Petition, written with an Intention that it fhould 
be prefented co the Houfe of Lords, concerning Freedom in Re- 
ligion, wherein are ftated the Principles of that moft glorious In- 
fiution, the ‘hilofophicai Society in London. Itis high Time to 
break the Fetrers of Mankind. Together with Notes, Axioms 
Of Freedom, an Addrefs tothe Inhabitants of Great Britain, like 
Looking-Glafs, which thews a Moniter all its Deformity, &c. &c. 
&c,&e, 8vo, 1s. Stockdale. 173:. 

_ The Dog ttar rages !—Nay ’tis patta Doubt.—” B, ook 

At. 14, Remarks on the Dutch Manifefio 8vo. 6d 

Cadell, 4781. 

Thefe remarks though brief, are pertinent. Brief becaufe the 
Preent conduct and profeffions of our old friends the Dutch, require 
nO More than a direét comparifon with their former obligations and 
neagements ; and pertinent, becaufe the Icole juitiucation they la:ely 
Obered in their counter manifeito, is poinicd Out 0 be obvioufly 
*quivacal and fallacious. But itis with bodies of men as with indie 
Nduals; when a people are wholly devoied to the purluit of gain, 
no 
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no confideration whatever, foreign to the immediate objed, jy fof 
fered to chcck the eagernefs of their profecution of a profitable a 
pectation, 7 

Art. 15. Conk erations on the Propi lety and Expediency of te X, 

Clergy a@ciing in the Ccmmiljion of toe Seace. svo. od. Jonnion, 

i73i. 

Vhis gentleman, who confeiles kimfelf to be both a Cleroymag 
and a magturatc, ts an able advocace for the eligibility of Kgl 
rend brethrea to the judicial beach, in every point of view, eXce ot. 
ing that waich appears even to bimfelf as the tlrengett objediog 
namely, the incompatibility of civil offices with the prieilly charaéter, 
We undertland their peculiar province to be prayer, exhortation, and 
perfusfion ; and how far it may become perfons of this mild d{crip. 
tion to with to be armed with nivginerial power to punith the difchs. 
dient, will require fome ingenuiy to determine! Ic is indeed usoed 
that ‘ the interells of civil government attect them equally with othe 
men; and a perfon whofe eccquiremzots, banaviour, and condsd, 
give him refpect in his seighooarhood, and are the grounds of his 
authori.y in it, can very elfenticlly extend his ufetulnefs by the 
additional character of the magillrate. It is not pleaded that the 
clergy fhould follow the vain puriuits of pleafure and d.flipation, be. 
come familiar to the world at large, but increafe their ufefulnef 
toward mankind in the fzrious departments and relationthip of active 
life, and the cultivation of feience and knowledge, all which tend 
to civiJize the human mind, and make it more ready to receive the 
awful impreffions, and fanctions of religion.’ This is however a re- 
trograde mode of reafoning; the operation of religion on the mind 
having hitherto been undertlood as necetfary to fit us for active 
duties; and not atiive duties to prepare us for the reception of rel 
gious imprefions, The more a perfon is entangicd in worldly af- 
fairs, the more his paflions are awakened ard imulated; and the 
more we are actuated by our p:{lons, the lefs we are influenced by 
yeafon: or why is the priellhood releafed from worldly atrentions, 
and funds fet apart for their fupport? A confcientious diligence in 

arochial duty, which, in North Britain, leads a paitor, not merely 
into his pulpit at ftated times, but into the private houfes of bis 
neighbours on many interefting and benevolent occafions, will leave 
him little room to with for an enlargement of his {phere of actimty, 
were fuch a line of utility fahhionable in the South. But it may & 
fairly prefumed that there are few clergymen in the commiflion of the 
peace, who do not difburden themfelves of the troublefome duties of 
their order, by delegation on eafy terms; to qualify themfelves for 
perhaps, more defireable faciety, and different objets of purfult 

Another motive is urged for feating divines on the bench of jaflit 
but we honettly confefs, not to our conviétion, ‘ An active {pit 
muft be employed to preferve itfelf from deviations from the pail 
of innocence and virtue, and the peculiar duties, oflices, and flu it 
of the clergy, do not require of them the confinement of the cloillt, 
or that they thould lead the ignoble, debafing, and ufelels lives 6 
montis. In order that they may be as burning and fhining igh 
among men, they muft keep up an intercourfe with them, and amit’ 


“ 
the variety of temptations prefeated to them in the courfe of a 
wal “4 
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warfare, hold fait their integrity, and be faithful fewards of the 
ouncils of God, and the feveral talents commitied to their care, 
« However much it may be our duty to refit temptations, our daily 
raver is, that we may not be led into them ; and a knowledge of 
human nature, imprefied with a due fenfe of our religious duty, wilt 
never difpofe vs to with the number of them increafed, merely to 
fonalize curfelves in triais of frength, Exchanging {mall livinos 
for larger, accumulating one to another, and feeking diftinétions and 
dionities to gain reipect to wealth ; may without quetlion {pring from 
4 defire of becoming burning and fhining lights among men; but 
when fuch werldly emoluments are enjoyed without referve, how 
dces the chriflian duty of felf-denial appear? When do we {ee the 
ceroyman, cppreficd with worldly favour, draw back the hand of 
acceptance, and fay—‘ No more ;—the fpirit indeed is willing, but 
the fief is weak, My trials mult not exceed my itrength. 1am not 
qual to farther temptations.’ 

The refult cf an argument flartec we fearcely know why, will ter- 
minate in an eafy deciion, by adding, that the clergy may not be 
fo unfit for acting in the commiilion of the peace, as the various 
cuties ef magiliracy are unfit for them, while they adhere to the 
fpirit of their clerical engagements. 

Art. 16. Lafling Peace to Europe: the Dream of an antient 
Cofmopclite. Dedicated to Her Imperial Majely the Emprefs 
of Rufia, Svo. 2s. Stockdale. 1781. 

A man’s wakeful hours migtt, we would hope, be more profitably 
employed both to himfelf and others, than in recording fuch dream- 
ing reveries, as thole of this antient Cofmopolite. 

Art. 17, A Letter from Britannia to the King. 8vo. 

Stockdale. 1781, 

It appears from this publication, that the good old Lady, Britan- 
nia, has joined the minority; and in imitation of the orators of 
the party, has indulged herielf in—a hearty {cold at his Majefty and 
the minifiry ; whole principles and meafures, particularly in refpect 
tothe American war, fhe reprobates in the fevereft terms. Her lady- 
hhip’s ftyle of remonftrance is rather gothic and awkward; but amidk 
a torrent of common- place invective, the throws out now and then 
fome notable animadverfions, remarks, and hints, to which govern- 
ment will, no doubt, pay—wery great attention. 

Art. 18. An Addrefs to the Public, on the Subject of the late 
Loan. By Winchcombe Henry Hartley, Efqg. Member of Parlia- 
ment for the County of Berks. 8¥o. Od. Siockdale. 1781, 
The objeétions urged in the Houfe of Commons againft the late 

loan, and from thence copied into every newfpaper, among the reft 


of the parliamentary debates, appear once more in a detached form, 


Is. 6d, 


. 


B 


authenticated by the name of the Member for Berkshire. N 
« 


AFFAIRS OF IRELAND. 
At. 19. A Letter to the Earl of Darnley on the State of the 
Poor in Ireland. 8vo. Od. Payne. 1781. 
This letter, which is figned W. Tighe, pathetically laments the 
diftreffed ftate of the unprovided poor in Ireland; whofe fupport now 
res entirely on the voluntary benevolence of genilemen refiding in 
the 
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the country: and recommmends a rate of one fhilling in the ‘ 
to be Icvied on the eitates of abfentees toward their relief, pound 
Eas T-INDIES. N 

Art. 20. Authentic Abjiracts of Minutes in the Supreme Coy / 
of Bengal; on the late Contracts for draught and carriage Bul 
locks, for victualing the European Troops, and for i Mt 
Fort William; the Augmentation of Sir Eyre Coo-e’s Ap ri 
ment, and Continuation of Brigadier General Stibberi’s stony 
menis, though fuperfeded in the chief Command; anda remark. 
able treaty, offenlive and defenfive, with the Rafah of Gohad 
a Marratta. 8vo. 18,6d. Al!lmonand Debret. 1781, 
The diffenfions in the Supreme Council of Bengal are the fubjed 

of this very material publication ; which will probably occafion fome 
alarm to the friends and, partizans of Mr. Haftings. This may be 
confidered as an introduction to another of ftill greater confideration 
entitled, Zhe Origin, Se. of the present Marratta War*, of which 
fome account will be given in our next. 

Art. 21. 4 State of the Briti/b Authority in Bengal, under th 
Government of Mr. Haftings; exemplited in the Principles and 
Conduct of the Marhatta War, and his Negociations with Moo 
dajee Boofla, Rajah of Berar. From authentic documents. yo, 
us. 6d. Baldwin. 1781. 

In our Review for February Jaft, page 153, we inferted in our 
catalogue, ‘** A flate of the Britifh Authority in Bengal, under the 

Government of Mr, Hatftings; exemplified in the Cafe of Mahomed 


. Reza Khan.” The prefent publication appears to be the work of the 


fame author,—who {till purfues Mr. Haftings with unremitted vigor, 

Having before endeavoured to fhew, in one ftriking inftance of internal 

arrangement, that the contempt with which Mr. H. has uniformlyre- 

ceived the commands of the court of Dire€tors és /y/fematical, and that 
he bids defiance to his mafters upon principle ;—our author now ven- 
tures to produce this gentleman on the fcene, in his career of cone 
queft ; in order to prove that, in peace and war, Mr. H. is equally the 
fervant of the Company: that he has the fame maxims for the field, 
and for the cabinet; and that he is alike happy in bearing away the 

alm of civil and military difobedience.’-—Doubtlefs the power and 
afcendancy of Governor Haftings, have rendered the conduét of that 
gentleman an objeét of ferious attention to the Court of Eaft Indi 

Direétors ; to whom, as the moft competent judges, we refer the fat- 

ther review of this fubject. 

MiIscELLANEOUS, 

Art. 22. Account of the Prifons and Hojpitals in Ruffia, Sweden, 
and Denmark: with occafional Remarks on the differeat Modes of 
Ponithments in thofe Countries. By William Coxe, A. M. Fellow 
of King’s College Cambridge, and Chaplain to his Grace the 
Duke of Marlborough. 8vo. 4s. Gd. Cadell. 1731. 

Mr. Coxe having lately travelled into the northern kingdoms, took 
occafion, with the view of contributing towards completing Mr. 


Howard’s benevolent plan of reformation in our prifons, to enquire 
—— oe 
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sto the flate and management of the prifons and hofpitals of the 

countries through which he patled, The faéts which he colleéted, 

with many judicious obfervations upon them, are here offered to the 

Public; they merit the parcicular attention of thofe who generouily 

intereft themfelves in this good work. 

In the account of the Prijon of the Police in Mofcow, we meet with 
the following anecdoie. 

‘ Within the court of this prifon there is a gentleman confined, 
and be alone of thefe prifoness is denied the privilege of ever coming 
out; apunifhment which j3 {earcely adequate to his crime, namely 
that of having feveral of his peafants whipped in fo cruel a manner, 
that they died. ‘This circumitance will fuew the power which the 
lords have over their peafants ; and will, at the fame time prove, that 
fuch crimes, when difcovered, do not always remain unpuniihed. 

‘ One circumftance I cannot omit, which, though foreign to the 
prefent purpofe, cannot fail intereliing every one who has any feelings 
of humanity. Clofe to the door of the prifon wherein this unfortu- 
nate wretch is confined, an old woman of about feventy years of age 
has built a miferabie thed which fcarce protects her from the weather: 
there fhe lives out of mere compailion for the prifoner; fhe was his 
nurfe, and jize continues with him in order to render him all the fer- 
vicein her power. Such another inflaace of affection is not to be 
met with; for it mult be entirely difintereiled, as the prifoner, con- 
fidering the greatnefs ot the crime of which he is guilty, can never 
have any hopes of being releafed; nor can fhe ever expect any ree 
compence but what fhe derives froin her own feelings : upon my giv- 
ing this poor woman a {mall pisce of money, fhe immediately deli« 
vered itto the prifoner,’ 

Art. 23, L’Orateur: Recueil de Pieces Choices, et de Mor- 
ceaux frappants Tires de Meilieurs Auteurs Francois: Ouvrage 
Initructif pour les Perfonnes qui apprenent le Frangois, et amufang 
pour ceux qu le favent. i2mo, 3s. 6d. Hookham, &c. 

Of this coliection 1 is fufficient to fay, that it contains a great 
Variecy of pieces not ill-chofen, and may very well an{wer the ends 


e 


Which the Editor propofes. E, 


Art. 24. The Antient and Modern Hiftory of Gibraltar, and the 
Sieges and A::acks it hath fuitaincd with an accurate journal of 
the Siege of that Fortrefs by the Spaniards, from February 13, to 
June 23, 1727. Tranflated * from the original Spanifh, publithed 
by Authority ac Madrid. By I. S. Dodd, late Surgeon in the 
Roval Navy, 8vo. 28.6d. Murray. 1781. 

A loote hiftorical account of Gibraltar, which might have been 
Comprized in much fmaller compafs, had it not been very needie‘sly 
(to the purchafer) extended, by a dry uninterefting journal of the 
fiege of that fortrefs in 1727. 

Art. 25. Letters from Perdita to a certain Ifraelite, and his 
Anfwers to them, gto, zs. Fielding, Stockdale, &c. 1781. 
How rankly do thefe noxious weeds continue to fprout up! See 

Our account of a Poetic Epiile from Florizel to Perdita, Art. 34 of the 

Caalopue for February lait. 


~——, 





* The Journal only. 
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Art. 26. The Budget cf Love; or Letters between Florige} 
and Perdita. ‘l’o which are prenxed foine incere(ling ane 

the Fair Heroine. 12mo. 18.60. Bew. 1781, 

More weeds / a precious crop indeed! why they fpring fo fatt thar 
the hoe of criticifm is unequal to the taf of cutting them Ud.— Let 
them grow,—there are people who like them for ta!lads: and {ime 
poor people live by bringing them to market, as they do water-crefles, 
Art. 27. A Guide through the Royal Academy. By Jofeph Ba. 

retti, Secretary for foreign Correfpondence to the Royal Academy, 

4to. is. Cadell. 

Signior Baretti has compiled this work chiefly for the ufe of 
ftrangers who vifit the apartments of the Koyal Academy. It con. 
tains a defcription of the various Cails of celebrated Ratues depofited 
there; together with a general view of that noble fabric, and an ex. 
planation of its elegant decorations, &c. &c. 

Art. 28. The Ear-wig; or an Old Woman’s Remarks on the 
prefent Exhibition of Pittures of the Royal Academy; preceded 
by a Petit mot peur rire, inflead of a preface, including Anecdotes, 
&c. &ce. 4to. 18.60. Kearfley. 1781. ; 
‘Phe Old Woman’s or the Ear-wig’s remarks are fprightly, but too 

full of conceits, and not a few nothing's; for infiance, No. 13. $ Por , 

trait of a Gig Mare, the Property cf a Gentleman.—T. Goock.—A 

cig of Mr. Nevil’s, to have his gig and his mare in a pitture’— 

No. 365, ‘ 4 Scetch Highland Dance, D. Attan.—' he propriety of 

Cofiume, in this picture is defeclive, the fcrubbing-polt being left 

Out.’ Of another pi€ture our critic, with nice difcrimination, faga- 

cioufly determines that it is ‘ a very poor performance’—of another= 

* fhocking indeed!’—of No. 6:,—* very bad.’—of No. 79,— 

* Pamn’d bad.’—of No, 11. Rina/do,—Marta,-—Cosway,—or Ma- 

ria and Coswayr. There is a great deal of fweetnefs in the com- 

pofition and expreffion of the figures; itis highly finithed, and beiter 
coloured than where Co(way colours alone. Maria beware of pup- 

pyifm !’ Old woman ! beware of puppyifms i 

Art. 29. Lhe Practical Bee-Ma/ler: in which is fhewn how to 
manage Bees either in Straw H.ves, or in Boxes, without deftroying 
them ; and with more Eafe, Safety, and Profit, than by any Me 
thod hitherto made public: together with fuch full and plain 
Dircétions, that the meaneft Cotrager may attain this profitable 
Art, without Difficulty, and at a fmall Expence : Interfperfed with 
occafional Strittures on Mr. Thomas Wildman’s Treatife on Bees, 
with feveral new -Difcoveries and Improvements, the Refult of 
long Experience, and deduced from actual Experiments. By 
John Keyes, Bee-Matter, at Chethunt Herts. Svo. 4s. fewed 
Johnfon. 17385. 

‘The government and ccconomy of bees is truly wonderful! the 
curious enguirer is continually furnifhed with entertainment and fut 
prife while he makes his obfervacions: thefe induftrious and ufefolim 
{ects merit our care, and we believe it will prove worth while for thole 
who keep them to perufe the book before us ; ere though 
modeftly written, to be the produé of long and exaét attention: ‘™ 


direé&ts, 1, How to manage bees in ftraw-hives, with mew confirwii 
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385 
tops, at a fmall expence, as profitably and eafily as with boxes: 
>. In boxes Of an improved and cheap conftruction, with fo little 
difturbance to the bees, that all the neceffary operations may be per- 
formed without any danger: 3. To catch and fecure the queen, or 
to fx her, and a fwatm, to any place you pleafe: 4. To cavfe bees to 
vit a hive, and to be fo trattable as to fuffer themfelves to be 
handled without ftinging: 5. Several methods of {warming bees ar- 
tifcially: 6. To caufe a fwarm to work in feparated glaffes without 
any bive, or in globular or other glaffes, fo that pure virgin honey 
may be taken when in its utmoitt perfection: 7. To prevent or caufe 
beesto fwarm: 8. To take honey, and yet preferve the bees, with 
common hives only: g. To unite calts, fwarms, and ftocks: 10, A cae 
talogue of, and obfervations on, the mott proper flowers or paftu- 
tage for bees: 11. An eafy and certain method of preferving ttocks in 
winter, and cold fprings: 12. Several mew, and improved methods of 
extrating the wax from the combs; two of them without either’ 
{raining or prefling, and each by a fingle operation, but more per- 
fely, and with far lefs trouble and expence of fuel, than hitherto 
ractifed.’ 
Thus have we laid before our readers, Mr. Keyes’s own account 
of the contents of his volume: but.there are fome other articles be- 
fide thofe which he has particularized; viz. ‘ Concerning wafps, 
mice, and other deftroyers of bees, with the means of prevention ; 
the manner of feeding bees to the beft advantage; characteriftic, 
and medical obfervations on honey, &c.’ 

On the whole we apprehend, readers in general who have any 
tate for this kind of knowledge, will be entertained by the prefent 
performance ; and that thofe who engage in the management of bees 
may reap profitable initruction from it. 
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Art. 30. The World as it Goes: Exemplified in the Charters te 


of Nations, States, Princes, Peers, Judges, Senators, Poets, 
Players, Gamblers, &c. with an exquifite Groupe of Ladies, &c. 
&e. Seleéted from the moft diftinguifhed Englith Poets. 4to~ 
28s.6d. Fielding, 1781. 
SPECIMENS, 
‘ Lord G—— G—ro—n. ‘* His fpeech was like a tangled 
chain; nothing impair’d, but all diforder’d.” Snaxesp. 
True * wit to madnefs nearly is allied, 
And thin partitions do their bounds divide. Drypben. 
‘Mr, Witkes. ‘* Let fortune empty all her quiver on me. 
T have a foul thar, like an ample fhield, 
Can take in all, and verge enough for more ; 
Fate was not mine; nor am I Fate’s; 
nm Souls know no conquerors Drrvden. 
Sir Joun Jenu. ‘* Aye, that’s a do!t indeed, for he doth no- 
thing but talk of his horfe; and be makes it a great appropriation to 
'sOwn good parts, that he can fhoe him himfelf; I am much afraid 
ay lady, his mother, play’d falfe with a Smith. SHaxkesp. 








* Falfely quoted ; if we rightly remember, Dryden does not fay 
trae wit. We have not his poems at hand; but we believe the paf- 
lage isin his Ab/alom and Achithephel. 

Rav, May 1731. Cc * Lord 
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‘Lord Nortu—pton ‘* A traveller! by my faith you h 
great reafon to be fad: I fear you have fold your own lands to = 
other men’s; then, to have feen much, and to have noth - 
have rich eyes, 2nd poor hands,’ SHAKESPs 

** "Tis application makes the af.” Gay, 

The laft line is the Author’s motto. | 
Art. 31. Ain Hijlory of Jamaica and Barbadoes, with an authen. 

tic Account of the Lives lo!t, and the Damages futtained jn 

each ifland, by the late Hurricanes, 10 which is prefixed A 

Sermon, preached on the melancholy occafion, at Sr. Clemene 

Lombard Street. 4to,. 28s. Gd. Davenhill, 1781, 

The principal confideration which recommends this difcourfe to 
general notice is, the profefled cefign of it’s publication; wiz, Th 
Benefit of the We? India Sufferers. Whether the Sermon was ever 
preached appears doubiful, at leaft.—There is no St. Clement's 
church in [| ombard-Street; and as to St. Clement’s, in Clemeny’s. 
Jane, near Lombard-ftreet, we cannot find that any fuch difcourfe 
has been delivered there. This however is not fo material as the cer. 
tainty that the profits (if any) arifing from its publication, will be 
applied to the fervice of the fufferers, tor whom we are told by the 
anonymous author, it is intended, and this we are affured, on private 
information, is a truth, 

There is fomething ingenious and fenfible in the difcourfe; and 
the ftyle is good: it is a mixture of reafoning and dceclamation, a- 
tended with quotations from the claflics, &c. But who would ex 
pect a kind of philofophical enquiry into the original and prefent 
ttate of Man, in a difcourfe immediately defigned to awaken and pro- 
mote a free and liberal contribution to a large number of our fellow. 
creatures, whofe diftrefles plead for inttant afiftance and relief? To- 
wards the end a little notice is taken of this purpofe,—which we 
fhould have thought the great cbject in view, throughoat the whole; 
and the fuppofed preacher concludes by urging, with fome warmth, 2 
liberal donation, 

The title page of this pamphlet might induce the reader to thick 
that he fhould meet with a fatisfactory account of the two iflancs 
which have lately been defolated in fo dreadful.a manner: but this 
Hiffory, as it is called, confits of no more than eight or nine pages, 
of common information. . 

We have thus endeavoured to give our readers fome idea of this 
queftionable performance. To afiit the diftreifed is a laudable and 
excellent motive, and far bedt frqm us, in the {mallet degree, © 
difcourage a purpofe of thigeheneyglent kind. Numbers, we dostt 
not, would be mott wiiling Tto’pan@hafe this or any other pamphlet 
which they were certain wotldyg®®mote fuch a good end; and mit; 
may be inclined to thiok 1@) preferable to beftow the whole 0 
what is alked to the dire&t “purpofe of the charity, without any dt 
duction for the price of a pamphiet. wes | 
Art. 32. The Life of John Donellan, Efq, who was execult 

at Warwick, April 2d, 178: ; for the Murder of Sir "T heodo- 

fius Boughton, Bart. Written by Caprain Murphy. 8vo. '* 

Wenman,. bt 

From this account, it appears that Capt. Donellan, was the 
of the late Lieut. Col. Donellan,—a genties 
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to the writer of this article;—that he was formerly an officer in the 
sgth regiment of foot;—that he was about two years inthe fervice of 
the Ealt-India Company, from which he was difmifled under circum- 
fances of difgrace; and that, on his return to England, he was ap- 
pointed director of the amufements at the Pantheon in Oxford-ttreet, 
where he became acquainted with the Boughton family. —The reft is 
fudiciendy known to the Public. 

Art. 33. The Trial of ‘fohn Donellan, Efq. at the Affizes at 
Warwick, &c. Taken in fhort hand by Jofeph Gurney, Folio. 
2s,6d. Kearfly, &c. 

Art. 34. The Proceedings at large on the Trial of John 
Donellan, Efg. for the Murder of Sir Theodofius Boughton, &c. 
Taken in fhort Hand by William Blanchard. Folio, 2s. 
Almon, &c, 

Both thefe fhort-hand writers have the charaCter of accuracy fuffi- 
cient (o recommend their publications, 

Art. 35. The Cafe of “fohn Danellan, Efq; impartially confi- 
dered; abftracted from the Man or the Crime; but only as to 
the Law, &c. By aLawyer. 8vo. 18. 6d. Dodfley. 1781. 
It has been often remarked that men’s ideas are fo much influenced 

by their peculiar habits and purfuits, that the fame chain of facts pre- 

fented to different perfons, will fuggeit to each of them a very diffi- 
milar, if not an oppoiite, train of thoughts. The late trial of Capt. 

Donellan has been the fubject of a good deal of converfation. It has 

likewife been frequently canvaffed in print; and it was matter not 

wholly unworthy of {peculation to obferve, how much every perfon 
confidered i: after bis owwn way. ‘The moralift was ftartled at the de- 
pravity of the human heart, that could fuggelt the perpetration of fo 
foul a crime as the poifoning a near relation,—his wife’s brother,— 
under whofe roof the prifoner lived ;—making the mother the uncon- 
{cious inflrument of her fon’s death,—and after his condemnation at- 
tempting, with his dying words, to fix the guilt on her, and to 
render her infamous for ever. The frudent of medicine was led to in- 
velligate the different nature of poifons, their operation and their 
effecis: hecatombs of unfortunate animals were facrificed to prove, 
by cruel experiments, the moit fanciful theories:—while the good 
boufewife, on her part, felt the molt ferious alarm for the whole culi- 

Dary fyfiem, and refolved to put no more /aurel deaves in her cul- 

tards;—for the diftillation of laurel leaves fhe found was poifonous 

and fatal, Laitly, not to multiply inflances, the /awyer betook him- 

‘elf to the reports on cafes of murder; in order to contraft or to com- 

Pare the circumilances that appeared on the prifoner’s trial, the 

concuct of the judge who tried him, and the {pecies of evidence of- 

fered to the jury. 
Vas Writer of the pamphlet before us ftyles himfelf a Lawyer; 
and pro ¢lies “* to confider impartially the Cafe of John Donellan, 

Eig; abaraétedly from the Manor the Crime.” He entertains no 

doubt of the enormity of the crime, or of the guilt of the man; but 

48 Of Opinion, that it was not proved to a jury by that clear and decided 

vidence, which the fpirit of the Englith law requires to affect the life 

ofa Prifoner, but barely by fuppofitions and inferences. He cenfures 
“Overy harih terms the conduct of the judge, both in his charge to the 
Cc 2 grand 
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grand jury, and in fome parts of his fumming-up to the petit jury, 4g 
having violated the humane and liberal maxim of our law, “ that a 
judge ought to be counfel for the prifoner;” and he quotes fome 
cafes to fhew how cautious a court fhould be in condemning any man 
on the evidence of probabilities only. We have no objection to his 
doctrine on this fubject, provided he means the evidence of light or 
remote probabilities. But the whole depends on the degree of weight 
or ftrength that is fairly due to the circumflances w2}regately taken: 
which can never be precifely afcertained by words; and mutt there. 
fore be, and very properly is, left to a jury. We think the learned 
judge’s obfervation to the grand jury is warranted in found fenfe, as 
well as found law, when, in {peaking of the crime with which Donel. 
Jan flood charged on their callendar, he tells them, ‘* It is a crime of 
fo peculiar a nature, that it is generally committed with the greateft 
fecrefy; and over which the offender always makes ufe of every art 
and cunning to throw a veil. Ic is your duty, gentlemen, to throw of 
this veil, and fift the bufinefs to the bottom. You are not to expe 
vifible proofs in a work of darknefs: you are to colleé& the truth 
from circumftances, and little collateral facts, which, taken fingly, 
afford no proof, yet put together fo tally with, and confirm each 
other, that they are as ftrong and convincing evidence as facts that 
appear in the broad face of day.” 

The whole of the charge to the grand jury however pives great 
offence’ to this author ; and indeed there does appear in it a more 
anxious anticipation of the circumftances attending the prifoner’s cafe 
than is ftri{tly proper in a judge, who is fuppofed to know nothing 
of the fatts to be proved, till they come judicially before him: but 
as to the writer’s numerous cafes and quotations that are produced 
with a good deal of malignity, to fix a ftigma on the judge, they are 
either unfairly quoted, or wholly mifapplied. We never heard, nor 
do we believe any lawyer ever maintained, that a judge in his charge 
to the grand jury, can be, or ought to be ‘* of council for the pri- 
foner.”” In this ftage of the bufinefs it is neither proper nor poflible. 
He is only to lay down the law. They are left to apply the fatls; and 
to fee whether there is fuflicient ground to put the prifoner on his 
trial. Nor do we imagine, that even when the trial comes on before 
the petit jury, the judge is under any obligation to firain or walp 
faéts to fave an offender, of whofe guilt fatisfactory evidence ap- 
pears in court, as there mott plainly did in this cafe, both to the 
judge and jury; for the latter only deliberated a very few minutes be, 
fore they brought in their verdié. T 

Art. 36. A Defence, and Subftance of the Trial of John 

Donellan, Efq. Publifhed at the Requeft of his Solicitor, 

Meflrs. Inge and Webb. Folio. 3s. Bell. 

As the Author of the foregoing Pamphlet only takes occafion, 
from the trial of Capt. Donellan, to draw fome judicial inferences 
and defcant on the Jaw upon the fubject, abftraéted from the faa; 
—this writer, on the other hand, principally difcuffes the facts: 
and endeavours to prove that the prifoner was innocent of the crim? 
for which he fuffered. He ftoutly aflirms a Himine, that there wast 
proof of the unfortunate young Baronet having been poifoned; a 
that his death ought rather to be attributed to an apoplexy ue 


apoplexy would have produced the fame fymptoms; and a 
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young man’s father died by that diforder; and that this is heredi- 
We have read this laborious performance (confifting of upwards of 
ico folio pages, clofely printed) with confiderable attention; and 
except the ingenuity and addrefs of the writer, we fee nothing in it 
to merit the notice of the Public. We confefs we are not converted 
by it. We really believe that Sir Theodofius Boughton did not die 
of an apoplexy: and affirmatively, we believe that he was poifoned ; 
and that Capt. Donelian was jaltly conviéted of the murder. 

Art. 37. 4 Fournal of Firft Thoughts, Obfervations, Charaéters, 
and Anecdotes, which occurred in a Journey from London to Scar- 
borough, in 17-9. l2mo. 2s. 6d. fewed. Bowen. 

If we except a little amufing chit-chat and Shandean fentimenta- 
lity, this meagre Journal of thoughts may be pronounced a trifling 
fuperficial publication. The Auchor, we apprehend, travelled in 
too much hurry to fee what was to be feen, or to learn what was to be 
known. He does not appear deftitute of taite, but rather to have 
wanted attention, as well as time. 

Art. 38. Friendfhip firikingly exhibited, in a new Light, in 
Letters between Meffrs. D. Henry. and J, Nichols, Managing Pro 
prietors of the Geatlemans Magazine, and D. Bond, late Princer of 
that Monthly Mifcellany, with an Introductory Narrative, Notes, 
and Obfervations. Svo. 1s. Bew. 1781. 

Mr. Bond, late Printer of the Gentleman’s Mazazine (a Mifcellany 
which we have always held in efteem) here exhibits to the Public, 
his complaint againit the Proprietors, for having [as he reprefenis ic} 
in an anfair manner deprived him of the printing that periodical 
work: notwithftanding that he had, in full afflurance of the work re- 
maining in his hands, taken the houfe*, and purchafed, at a confi- 
derable exvence, the materials of Mrs. Cave, who printed it formerly. 
But what is this to the Public? 
Art. 39. Thoughts on the prefent State of the Prifons of this 

Country. Exemplified by a Plan, adapted to the Objects of fuch 

Confideration, By J. Leroux, Efg; one of his Majetty’s Juftices 

of the peace for the Counties of Hertford and Middlefex. 8vo. 

1s, Dixwell, 

Contains many juft remarks on the very bad conftruction, and 
fcandalous mifgovernment of our prifons, with judicious propofals for 
remedying both thefe notorious evils. Mr. Leroux declares, in a 
Note, at the end of his pamphlet, that fince this tract was written, 
and not before, he * has feen a very valuable work—by John Howard 
Efg.—Had he feen it fooner, he perhaps had not ventured to exhibit 
this feeble attempt'—fo he modettly expreffes himfelf,—* on the fame 
fubje@, to the Public; but as fome thoughts are contained herein, 
not to be found there, and as the plan materially differs, he flatters 
himfelf the publication will not be ill-timed.’—It certainly can never 
be ill-timed ; tor too much attention cannot be paid to the fubje&; 
hor can the inconveniences complained of be too fpeedily removed, - 
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Art. 40. Select Portions of Scripture, and remarkable Occyr. 
rences, verfified for the Initruction of younger Minds, By Thomas 
Gibbons, D.D. 1z2mo. 1s. Buckiand. 1781, . 


MontTHiy Catrartocuk, Peetical, 






PoETICAL, 





We believe no head but Dr. Gibbons’s, or the Ordinary’s of 
Newgate, would have conceived an idea of ‘ éxfruing and enjoy. 
taining younger minds’ by a relation of fo many thocking flores as he 
hath here put into ftill more Locking verfe. 


choice! 


© The King who loit his thumbs and toes, 

Confefs’d amidft his bleeding woes, 

A righteous God to him had dealt 

What feventy Kings from him had felt. 

Abimelech his brother flew, 

And heav’nly vengeance on him drew, 

A woman fends a forceful {tone 

Full on his head, and crufh’d his bone.’ 
€ Crufh’d his done! The Doétor means, £ crack’d his Aull; but full 
would not rhime with fone, and the poet was reduced to Hobfon’s 


© The undeferving Naboth fell 
By Ahab and by Jezebel: 
On the fame fpot where he was flain, 
There the dogs drank his gufhing vein; 
By Heav’ns juft doom the eager hounds, 
Lapt the blood {pouting from his wounds, 
Haman ereéts a gallows high 
Where worthy Mordecai hhould die ; 
But there in infinite difgrace 

_ The haughty wretch jupplied bis place. 

This poor Doctor’s imagination is haunted with fpectres of whores 





and rogues. Amongft the former, he meets with ‘ a Arumpet drefs'd 
in loofe array,’ whofe voca/ powers are defcribed by him in a manner 


fomewhat peculiar. 
* Her fpeech not honey’s felf more /weet : 
Her accent loud. —— 


As to.the gentry of the latter clafs, he feems to have ranfacked the 
Tyburn Ghronicie for anecdotes of ‘ curs’d attempts’ of * wretches, 


* montters,’ * mifer 


Or; 








eants,’ who were 
doom’d in fhame to die 


And their remains to rot on high: 


having hung their hour, 


The hangman to the furgeon’s pow’r 
Yielded the corpfe 
To flrip the fleth from every bone, 
And leave a naked fkeleton, 





Excellent ‘ inliru€tion and entertainment for younger minds!’ 


But though Dr Gibbons, when pléying with Children preferves 20 
unrelaxed folemnity of vifage, and talks, in language truly woeful, 
of harlots and rakes ‘ fuperlatively bad,’ thieves, murderers, jails 
gallows, gibbets —-—- 

: ¢ And hell’s aby{s of miferies ;” 
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yet, in his inftructions to ‘ the man’ and ‘ his mate’, he condefcencs 
to relax his reverend mufcles, and, opening his cloke, flips out fome- 
thing that looks like a Jett: 

‘ Should the wife drop a bitter word 

Let not the hufband’s wrath be ftirrd: 

If ever the fcol’s cap appear, 

One, and burone, the Zed/s muft wear.’ 
The Author feems ready to excufe one perion’s wearing thefe bells 3 
and we will readily excufe his wearing them once in his life-time, 
But will he be always tinkling them in our ears? Becaufe he himfelf is 
fond of the noife, he imagines, no doubt, that it is melodious to 


others ! B 
Art. 41. An Heroic Epifile, from Cunning Little Lfaac, t rook, 

to the Modern Congreve. 4to. a5. Faulder, 1785. 

Intended to ridicule Mr. Sheridan; but the fatyriit’s abilities are 
too mean even for the compofttion of the bellman’s annual verfes. 

Art. 42. Life reviewed; a Poem founded on RefleCtions upon 

the filent Inhabitants of the Church-yard of ‘Truro, in the County 

of Cornwall. To which is added an Elegy on the late Rev. Mr. 

Samuel Walker, who was many Years Curate of that Borough, 

By E. Smith, 4to. 2s. 6d. Exon, printed for the Author. 

178c. 

Alas! poor man, thou art going the way of fome of thy drethreg 
—fat—very fat! Even Reviewers, noify as fome of them might 
heretofore have been, muft mix with the ‘ filent inhabitants of the 
Church-yard’—and their works will follow them ! T k 
Art. 43. The Ancient Briton, a Poem. Humbly addrefled to eed 

his Koyal Highnels George Prince of Wales. 4to. 1s. Kearf- 

ley. 3780. 

The idea of this poem originated, as the Writer informs us, in 
confequence of his acquiring the pofieflion of a gold coin, which was 
found in a field near London, on which is rudely expreffed the head 
of an ancient Britifh Prince. ‘The Author ‘ perfonifies the coin, and 
makes it fpeak the language which he fuppofes would be natural to 
the ancient Britith Prince it reprefents, were he now in actual exift- 
ence.’ The whole, or at leaft the principal, defign of this unintereft- 
ing piece is to pay a compliment to the prefent reigning family. . Sau 
Art. 44. Philanthrepy: a Poem, infcribed to his Grace the 

Duke of Northumberland. 4to. 1s. Faulder. 1781. 

Common-place ideas methodized and Aitched into very paffable 
verfe. One thought, however, feems to be an exception to the for- 
mer part of this remark : namely, that philanthropy diated the Ame- 
rican War. 0 be , t. 
Art. 45. An Hymn to Efculapius. 4t0. 18. Faulder. 1781, 

A {quib, lighted by an ele€trical fpark at The Temple of Health, 
and audacioufly thrown at the fublime Diwvinity/2ip himiclf, who pre- 
lides there, C-.&+-&. 

HuspanpvDery, &e. 
Art. 46. The Farmer. Comprehending the feveral moft in- 

teretting Obje€ts, and beneficial Praétices, &c. &c. By Jofiah 

Ringited, Efq. 8vo. 2s. 6d. Dixwell. 

Squire Ringfled is but a bungler at the bufinefs of book making. 
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The authors he has borrowed from, befides being (many of the 

, 4 y O! them) ob. 
folete, are, for the moft part, as ignorant and uninformed as himfelf 
His work, in fhort, is a wretched compilation, put together without 
judgment, or even a knowledge of the fubjeéts on which he has ate 
tempted to treat. 
PHILOSOPHICAL. Cs 
Art. 47. Obfervations cn Dr. Hugh Smith's Philofophy of Phyfe; 

and his two firft Chapters of Philofophical Inquiries, 40. 15.64 

Macgowan, &c. 

This gentleman muft, we apprehend, have had abundant leifure 
and not have fet any very high vajue on his time, when he fat deen 
to do that voluztarily, which we may be faid to have done through 
compulfion: for it is well known that we have undertaken the taf— 
too often alas the drudgery—of giving an account of all kinds of 
works that iffue from the Englifh prefs. 

Jf the author of the Philofophy of Phyfc, and of the Philosophical 
Inquiries, be a very modeit man, we think he muft bluth, and fee 
fomewhat awkward, on perufing the ob/ferver’s dedication addrefled to 
him ; in which he accofts him in a ftyle of diffidence, and even with 
a degree of reverence, that does not appear, palpably at leatt, tobe 
jronical; or, if he be of an irritable habit, he will not much relifh 
the liberties which he takes in the performance itfelf, and particu. 
larly in the introductory preface to it,—But after what we have al- 
yeady faid, and have been obliged to fay*, on the prefent fubjed, 
we fhall not mifpend our readers, or our own time any Jonger, on a 
matter fo yery unintereiting and unedifying to every one of them. 

. EDICAL. Buy 
Art. 48. Medical Anecdotes of the laft thirty Years, illuftrated 
with Medical ‘Fruths. By B. Daminiceti, M. D. Noble of the 

Holy Roman Empire, &c. &c. 8vo. 7s. Od, Bound, Davis, 

&e, 1781. . 

The fole fubje&t of thefe Medical Anecdotes and Truths, is Dr. Do- 
miniceti, and his medicated baths, fumigations, &c. He attemptsto 
eftablith by reafonings, authorities, and hiftories of cafes, their ex- 
traordinary efficacy in venereal and fcorbutic complaints, the gout, 
sheumatifm, the palfy, dropfy, ftone and gravel, fevers, and female 
diforders in general. The virulent abufe with which he treats the 
regular members of the faculty, and the exceflive and exclufive com- 
mendations he beftows on himfelf, cannot fail to offend every liberal 
and candid reader, who might otherwife be inclined to afford fome 
credit tp the merit and efficacy of his inventions. Ic is not our pro- 
vince to enquire into the authenticity of his fats. The diftrultful 
and cautious reader may {ufpect that many of them are at leail dif- 
torted, and overcharged ;—for us, we think enough may be admitted t0 
excite the attention of the Public, towards a clafs of remedies, which, 
either in Dr. D.’s or other hands, may produce important effects in 
many obftinate and inyeterate dileafes. 
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* See M. Review, September, 1780, page 237, CorresPom 
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Art. 49- Heads of Leétures on the Theory and Pra&ice of Medi- 
cine, By Andrew Duncan, M. D. Fellow of the Royal College 
of Phyficians, Edinburgh, &c. &c. Second Edition. 12mo. 
38. Boards. Ellior, Edinburgh; Dilly, London. 1741, ; 
The purpofe of Dr. Duncan in this publication, is to give a brief 

view of the fubjects » hich are treated at length in his courfe of me- 
dical lectures. It is indeed, a mere enumeration of topics on which 
the lecturer is to fpeak ; and therefore, we prefume, is intended al- 
moit folely for the ufe of his pupils. The advantage of fuch a text 
book to refréefh the memories, and preferve a train of thinking in the 
minds of ftudents, is obvious. With refpect to the fcheme of medical 
infiru@ion here fketched out, it appears to be formed on the molt 
enlarged ard {cientific plan; and we think the ingenious author has, 
in his introduction, very july tated the advantages that may accrue 
from his {pirited and Jaborious undertaings, even in the bofom of 
academical eftablifhmenr: for the fludy of medicine. 

Art. 50. Every one his own Phyfician; or, the prefent Practicé 
of Phyfic. Wherein the Dehniion and Symptoms of Difeafes are 
laid down, and the prefenot Method of Cure delineated. By R., 
Dalton, Efg. 1zmo. 28.6d. Dodfley, &c. 1780. 

This worthy Efguire acquaints us in his preface, that ‘‘ his ge- 
nius led him to commence the pbyfical feience ;—that he fetiled at 
Liverpoo!, where no fooner had he g ot into good repute, fuccels, and 
encouragement, but he was called away by the death of his brother, 
by whom he became heir to a good eltate,—that, neverthelefs, he has 
ever fince retained a particular attachment to the ftudy of phyiic; 
and that lately the fudden and unbiaffed fuggeftions of his mind ex- 
cied him to publith this treatife, wherein his intention is entirely 
levelled at the public good.’ 

We are glad to find, that a gentleman, who apparently means fo 
well, has not his fortune to make by the praétice of his profeffion. 
In what fenie his publication is /eweéled at the public good we will nos 
pretend to fay; but we apprenend it is not likely to Art it, any way. 
Art. §1. Obfervations on Fevers : wherein the different Species, 

Nature, and Method of treating thofe Difeafes are reprefented in 

new and interefting points of view. By John Roberts, Surgeon; 

late of the Royal Navy. 8vo, 2s. 6d. Robinfon, &c. 1781, 

The writer of this pamphlet introduces his fubject with a good deal 
of vague declamation about antient prejuaice, errors in theory, and 
the like, which are to be all fet right by the moderna fafhionable 
Principle of common fenfe. He gives fome theory of his own too; but 
we apprehend he would be much more in his element by a patient’s 
bed-fide, than in his employment of pulling down and building up 
medical theories. It certainly can only proceed from unacquaint- 
ance with the writings and practice of the mo{t eminent modern phy- 
ficians, that the free ufe of bark and wine in malignant fevers is re- 
pre‘ented as a kind of novelty, confined to himfelf and a few of his 
friends. What fhall we think of a writer of the prefent day, who af- 
ferts that * an opinion of the bark being pernicious in all fevers pre- 
Valls univerfally among the medical tribe ;’ and that ‘ the bark is 
excluded in putrid fevers?” 
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If it were worth while to expend any criticifm UpOn a triflip 
formance, we might obferve, that his divifion of fevers ate iat 
claffes on!y, totally oppofite in their nature and cure, the inflendiae 
and putrid, is a more dangerous error than any he has attempted 1 
explode, and contradictory to univerfal experience in this Sele 
Writers much fuperior to himfelf have, perhaps, contributed to mit 
Jead praciiuoners, by the application of facts drawn from the obferva. 
tion of difeafes in hot climates, and among particular clafles of mea 
tothe very different ftate of morbific caufes and effects among us, M 
Art. 52. Llinis on Difeafes that are not cured: addrefled to the 

Faculty only. 4to. 1s.6d. Murray. 1781, 

From the cautious addrefs of this piece, it might be Imagined that 
the writer bas fome mighty fecret to communicate to his brethren; 
but the fact is, that in 40 or So quarto pages of flowing gentleman. 
like language, he has contrived to tell them nothing, We have 
heard much of the ule of fuch xezative oratory in the Senate Houfe, 
but we do not readily conceive the purpofe of addrefling the faculty ip 
this manner, . 











RELIGtoUsS. A. 
Art. 53. The Progrefs and “flablifhment of Chriflianity, in 
Reply to the Fifteenth Chapicr of che Deciine and Kall of the 


Roman Empire, by George Laughton, D. D. ato, 1s, 64, 

Law. 1780. 

The only thing that can recommend this performance to the at. 
tention of an intelligent and judicious reader, is the Author’s regard 
for the interefls of chriflianity, cf which we have no reafon to quettion 
the tincerity. In every other refpect, it deferves very little notice; the 
ityle is in general affecied, and often obfcure; an air of pedantry ap 
ptars through the who'e, and the fentiments, when juft (as they con- 
monly are), muli have frequently occurred tc every competent judge 
of the fubject h 
Art. 54. Comments on the Ten Commandments. 12m0. 64, 

Chicheiter, Printed. London, Sold by Crowder. 1781. 

This fmall tract is immediately defigned to be difperfed by ao 
ciety in the city of Chichefter for promoting Chriftian Knowledge, 
The anonymous author pleads for himfelf, that he fhould not have 
added to the numberlefs publications on the fubje&t, had he not ap- 
prehended that fomething was fiill wanting, eafy to be purchaled 
and eafy to be underflood, which might inftruct the young and inex- 
perienced, without creating difguit or languor. The intention will 
we hope in fome meafure be anfwered by this little performance 
The comment is judicious and ufeful ; perhaps, at times zo concilt 
as particularly in regard to oars taken before a magiitrate. The Ryle, 
though far {rom being /ow, is on the whole plain; but words and 
exprefiions which are quite eafy and familiar to perfons converfant 
with books and language, are often difficult, and even unintelligible 
to the greater numbers who have very fmall pretenfions to learning 
We mean not by this remark, to derogate from the merit of this well 
intended production, which, we believe, is in a good degree calcula 
ed to aniwer its defign, | }} 
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Art. 55. TAe Catholic Proteflant ; in three Parts. By R. Har- 
rifon, M. A. 8vo. IS. ad. York, printed for johnfon. 1781. 
This Author hath the vanity to cali his fermons popular and eriti- 

ual. If by popular, he means /uperficial, affected, flimjy, and {fo forth, 

hehath given a trae account of them. If by critici/n, he means 
say thing more than plagiarifm,—the loweft and mott hackneyed 
fpeci¢s of plagiari/m,—he can Only be confidered as :he dupe of felf- 


ise B...k. 


Art. 56. 4 Companion for the Chriftian in the Field and Garden: 
Recommended by the Rev. Mr, Romaine. .1z2mo. 1s, 6d, 
fewed. Buckland. 1780. 

From the recommendation, our readers may eafily imagine what are 
the prevailing principles of the Author. ‘* Of dim, and of his former 
works (fays Mr. Romaine to the reader), | need not profefs to thee 
my high efteem. Read and judge for thyfelf. Perufe his Lore fali- 
farie, a treatife upon the godhead of the Lord Jefus Clrift, far 
more convincing, efiablifhing, and edifying than any thing publifhed 
upon the fubject in our day. If thou art defirous of knowing the 
truth, thou wilt find, upon reading it, the true Chriftian dodirine, and 
will thank him for writing, and me for directing thee toit. Neither 
henor] have any view herein, but the glory of our Great Mafter, 
and the good of his church. He wants no profit; he feeks none, 
He hath very generoufly given this book on the feafons, to a widow 
and four little children. Whatever fum may arife from the fale 
of it he hath devoted it to her ufe. May it anfwer his charitable 
purpofe ! 

The call of charity is fo irrefiftible, that every leffer call is loft in it; 
and was this little manual more reprehenfible than it really is, we 
fhould be inclined to fufpend the rigor of criticifm, and join with Mr. 
— in wifhing that it may anfwer the Author’s charitable pur- 
pole. 

Asa fpecimen of this work, we fhall prefent our readers with the 
following reflections. ‘ Some trees in the garden make a great thew, 
but bear no fruit. ‘They are fplendid in leaves, and perhaps in blof- 
foms, but they yield either nothing fit to eat, or fomething not worth 
eating. The largeftefpecies of tree, known in the world, is baobab, 
or calaba/b tree of Senegal, which often exceeds 70 feet in the cir- 
cumference of the trunk, and covers with its bows a circle of about 
130 feet in diameter; but yields a fruit, which, while it is unfit for food, 
does not exceed the fize of acommon kidney-bean. With this enor- 
mous fabftance it hath large and handfome leaves, and looks at a dit- 
tance rather like a grove than a fingle tree. —O what a picture is here 
of many a fpecious foul! How many have looked tall, like cedars in 
Lebanon: how many have promifed fair like the fig-tree in the goe 
fpel, who, when the mafter looked for fruit, have yielded none?’ 

The Author difcovers (ome invention and ingenuity in his reflections 

On the fea/ons; and though his fancy is not fo exuberant, nor his ob- 
fervations fo fprightly and acate as the pious Mr. Flavei’s of the lait 
age, in his ** hufbandry fpiritualized,” yet they are vaftly fuperior to 
fome late attempts in this way, and may be very edifying to thofe 
800d Chrittians for whofe ufe they were intended. 

I SCHOOL= 
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Art. 57. An Effay on the Englifh Grammar. By the Rey 
William Martin Trinder, L. B. 1zmo. 13, Gd. Faulder. jy, 
We meet with nothing in this Grammar which intitles jt to my 

cular notice, The Author has indeed attempted to encumbe, the 
Hnglifh language by a middle verb; for fo he calls the prefent pa 
ticiple, combined with the auxiliary to de, in its fevera! senses ai 
moods. He has alfo illuitrated the rules of grammar, by examples 
from the poess. But thefe improvements are not of {efficient conf, 
quence to give Mr. Trinder’s Grammar any diflinction above forme 
publications of the fame kind. 

Art. 58. Nouvelle Abréigé de la Grammaire Frangoife, propre pur 
donner une Idée diftinfe de cette Langue. Ouvrage dans leguel on ref 
propofe d’exercer le “fugement, autant que le fujet en eft fufceptible: 
et d’exciter ala Piété en choififfant, pour ’Explication des Regle:, das 
Examples propres a infpirer l’ Amour de Ditu. 12mo, 2s, 6¢, 
Dilly, &c. 

‘!'o attempt to teach a language by a grammar written in that lan. 
guage, is fo manifeftly abfurd ; and the defign of blending the do. 
trines of religion with the rules of grammar, will be thought by 
many fo exceedingly ridiculous, that we are apprchenfive the pecv- 
liarities of this French grammar are not fuch as will recommend itt 
the attention of the Pubiic. f, 
Art. §9. The Nomenclator, and Dialogues among School-Boys, 

With fele&t Fables. In Latin, French, and Englith; for the Us 

of Schools. By David Bifchoff, svo. 2s, 6d. Richardfon and 

Urquhart. 1781. . 

A great abundance of words, phrafes, and fentences, in the Latia, 
French, and Englifh languages, are, in this - book, difpofed in 
columns correfponding to each other: the colleclion appears to be 
judicious, and will, we think, be found very ufeful in teaching thele 
languages. ) 








SERMONS. 


I, Preached before the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in the Abbey 
Church, Weftminfter, Jan. 30, 1781. By John Lord Bithop of & 
David’s. 4to. 19. L. Davis. 

This Sermon is admirably calculated to pleafe the Court. It com 
tains a well-written apology for the unfortunate monarch; and des 
fcribes in a ftrain of manly eloquence the horrid effects of faétion and 
enthufiafm., ‘ Refffance ({ays his Lordfhip) being a defperate remedy, 
it is indifpenfably neceflary to enquire, whether the difeafe, under 
which the State is fuppofed to labour, be defperate alfo: and if there 
fhould remain the Jealt doubt of this, the only fafe way is to follow 
the general precept which prefcribes obedience: for refiftance and dif- 
obedience are confidered by the ableit writers on government as a 
Jary evils at beft; and we fhall ftand condemned by all the rules 
prudence and good fenfe, if we have recourfe to the evil before w 
are convinced of the neceffity. But here the queftion will recur 
* Who are to be the judges of this neceflity?? We think the Bulb 


hath an{wered it, by calling ‘ the RevcLurron, that glorious aa 
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when the principles of our Conflitution were fettled, and the power 
of every branch of it marked out with a preciiion and exactnefs un- 
known tO our anceltors.’ : And as (concludes his Lordihip) one 
reat fource of civil difcontent is removed by this means, fo with re- 
ard to matters of religion, we may obferve, that the wild enthufa/m 
which proved fo very favourable to the defigns of faétion in the lait 
age, is now fubfided ; that the religious controverfies about certain 
points of no great moment, and which were carried on by both par- 
ties with the moft wnchriltian heat and rancour, are Jaid afide and 
forgotten ; and Jailly, that they who ere difaffected to our ecclefiatti- 
cal ellablifhment, have not the fame pretence for raifing clamours 
apainit it, as their predeceflors had in thofe unhappy days; fince no 
vexatious fuits can now be commenced for Nonconformity ; and all 
who, on fcruples of confcience, diffent from our difcipline and wor- 
hip, are fuffered by law to hold public aflemblies and to ferve Ged 
in their own way ; and In an age fo favourable to fpiritual and tem- 
poral liberty, as the prefent, every other reafonable indulgence will 
certainly be allowed : and for the peace of the Church, aud the fafety 
of the ftlate, we may be permitted to hope, that more than this will 


never be afked on the one hand, or granted on the other,’ P wh, 


I]. The Trial of Faith; or, The Suffering Chriftian delivered an 
purified in the Blood of the Lamb: being the Subftance of a Fu- 
neral Difcourfe, occafioned by the Death of Mr. John Rufhworth. 
To which is added, an Oration, fpoken at the Grave, By R. El- 
liot, A. B. formerly of Bennet College, Cambridge. 8vo. 13, 
Johnfon. 1780. 

As this was a mere extemporaneous effufion (‘ taken down in fhort- 
hand’) it was hardly to be expected that it fhould have been either 
correct in its arrangement, or clegant in its language. The difcour/e 
and the oration are very plain performances, and only calculated to 
pleafe and edify thofe who have carried their notions of imputed 
righteou/ne/s to the utmoft extreme of Calvinifm. 

Mr. Elliot, indeed, is a very fingular man; for notwithftanding he 
rigidly adheres to the methodiftic fyftem in fome of its groffer and 
more enthufiatic peculiarities, yet he hath had the courage openly to 
difavow his belief of the doétrine of the Trinity ; and a few years 
ince publifhed an elaborate treatife to prove the fubordination of the 
Son to the Father, and to difprove the perfonality of the Holy Ghott. 
This bold attack on what, for centuries, hath been deemed, not only 
the pillar, but the ground of orthodox faith, excited the clamours of 
his brethren, and caufed a difflenfion in his church. The alarm of 
‘4 wolf in theep’s clothing’ was ecchoed from Tabernacle to Ta- 
bernacle; and a ftrit charge was given to watch over the flock, left 
the poor fheep fhould be feduced from the foid! But feveral were not 
to be feared by the vociferous alarms of ignorance, craft, or timidicy. 
They followed the wolf, without any dread of being devoured by 
im; and after many years trial, they found this Aunted’ waif, as 
harmlefs as a lamb. 

Mr, Elliot produces the dying teftimony of Mr. Ru‘hworth in con- 


frmation of the dwctrine he hath efpoufed refpecting the Trinity. 


When he was extremely ill, and to his own apprehenfions not far 
OM death. .... Lrook an opportunity of afking him, if be now 
: thoughe 














































































398 SERMONS, 
thought that the doctrine which he had heard, and for fevera] years 
had profefled to believe, concerning Jehovah and his Chritt vor 
God, or of men. He immediately replied to the following ‘ecg 
<* | am fully fatished, it 1s the clear and in doétri Wiad 
im fully fatished, . and certain doctrine of fcripture 
I believe it with as much confidence as I do any other truth of rv 
Gofpel.”” On this declaration, Mr. Elliot well obferves, that ¢j , 
reafonable to fuppofe, when a man apprehends himfelf to be not fr 
from death and judgment, that he will neither difguife nor conceal 
his fentiments, but will then, if ever, declare them to be What the 
really are.’ ! 
lil. The Chrifiiax Dodrine of Ceremenics. Preached at the p.- 

Dr. Fordyce’s Meeting, in Monkwell-ttreet, London, Dec, 2. 

1780, to the Socicty that fupport the Evening Lecture there, By 

Robert Robinfon. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 

This Sermon confiders the ufe and intent of the Jewith ceremonies, 
and fhews the neceflity of their abolition by the Gofpel. The 
Preacher was fairly mounted on his bob4y-bor/e ; but he did not ride 
at that furious rate which diftinguifhed his career fome time fince, 
when he fallied forth to refcue ‘* Dame Religion” from the tyranny 
of thofe ecclefialtical giants, who had fhut her up in the enchanted 
caftle of the Eftablifhment. 

To this Sermon is fubjoined an Appendix, to juftify the tranflation 
which the Author hath given of the text which he hath chofen todif- 
courfe on, viz. 2 Cor. iv. 3,4. In our common verfion, it isren- 
dered—‘ If our. Gofpe! be hid, it is hid to them that are lof. In 
whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 
believe not,’ &c. &c. * This tranflation (fays Mr. R.) doth notfeem 
to be good Englith. There is at leait inaccuracy enough in it to in- 
duce any man to examine the original. The seading we propole, is 
thiss—‘ The Gofpel 1s hid, concealed, or veiled, amonc or By th 
things which are &BOLISHED ; by which things the God of this world,” 
&c. &c. The words may be rendered thus; and we fee nothing in 
the original or the context but what will juftify this tranflation e 
them. i 
IV. Charity, the Bond of Perfe&ion. Preached at Oxford, Nov. 15, 

17£0, on Occafion of the Re-ettablifhment of a Chriitian Charch 

of Proteftant Diffenters in that City: with a brief Account of the 

State of the Society, and the Plan and Manner of their Settlement. 

By Daniel Turner, A.M. 8vo. 6d. Buckland. 

The diffenting church at Oxford hath paiied through many pen, 
and flruggled hard againft fears within and fightings without. “Ia 
the beginning of the reign of George 1. the meeting-houfe was pulled 
down by rioters, who thought outrage would.be fanctified by the pre- 
tence of religion. For near 40 years the Diffenters of Oxford have 
had no regular fervice among them, from a fetiled miaitter :—only 
occafional or accidental. But, amidit all thefe difcouraging circum 
ftances, per varios cafus, per tot difcrimina rerum, * they have, as Mr 
Turner fays, preferved fome little /emblance of their original church 
ftate...... Within thefe two or three lait years they have beet 
more regularly ferved; their intere{ is in a rifing fate, and the 
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The Sermon breathes a pious and benevolent fpirit, and is by no 
means calculated to ferve the little interetts of a party. But it hath 
nothing elegant or firiking to give it the flighteit diftinction, or to 
detain us One Moment In criticriing It. | 
y. The Difficulties attending a juit Explanation of Scripture, confidered, 

as they have arifen from the gradual Progre/s of Revealed Religion 

through a Length of Yime: Preached at St. Mary’s, at the Viuta- 
tion, held by the Archdeacon of Oxford, October 24, 1780. By 

Jothua Berkeley, B.D. Student of Chrift Church, gto. 1s. 

Rivington, &c. A . 

The Author of this ingenious and eleg2nt difcourfe imputes the 
difficulties attending a juit explanation of Scripture, * to the pro- 

relive plan of Revelation,’ and to the length of time which has 
pafied fince the final fettlement of the canon. He has many jait and 
judicious obfervations upon the ufefulnefs and neceflity of thought 
and reflection, extenfive learning, and rational critici{m, in order to 

a faccefsful defence and explanation of the jacred writings; but we 

apprehend that he is miflaken, when he ipeaks of * Revelation, from 

its very nature and eflence,’ containing in it fomething ‘ myflerious 
and obfcure,’ and of part of it under the Mofaic Difpenfation being 

‘involved in awful myfterv.? We co not recollect any paflage in 

which St. Paul reprefents ‘ the form of found words’ as * oftea con- 

verfant in matters of myfterious depth.’ To all fuch intimations of 
obfcurity and unintelligibility of any part of revelation, we may 
jufly apply an obfervation of Mr. Berkeley refpecting thofe errors 
which are recommended ander the fanGtion of divine authority, viz. 
‘If the light of Revelation be darknefs, how great wiil be that dark- 
nefs!? The difcoveries of revelation were, no doubt, adjufied to the 
flate and circumftances of the people to whom it was given, and 
confequentiy were gradual and progreflive, But to talk of a Re- 
velation involved in obfcurity, or wrapped upin myftery, is little bet- 
ter than a folecifm in terms. In our opinion, a much more rational 
and fatisfactory account.of the fource of the difficulties attending the 
explanation of the writings of St. Paul, and of the New Teitament 
in general, and which may be extended to the Old, is given by Mr. 
Locke in his Preface to his Paraphrafe on the Epiltles. But though 
we differ from Mr. Berkeley upon this point, and with refpect toa 
few other of his pofitions, we cannot fufficiently commend the gene- 
ral defign of this fermon, to recommend the fludy of facred criticiim 
in all its branches to thofe whofe bufinefs it is to initruct others in 
the fenfe and meaning cf Revelation; and we moit heartily agree 
with him in the fentiment with which he concludes his difcourfe, 

‘The brighteft talents and the moft extenfive learning cannot be 

made fubfervient to fo noble and benevolent an end, as that of eita- 

blithing men in their religious opinions, and confirming them in the 
truth; nor will any exertions of the powers of the human mind, 
meet with fo diftinguifhed a reward hereafter.’ 

VI. Preached betore the Univerfity of Cambridge, Jan. 30th, 1781, 
at Great St. Miry’s. By William Cooke, M. A. Greek Profeffor 
of Kinp’s College. gto. 1s. Cadell, &c. 

This Preacher touches on fome great queftions, fuch as, * the mv fe 
tericus meshod of God's providence in ordering and controuling the 
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affairs of men—how to reconcile foreknowledge in God with fiee 
¥ will in man—fate and liberty—certainty and contingency—event a 
prophecy.’ On thefe points he offers fome fenfibles ingenious, and 
pious obfervations: but his ftyle is not the moft pleafant, and his 
manner not the moft clear and perfpicuous. He does not fay much 
of the Royal Martyr, but remarks that the fteps which led to the 
confufions of that time have been purfued in the prefent; and Cons 
cludes, that our impieties and immoralities give us caufe to fear that 
the threatening againft the Jews may be fulfilled on our country 

Deut. xxviii. 49. The Lord fhall bring a nation againft thee from afar, 

from the end of the earth: which words are the text of this difcourfe.. 

VII. On the Nature of Chrift's Kingdom. Before the Proteftant Diehl. 
fenting Minifters of Cumberland; at their General Meeting at 
Penrith, Auguft 16th, 1780. By Robert Hood, A. M. Miniter 
of the Chapel in Hanover-fquare, Newcaftle. 8vo. 6d, Bald. 
win. 
A fenfible, pious, candid difcourfe, adapted to the occafon on 

which it was delivered, and calculated to promote a catholic and 

Chriftian fpirit and practice among thofe who may perufe it, An 

Advertifement prefixed informs us, that this is the firft difcourfe of 

a volume of fermons now in the prefs, and that it is published /a- 

rately at the particular requeft of the truftees of the congregation in 

Hanover-fquare, Newcaltle. 

VIL. Occafioned by the Death of the late Rev. John Aikin, D.D. ' 
Profeffor of Divinity at the Academy in Warrington. By William 
Enfield, LL.D. 4to. 1s. Johnfon. 1781. 

Dr. Aikin’s was one of thofe characters which have the trueft worth, 
without aiming at being thought to poffefs it. His abilities, and his 
improvement of them, were very confiderable, his knowledge and 
learning extenfive, his manners gentle and amiable, his condu& ufe- 
ful and becoming 2 Chriftian. Dr. Enfield pays a juft tribute to his 
memory in this elegant difcourfe, in which he recommends an imita- 
tion of this model from the words of St, Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 1. ‘* Be ye 
followers of me, even as I alfoam of Chrift.’ , 


H. 





Our Correfpondent, R. D. inquires, whether he is to confider as 

an error of the prefs, an overfight, or innovation, the following ex- 

prefion in the Review for February laft (p. 150, 1. 3.), viz. “A 

point of improvement iz which we did not perceive the original to 

itand in much need.”—Doubtlefs the firft 72 thould have been of. But 

whether this was a flip of the pen or of the prefs, we cannot now de- 

¢ termine. ——T his Correfpondent has alfo fent us fome juft remarks on 
the Gallici/ms in Mr. Gibbon’s celebrated work. 





An accident obliges us to defer, to our next, the continuation of om 
account of SERMONS ON THE LATE GENERAL Fast, 


ee Foreign Literature, alfa, in our next. 
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